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Manipur Committee for Social Concern (MCSC) came into being in 2000 to work to bring 
about peace for the people of Manipur. It brings together well qualified academics, intellectu-
als and activists. It conducts seminars and field work with local voluntary contributions and 
aims to spread awareness to bring a solution to various contentious issues.  
 
The Indian Institute for Peace, Disarmament and Environmental Protection (IIPDEP) 
was founded in August 1993. It is a non-political, non-profit NGO Research, whose main ob-
jectives are public education and awareness raising in the field of peace and disarmament. 
IIPDEP has been part of the Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines (Indian CBL) since March 
1995, essentially conducting public education and awareness development activities in this 
respect. To date, the IIPDEP has organized 48 regional seminars and mine risk education 
(MRE) workshops in various state capitals and in volatile regions such as Jammu & Kashmir 
and Northeast India. It has also organized MRE workshops in villages along the India-
Pakistan border. 
 
Geneva Call is a neutral, international humanitarian NGO formed under Swiss law and 
launched in March 2000 with the objective of engaging armed non-State actors (NSAs) 
worldwide to adhere to a total ban on anti-personnel (AP) mines and respect other humanitar-
ian norms. To facilitate this process, Geneva Call provides a mechanism whereby NSAs, 
which are not eligible to accede to treaties, can commit to a mine ban by signing a “Deed of 
Commitment Under Geneva Call for Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and 
for Cooperation in Mine Action”. Signatory groups also commit to treat the Deed of Commit-
ment as ‘a first step or part of a broader commitment in principle to the ideal of humanitarian 
norms.’ The custodian of the signed Deeds of Commitment is the Government of the Republic 
and Canton of Geneva. To date, 35 NSAs have signed the Deed of Commitment, stopping 
landmine use and supporting mine clearance and victim assistance programmes in areas under 
their control. 
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Introduction 

 
 
 

Conflict Situation in Manipur 

 
Manipur was merged fully with the Indian Union on October 15, 1949, and became a full-
fledged state in 1972. This Northeast Indian state is known for its ethnic and cultural diver-
sity. There are about 30 different tribes inhabiting Manipur. The larger tribes include the 
Meteis, the Nagas and the Kukis. The Meteis are considered to represent slightly more than 
50% of the population and occupy 10% of the territory (mainly Imphal Valley), whereas the 
hills (90% of the territory) are reported as mainly inhabited by the two other main tribal 
groups. 
 
Since the 1960s, insurgencies have emerged in Manipur along ethnic lines. The agendas be-
hind the insurgencies, depending on the armed non-State actor (NSA), are multiple and var-
ied: secession from India; greater political and economical cohesion; and defence of tribal 
identities. Leftist ideology also influenced the NSAs. The first NSA on the scene was the 
United National Liberation Front (UNLF) in 1964. They were followed by the People’s Revo-
lutionary Party of Kangleipak (PREPAK) in 1977, the People’s Liberation Army of Manipur 
(PLA) in 1978, and the Kangleipak Communist Party (KCP) in 1980, to name but a few. 
 
The Central government responded to the increase in armed activities of NSAs by increasing 
its own military presence in the state in the early 1980s. Manipur was declared a “disturbed 
area” and placed under the Armed Forces Special Power Act, giving the security forces extra 
powers during their operations. A number of military crackdowns left the insurgencies weak-
ened by the end of the 1980s. However, the NSAs were able to recuperate from the loss of 
leadership and members and also began to form united fronts. By 1993, the violence escalated 
once again. 
  
In parallel to the counter-insurgency operations, the government tried to initiate dialogue with 
the opposition groups, inviting the rebels several times to talks (1996 and 1998). There have 
also been efforts made by the state government of Manipur to move towards a process of dia-
logue, offering a unilateral cease-fire to 17 separatist groups and establishing a contact group 
for the insurgents before formal talks commenced. However, none of these initiatives were 
successful. 
 
