




             Contents

Page 1
2
3
4
4
6
7

11
11
11
12
13
14
16
16
17
18
19
20
22
23
23
24
24
25
25
27
28
28
29
31
31
35
38
41

48

I. 
II.

III.
IV.

V.

VI.

VII.
VIII.

IX.

Message from the Chairman of the Board
Geneva Call’s Mission
Highlights
Geneva Call’s Operations
Anti-Personnel (AP) Mines 
Children and Armed Non-State Actors  
Gender Issues and the Protection of Women 
during Armed Conflict
Geneva Call Operations Worldwide
AFRICA
Burundi
Niger
Senegal
Somalia
Sudan
Western Sahara
ASIA
Burma/Myanmar
India
Philippines
Sri Lanka
EUROPE
Turkey
LATIN AMERICA
Colombia
MIDDLE EAST
Iran
Iraq
Lebanon
Yemen
SOUTH CAUCASUS
Supporting Engagement Worldwide
Advocacy
Communication Materials and Publications
Finances
Deed of Commitment and List of  
Signatories
Staff, Donors, Partners, Board



Abbreviations and Acronyms                             
ACIN

AIS
APRAN-SDP

AP Mine
ASCD

ASEAN
AV Mine
CANSA
CIDKP
CJPD

CNDD-FDD

CNF
CPA

CPP/NPA/NDFP

DDR
ELN
EOD
ERW

FARC-EP

GCSP
ICBL
ICRC

IDP
IED

IHEID

IMADR
IHL

IHRL
IIPDEP

IPRT
KDP

KNPP
KNU

KONGRA-GEL/HPG/
PKK 

KSWDC
LTTE
MAG

MFDC

MILF
MNJ

MNLF 
MRE
NGO
NPA
NSA

 OAS
Palipehutu-FNL

PDKI

PJAK

Asociación de Cabildos Indígenas del Norte del Cauca
Association of Inva-Sodeistvie
Association pour la Promotion Rurale de l’Arrondissement de Nyassia-
Solidarité, Développement, Paix 
Anti-Personnel Mine
Agency on Social Culture Development
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Anti-Vehicle Mine
Children and Non-State Actors
Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People
Centre for Just Peace and Democracy
Conseil National pour la Défense de la Démocratie–Forces de Défense de 
la Démocratie (National Council for the Defence of Democracy/Defence 
Forces of Democracy)
Chin National Front
Sudanese Comprehensive Peace Agreement
Communist Party of the Philippines/New People’s Army/National 
Democratic Front of the Philippines
Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration 
Ejército de Liberación Nacional (National Liberation Army)
Explosive Ordnance Disposal
Explosive Remnants of War
Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia - Ejército del Pueblo  
(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia - People’s Army)
Geneva Center for Security Policy
International Campaign to Ban Landmines
International Committee of the Red Cross
Internally Displaced Persons
Improvised Explosive Device
Institut des Hautes Etudes Internationales et du Dévéloppement 
(Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies)
International Movement against all Forms of Discrimination and Racism
International Humanitarian Law
International Human Rights Law
Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines/Indian Institute for Peace, Disarma-
ment and Environmental Protection
Institute for Practical Research and Training
Kurdistan Democratic Party
Karenni National Progressive Party
Karen National Union
Kongra Gelê Kurdistan/Hezên Parestena Gel/Partiya Karkerên Kurdi-
stan (Kurdistan People’s Congress /People’s Defence Forces/ Kurdistan 
Worker’s Party)
Karenni Social Welfare and Development Center
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
Mines Advisory Group
Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance (Movement
of the Democratic Forces of Casamance)
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice (Nigerien Movement for Justice)
Moro National Liberation Front
Mine Risk Education
Non-Governmental Organization
Norwegian People’s Aid
Armed Non-State Actor
Organization of American States
Parti pour la Libération du Peuple Hutu-Forces Nationales de Libération 
(Party for the Liberation of the Hutu People - National Liberation Forces)
Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan Iranien (Democratic Party of Iranian 
Kurdistan)
Parti bo Jiyani Azadi la Kurdistan (Party for Freedom and Life in Kurdistan)