The demand of the Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah faction) (NSCN-
IM) to incorporate four of the nine districts of Manipur, i.e. Ukhrul, Senapati, Tamenglong 
and Chandel, into Greater Nagaland (Nagalim), which threatened the ‘territorial integrity’ of 
Manipur, fuelled yet another conflict in Manipur, this time between the Nagas and the Kukis, 
between 1992 and 1994. This conflict led to the emergence of a number of Kuki armed oppo-
sition groups such as the Kuki National Army (KNA), the Kuki National Front (KNF), the 
Kuki Revolutionary Army (KRA), the Zomi Revolutionary Army (ZRA) and the United Kuki 
Liberation Front (UKLF). The Kuki - Naga conflict has constituted one of the most violent 
conflicts within Manipur. After these clashes, many killings followed in conflicts between the 
Kukis and another Manipuri tribe, the Paites. 
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Furthermore, in the 1990s, the armed groups began to raise their voices against the so-called 
“mayangs” (‘foreigners’) such as the Manipuri Muslim Pangals, accusing them of being re-
sponsible for the economic and social marginalisation of the indigenous peoples. Militant 
groups launched a wave of pogroms and riots. The Pangals fought back by creating their own 
armed groups, such as the People’s United Liberation Front (PULF). 
 
In 2005, the UNLF proposed four points to bring the Indo-Manipuri conflict to an end. The 
Central and the Manipur Governments reportedly rejected this proposal. The same year, at 
least eight Kuki militant groups declared informal ceasefires with the Central Government, 
although many of these groups were still involved in internecine clashes. As of 2006, there 
were over two dozen armed opposition groups in Manipur. The low intensity conflict re-
mained particularly active with the UNLF and the PLA against the government. Furthermore, 
tensions remain high over the peace process between the NSCN-IM and the Central Govern-
ment and the concern that it threatened Manipur’s territory. 
 
These internal conflicts have had severe effects on the civilian population. The number of 
civilian victims has increased significantly since 2002. Reports from Kuki organisations indi-
cate that 58 civilians have been killed between 2002 and 2006 because of the violence in the 
state. The indiscriminate use of landmines and improvised explosive devices (IEDs) by NSAs 
has also contributed to the victimisation of the civilians in Manipur. 

 
Landmine Use in Manipur 

 
An increase in the use of IEDs and landmines, in particular victim-activated devices, has been 
witnessed in recent years. According to the government, the media and civil society organiza-
tions, these explosive devices have been planted by NSAs, in particular by the UNLF. The 
UNLF has denied these allegations, instead accusing the government of propaganda to hide 
their own use of these weapons.1 The Government of India has rejected these accusations.2 
The PLA, the KYKL and the KCP have also been reported as using landmines and IEDs. 
 
It is very difficult to obtain accurate information about the number and situation of land-
mine/IED casualties. From available reports, many civilians have fallen victim to these de-
vices, especially in districts bordering Burma/Myanmar. Kuki organizations have reported 
that, between 2001 and 2007, 58 Kuki people were killed by AP mines laid by NSAs in the 
Chandel and Churachandpur districts. In December 2005, it was reported that 10 persons in 
Churachandpur district were killed by landmines. Many cattle have also fallen victim to the 
increase of use of victim-activated devices in the region.  
 
The mines are reported to be laid in forests and fields, as well as in public places, on roads, 
around houses and power stations. Local civil society organizations have denounced the mine-
use, because it has created a sense of insecurity among the villagers in the affected areas, 

                                                 
1 Kurvey, Balkrishna, Binalakshmi Nepram, Surendra Panwar, and Shaiq Nazir. 2007. ‘India.’ In International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines, ed. Landmine Monitor 2007: Toward a Mine Free World. Canada: Mines Action 
Canada, pp. 831-843; and Shangai Express. 2005. “Landmines: UNLF accuses India Government.” 10 Decem-
ber, http://www.siphro.org/2005/12/11/landmines-unlf-accuses-india-govt/. 
2 Shangai Express. 2005. “Army refutes UNLF’s accusation.” 13 December: http://www.siphro.org/2005/12/14/ 
army-refutes-unlf%E2%80%99s-accusation/ 
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which has had the further effect of restricting their movement, preventing them of cultivating 
their fields, and venturing into the forests for their livelihood.  
 
The Assam Riffles have reportedly been conducting mine/IED clearance operations in some 
affected areas. In addition, in 2005, the Army deployed Explosive Device Detection and De-
struction Teams in remote areas of the State to defuse IEDs when they receive information 
from the villagers on where the IEDs were laid. Civil society organizations are advocating for 
clearance by the government of all the mines laid by NSAs. 

 
Workshop Rationale 

 
Since 2002, Geneva Call has collaborated with the Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines (In-
dian CBL)/Indian Institute for Peace, Disarmament and Environmental Protection (IIPDEP) to 
encourage NSAs in the different States of Northeast India to ban anti-personnel (AP) mines. 
This collaborative work was rewarded with the signing of the Deed of Commitment Under 
Geneva Call for Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and for Cooperation in 
Mine Action by the NSCN-IM and the Kuki National Organization (KNO).  
 
In July 2005, at the request of the NSCN-IM, Geneva Call and the Indian CBL/IIPDEP organ-
ized a mine ban education workshop for the Naga tribes. The purpose of this workshop was to 
assist the NSCN-IM in disseminating its mine ban commitment and to send a message to 
other NSAs in the region encouraging them to commit to a mine ban. More than ninety people 
attended the workshop, drawn from civil society, tribal leaders and the NSCN-IM political 
and military wings.  
 
The Nagaland workshop was very well received, suggesting a possible receptivity of other 
NSAs in the region to a mine ban. In partnership with the Indian CBL/IIPDEP, a work plan 
was developed to undertake similar mine ban education workshops in the other six States of 
Northeast India, with the purpose of raising awareness of the NSCN-IM mine ban through the 
signing of the Deed of Commitment, and to try to convince other NSAs to sign the Deed of 
Commitment, taking NSCN-IM as an example. On 18 February 2006, the first workshop of 
this series was held in Guwahati, Assam, and was organized by Indian CBL/IIPDEP, the Citi-
zens’ Collective and Geneva Call3. The workshop held in Imphal, Manipur on 17 October 
2006 was the second workshop in the series.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
3 The report of this event is available on Geneva Call’s website, www.genevacall.org. 
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The Workshop 
 
 
 

 
 
The workshop aimed at sensitising and informing civil society, tribal leaders, the media and 
local authorities on a number of issues, namely: the indiscriminate nature of AP mines and their 
negative impact; the global effort to ban AP mines; Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment; and 
the signing of the Deed of Commitment by the NSCN-IM and the KNO. Through this event, 
Geneva Call and the Indian CBL/IIPDEP sought to disseminate the information on the mine ban 
to NSAs through a trickledown effect, as well as to create a broad base of support, which would 
positively influence NSAs to ban AP mines use.  
 
Sixty-two participants, coming primarily from the state of Manipur, but also including par-
ticipants from other States of Northeast India, attended the workshop. Participants included 
NGO representatives, delegates from political wings and sympathizers of Manipuri NSAs, 
tribal leaders, human rights activists, student leaders, representatives of civilian and military 
authorities, professors, doctors, religious leaders and journalists. 
 
The workshop was divided into two sessions with the morning session dedicated to presenta-
tions, speeches and general discussion, and the afternoon session devoted to small group dis-
cussions and brainstorming on various topics. This structure was designed to ensure that par-
ticipants were able to get a clear understanding of the landmine issue in Northeast India. Pre-
senters also demonstrated the importance of engaging NSAs in a mine ban and explained the 
role held by Geneva Call in this engagement process. The objective of the small group discus-
sions was for participants to internalise the necessity of a total AP ban by NSAs and the role 
they could play in the mine ban process. Each group consisted of ten participants. The discus-
sions encouraged a participatory approach in order to encourage and facilitate interventions 
and to help the participants assimilate the information provided during the morning presenta-
tions and develop coherent perspectives on the topics.  

 
The Summary of the Proceedings 

 
After the inaugural ceremony, a statement by the President of Geneva Call, Elisabeth Reusse-
Decrey, was read out by the Indian CBL, due to the absence of Geneva Call, and circulated to 
the delegates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The views expressed by individual speakers and participants are their views and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of Geneva Call. 
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Colonel (Retd ) R.S. Jassal of the Assam Rifles and President of Manipur Committee for 
Social Concern welcomed the participants. Colonel Jassal said that having worked in the 
Assam Rifles and Northeast India for more than 30 years, he had witnessed the emergence of 
the militancy first hand, as well as the use of landmines and IEDs by militants, both against 
other NSAs and State Forces. He said that although the civilian population was not the target, 
it nevertheless suffered the damage and destruction caused by landmines. He recommended 
that the State Government consider encouraging “Whistle Blowers” for early warning on 
planted IEDs.  
 
He said many civilians were killed or disabled by the use of landmines and IEDs. Manipur, 
being situated in the far eastern corner of India and being a conflict zone, had no Indian 
NGOs to carry out work in the area. He said there was very little awareness among people, 
politicians, civil servants and policy makers regarding the landmine ban, not only in India but 
in the rest of the world. He added that the workshop on the mine ban in Imphal, Manipur had 
been organized thanks to the efforts of Dr Kurvey, and that it was a much required event 
which would have a positive impact upon the government and NSAs in terms of adhering to a 
ban on landmines. 
 
Col. Jassal said that jihadists and fundamentalists were now operating widely in Northeast 
India under the influence of such groups as Al-Qaeda and the Taliban and that almost all have 
base camps in Bangladesh, in Northern Myanmar and the jungles of southern Bhutan. He 
suggested that state and Central Government agencies consider involving retired defense and 
police personnel in keeping watch to prevent third parties from crossing the international bor-
der and operating in the Northeast.  
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               Justice W.A.Shishak, Chairperson, Human rights Commission, State of Manipur 

 
 
Justice W.A. Shishak, Chairperson, Human Rights Commission, Manipur  
Justice Shishak thanked Dr Kurvey for organizing the workshop and stressed the special im-
portance of raising awareness on the landmine issue among the youth of the country as it en-
courages them to participate actively in finding solutions. He said that public demands com-
ing from affected States and grassroots organizations were the only way to influence politi-
cians in Delhi to consider solutions to the issue. 
 
He added that although States and different agencies are undertaking relief measures for ca-
sualties, these measures are not sufficient in terms of the rehabilitation of victims. He called 
for the development of a rehabilitation plan under Geneva Call in order to meet the needs of 
the increasing number of casualties. 
 
As a Christian, he supports the work of the Indian CBL, believing that the example of land-
mines and IEDs in other parts of world should act as a ‘wake up call’.  
 
Dr Balkrishna Kurvey, Coordinator, Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines  
Dr Kurvey presented the global work of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (In-
dian CBL), as well as the main principles and mechanisms of the Ottawa Treaty and the Deed 
of Commitment. He informed the delegates of the developments regarding NSAs and the 
landmine ban including the signature of the Deed of Commitment by the NSCN-IM and the 
KNO. He said that other NSAs in India were expected to sign the Deed of Commitment in the 
future. He further presented Geneva Call’s world wide activities, explaining why the land-
mine problem could not be solved without the involvement of NSAs and urged them to sign 
the Deed of Commitment as a humanitarian gesture. 
 
Dr Kurvey also appealed to the Government of India, calling for a ban on landmines to be 
incorporated in the agenda for peace with Pakistan. 
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He explained that the main objective of the workshop was to disseminate information regard-
ing the Deed of Commitment and the NSCN-IM and KNO’s obligations therein, as well as to 
encourage other Northeastern and Indian NSAs to follow their examples. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Lala, President, Manipur Red Cross Society 

 
 
Dr Lala, President, Manipur Red Cross Society  
Dr Lala said there had been 56 IED/landmine explosions in four villages from 2001 to 2006, 
causing the deaths of 36 civilians and 90 security personnel and injuring 56 civilians and 78 
security personnel. He spoke of the Red Cross and Red Crescent’s humanitarian mission and 
its particular concern with the physical and mental rehabilitation of landmine/IED victims. He 
expressed regret over the Indian government’s failure to sign the Ottawa Treaty and stressed 
the importance of the government and NSAs banning the use of landmines in order to achieve 
a mine-free world. He said it was important to reach and convince NSAs in India and particu-
larly Northeast India of the cruel and indiscriminate nature of landmines and the importance 
of banning their use. He stressed that raising awareness on International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL) and IED/landmines among the youth is important because of their situation as potential 
recruits for NSAs.  
 
Dr Nabakanta, leading medical doctor and social worker  
Dr Nabakanta said that he hoped the message of the workshop would be passed on to political 
leaders of States and the Central Government. He said that the condition of landmine victims 
in Manipur was deplorable and warned that NSAs should be careful not to turn Manipur into 
“another Cambodia”. He called for compassion and humanity and the banning of landmines.  
 
Mr Radha Mohan Das of ISKCON Center of Manipur 
Mr Mohan Das spoke of the deaths of six people at the IKSCON temple because of an IED 
explosion, and called for justice, peace and reconciliation and promoted the work of URI, a 
peace building organization.  
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Reverend Father M.C. George, Director, Don Bosco Society 
Reverend Father George expressed his opinion that war is undesirable, but that, when it oc-
curs, it should be fought without landmines in order to prevent the large number of civilian 
casualties. He highlighted that 80% of the landmines casualties are civilians and that 90% of 
the victims do not die, but are disabled. He said various NSAs in Manipur use landmines and 
IEDs and added that he believed such workshops in remote areas would help send the right 
signals to these groups and to encourage them to sign the Deed of Commitment. He added that 
this would also encourage the Central Government to consider the mine ban. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mrs Padmashree Nodeino, President, Naga Mother Association 

 
 
Mrs Padamshree Nodeino, Naga Mother Association  
Mrs Nodeino said that civilians were caught between the security forces and the militants. She 
said that militants harmed civilians by using landmines while claiming to be fighting for their 
motherland. She stressed the lack of joint efforts in Manipur and the importance of convincing 
the militants not to use landmines. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Phanjoubam Pradeep, Chief Editor, Imphal Free Press 
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Mr Phanjoubam Pradeep: Chief Editor, Imphal Free Press 
Mr Pradeep said NSAs were using landmines and IEDs claiming that their use is legitimate 
violence, as per Max Webber’s theory of legitimate violence. However, he questioned wheth-
er it was so, given innocent children and women were being hurt. 
 
Dr Rajkhowa, Professor of Law, Guwahati University  
Dr Rajkhowa briefed the delegates on certain aspects of IHL, the Ottawa Treaty and the Deed 
of Commitment. 
 

Observations and Suggestions from the Participants 

 
The general and the small group discussion gave the opportunity to hear feedback from the 
participants on the landmine situation in Manipur and the work of the Indian CBL and Geneva 
Call. 
 
Participants were supportive of the work of both organizations. Many of them emphasized the 
importance of educating and engaging NSAs to adhere to humanitarian law, starting by ban-
ning the use of AP mines.  
 
According to the participants, the people of Manipur, as well as the NSAs, have not previous-
ly been aware of the work of Geneva Call and the Indian CBL and do not know the possibility 
that NSAs can commit to ban the use of AP mines. Furthermore, one of the participants noted 
that no statement had been made by any of the Manipuri NSAs indicating a commitment to 
respect international human rights and IHL. They found, therefore, these mine ban advocacy 
workshops disseminating information on the landmine situation and the Deed of Commitment 
very useful. 
 
Several reasons were put forward to illustrate the importance of NSAs to commit not to use 
AP landmines. Many participants were concerned by the plight of innocent civilians who had 
fallen victim to landmines/IEDs laid by the NSAs operating in Manipur. People who took the 
floor highlighted the fact that the NSAs using landmines have targeted military personnel and 
objects. However, they noted that many civilians were the casualties of these indiscriminate 
weapons. One person stressed the negative humanitarian impact of the use of landmines by 
both factions of the NSCN in order to defend their camps. The participants appealed to both 
factions to ban the use of such devices4 . 
 
Other participants argued for the positive impact that the signing of the Deed of Commitment 
by NSAs would have on NSAs, as well as on the peace processes. Some participants hig-
hlighted the fact that they believed that the signing of the Deed of Commitment by the NSAs 
would not be detrimental to the groups, but, on the contrary, would improve their relations 
with communities, as well as draw attention to their cause. Another participant noted with 
regret that no peace process had been pursued in Manipur between the NSAs and the Central 
Government. He believed that NSA commitments banning the use of AP mines may be per-
ceived as a confidence-building measure and may show their willingness for peace negotia-
tions. This argument was opposed indirectly by another person who felt that first the seeds of 

                                                 
4 The NSCN-IM is using command-detonated landmines to defend its camps. The use of these explosive devices 
is not banned, either by the Ottawa treaty or by the Deed of Commitment. 
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the insurgency should be settled in order for the groups to lessen the strong stand they have 
taken and be able to make such a commitment on the ban of AP mines. 
 
At the end of the workshop, participants passed the following resolution: 

 The participants urged Geneva Call to arrange public education and awareness work-
shop/seminars on Geneva Call in Manipur as well as in other Northeastern States. 
They felt that such seminars and workshops would be useful to educate and inform the 
people as well as NSAs about the existence of the Deed of Commitment. 

 Delegates also appealed to all NSAs in Manipur to sign the Deed of Commitment un-
der Geneva Call at an early date.  
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Conclusion 

 
 
 
Overall the workshop was a positive experience. The workshop achieved its objectives of 
raising awareness among the participants about the landmine situation in Northeast India. It 
can be assumed that the messages from the workshop reached a wider audience as the event 
was well covered by the local media5. 
 
The participants showed a keen interest in the topics covered and felt it was a good initiative 
highlighting the lack of awareness from people in Manipur on the work of Geneva Call and 
the Indian CBL. They were very concerned by the suffering caused by the use of landmines/ 
IEDs in Manipur and were therefore in the main very supportive of the ban of the landmines 
by NSAs. 
 
Geneva Call and the Indian CBL will rely on the positive outcomes of the meeting in order to 
move forward the mine ban process in Manipur and in the Northeast. 

                                                 
5 See newspaper articles in Annex.  
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Annexes 

 

 

Message from Elisabeth Reusse-Decrey, President of Geneva Call 
 
“Landmine Challenges to Humanity and Environment” 
17 October 2006 
Imphal, Manipur 
 
Dear participants, on behalf of Geneva Call, we welcome you, and we thank you for coming 
to take part in this workshop. 
 
Geneva Call was launched in March 2000 by members of the International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines with the realisation that a ban on anti-personnel mines by States alone was not 
enough to end the use, production, stockpiling and transfer of these inhumane weapons, nor 
would it ensure that all victims would receive the attention they deserved.  
 
Most of the conflicts in the world today are fought not between States, but within States, and 
involve one or more non-State actors (NSAs). NSA is the neutral umbrella term that has been 
developed to describe any armed group operating outside of government control, whether they 
are considered by some as non-recognised governments, de facto governing forces, liberation 
fighters, guerrilla forces, rebels, insurgents or ‘terrorists’.  
 
NSAs are not allowed to sign any international treaty or convention which is concluded be-
tween States. However many NSAs use, produce, stockpile and transfer these weapons or are 
themselves or their communities affected by them.  
 
It is for this reason, that Geneva Call developed a mechanism whereby NSAs can sign a Deed 
of Commitment banning anti-personnel mines. The Government of the Republic and Canton 
of Geneva is custodian of the signed Deeds. The Deed of Commitment—the same for each 
group—is complimentary to the Mine Ban Treaty. It provides for the total and unconditional 
ban on anti-personnel mines, cooperation in mine action in areas controlled by NSAs, and a 
mechanism for monitoring compliance.  
 
Geneva Call believes that NSAs could have a key role to play in the mine ban process and be 
responsible for their own engagement and the implementation of these engagements. There-
fore Geneva Call has been advocating for an inclusive approach involving NSAs, giving them 
the opportunity to publicly commit to the mine ban and to actively participate in this process.  
 
The Deed of Commitment is the first mechanism for NSA compliance to international humani-
tarian law that has become recognised by the international community. More and more, gov-
ernments and inter-governmental bodies are recognising the Deed of Commitment as the 
‘Mine Ban Treaty’ for non-State actors, as you could see in the video.  
 
There are numerous indicators showing the success of Geneva Call’s work.  
 
 To date, besides the National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak/Muivah) (NSCN-IM) 

and the Kuki National Organization (KNO), 29 signed Deeds of Commitment have 
been deposited with the Government of the Republic and Canton of Geneva. They in-
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clude: 1 group in Sudan, 3 Philippino rebel groups, 3 groups in Iraq, 17 Somali fac-
tions, 3 groups in Burma, 1 group in Burundi and 1 in the Western Sahara. Plans are 
underway to destroy the stockpiles of NSA signatory groups in 4 different countries. 

 In Burma, signatory groups have undergone training in Mine Risk Education so that 
they can impart this knowledge among communities most at risk.  

 In Burundi, the signatory group, the Conseil National pour la Défense de la Démoc-
ratie-Forces de Défense de la Démocratie (National Council for the Defence of De-
mocracy - Forces for the Defence of Democracy) won the elections and is now run-
ning the new government. Geneva Call is pushing it to fully implement its obligations 
under the Ottawa Treaty. 

 In Sudan, the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A)’s signing of the 
Deed of Commitment led to the government’s accession to the Mine Ban Treaty. Re-
gional workshops have started for disseminating the mine ban to all areas controlled 
by the SPLM/A and their allies. Support for mine action, specifically for mine clear-
ance, has increased and plans are underway for stockpile destruction. 

 In the Philippines, the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has developed its own 
implementing guidelines. Under the request of the group, Geneva Call organized with 
the ICRC a Training of Trainers for the MILF commanders on the International Hu-
manitarian Law, Human rights and the mine ban. The MILF is also discussing joint 
mine/UXO clearance with the government. 

 In Somalia, Geneva Call has organized field visits to all regions controlled by signa-
tory factions to assess how best we can help them in implementing the Deed of Com-
mitment. Plans are underway for stockpile destruction. 

 In Colombia, Geneva Call’s work with the National Liberation Army has opened up 
doors for renewed peace talks. 

 
Reports indicate that several armed groups in Northeast India have been involved in the use, 
manufacture and/or transfer of anti-personnel mines or indiscriminate Improvised Explosive 
Devices (IEDs). We strongly believe that it is crucial to sensitise and inform all the stake-
holders of the negative impacts of landmines and the opportunity for NSAs participation in 
the mine ban process. We urge you to build a network of actors that would help to persuade 
non-State actors in your state to commit to the mine ban. 
 
We congratulate the NSCN-IM for signing Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment banning anti-
personnel landmines, and for its commitment to the mine ban cause. We thank it for its efforts 
in trying to get other groups in the region to ban these indiscriminate weapons. 
 
Finally, we would like to thank the organizers for their wonderful efforts in putting this con-
ference together.  
 
We regret deeply that we are not able to be here today with you, but wish you a very good 
conference. 
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Workshop on Landmine Free World Held - The Imphal Free Press 
 
More than eighty per cent civilians are injured due to anti-personnel landmines and sixty per 
cent of the anti-personnel landmines are planted by armed non-state actors.  
 
Making the above observation in his speech, Dr B Kurvey, coordinator Indian Campaign to 
Ban Landmines, further said that Indian army planted more than 10 lakhs landmines along the 
Indo-Pak border however the government of India does not use anti-personnel landmines for 
internal conflict.  
 
He was giving his speech in the one day regional workshop on `landmine free world and Ge-
neva call with special reference to IED blasts` at State Guest House today. The workshop was 
jointly organised by Indian Institute of Peace and Disarmament and Environmental Protec-
tion, Nagpur and Manipur Committee for Social Concerns, Imphal.  
 
The keynote address was given by RS Jassal, local coordinator of the workshop. The chief 
guest of the inaugural function Justice WA Shishak released two books Human Rights and 
Atrocities by Dr SP Rajkhowa and History and Historiography of Manipur by Prof Gangumei 
Kamei. The Justice also released a photograph of KNO leader signing the Deed of Commit-
ment at Geneva on 9th August.  
 
Dr Rajkhowa of Guwahati University Law Faculty, Dr Nabakanta, gynaecologist, Dr Lougri 
Ao from Nagaland, Radhamohan Das from ISKCON and Father MC George, director Don 
Bosco Society made presentations from different angles including legal, humane and spiritual. 
The discussion was moderated by Dr Lala, Manipur Red Cross Society.  
 
Dr Rajkhowa pointed out that anti-personnel landmines did not have much of military utility 
and rather causes immense sufferings to the civilians. He said that altogether 158 countries 
have voted for the resolution on landmines and only 17 countries voted against it.  
 
He added that India happens to be one out of the 17 and is one among the 13 countries pro-
ducing landmines. He also observed that more groups should come forward and sign the Ge-
neva Deed of Commitment like NSCN-IM and KNO.  
 
Dr Nabakanta, in his presentation, pointed out that "it is very insulting to humanity and the 
people of India that a democratic country like India should be selling landmines". Stating that 
the conditions of Improvised Explosive Device (IED) victims are very deplorable, the doctor 
said that people should be careful and not turn Manipur into `another Cambodia, another kill-
ing field`. 
 
 
Posted: Tuesday, October 17, 2006 
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