PKSOI
PMAC

Polisario Front
PSIO

PUK
RPA-ABB

RPM-M/RPA
SCBL
SPDC

SPLM/A
SRSG

UNICEF
UNIDIR
UNMAS

USIP
UXO

 

US Peacekeeping and Stability Operations Institute
Puntland Mine Action Centre
Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro
Program for the Studies of International Organization(s) of the Graduate 
Institute of International Studies
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
Revolutionary Proletarian Army – Alex Boncayao Brigade
Revolutionary Workers’ Party of Mindanao/ Revolutionary Proletarian Army
Saharawi Campaign to Ban Landmines
State Peace and Development Council
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army
Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children and Armed 
Conflict
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research
United Nations Mine Action Service
United States Institute of Peace
Unexploded Ordnance

             Contents



             Contents

Page 1
3
5
8
8
8

10
11
14
16
17
19
21
23
25
25
28
30
30
32
36
36
41
42
43
45
46

47
48
51

56

I. 
II.

III.
IV.

V.

VI.
VII.

VIII.

Message from the President
Geneva Call’s Mission
Highlights
Geneva Call Operations Worldwide
AFRICA
Burundi
Senegal
Somalia
Western Sahara
ASIA
Burma/Myanmar
India
Philippines
Sri Lanka
LATIN AMERICA
Colombia
MIDDLE EAST
EUROPE
Turkey
SOUTH CAUCASUS
Supporting Engagement Worldwide
Public Advocacy
Geneva Call’s Communication Material
Articles
Research and Reports
Children and Armed Non-State Actors
Women Associated with Armed Non-State 
Actors
Indigenous Peoples and Minorities
Finances
Deed of Commitment and List of  
Signatories
Donors, Board, Staff and Partners

Principles guiding the work of 
Geneva Call:

• Geneva Call is neutral, impartial, 
transparent, and independent

• Geneva Call informs the concerned 
government when it starts the concrete 
engagement of an armed non-State
actor

• Geneva Call consults the government 
of the concerned country when plan-
ning a field mission
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“…The commitment of States to renounce the use of anti-personnel mines is indispensable but, alone, not 
sufficient to prevent these weapons causing further casualties. Dozens of non-State armed groups contin-
ue to use anti-personnel mines - often on the territory of States that are party to the Mine Ban Treaty and 
which are on the right path to meeting their obligations. For the victims, however, it makes no difference 
whether the mines are laid by government soldiers or by armed rebel groups. To achieve truly universal 
adherence to the norms of the Treaty, it is vitally important that non-State actors can be persuaded to 
renounce the use of anti-personnel mines. Only in this way - and my thanks go in particular to the work 
of NGOs such as ‘Geneva Call’ - will we be able to improve the situations of affected populations and 
prevent new victims. Adopting the Deed of Commitment, the instrument of Geneva Call, is a first step in 
the right direction and which must be followed up by implementation and verification…”.

(Translated from French)
Statement by Ms. Micheline Calmy-Rey, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Switzer-
land, Ninth Meeting of the States Parties to the AP Mine Ban Convention, 
Geneva, 24-28 November 2008.
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I - Message from the Chairman of the Board                                                                                           

Armed conflicts continue to kill, injure or otherwise affect the lives of millions of 
people. Most of these conflicts are not of an international character and therefore, by 
definition, involve armed non-State actors (NSAs). Conflict victims are protected by 
rules of international law that are binding upon parties to armed conflicts. They are 
also protected by expectations and advocacy addressed to such parties and permanent 
negotiations with them. In our State-centric system, those rules and other ways to 
influence behaviour are well developed for States, while the law, its implementing 
mechanisms and governmental and non-governmental diplomacy, are still much less 
established in respect to NSAs. On this, Geneva Call has been a pioneer and contin-
ues to play a crucial and unique role. Geneva Call began its engagement of non-State 
actors on the well delineated and, from a humanitarian point of view, very serious issue of Anti-Personnel 
(AP) mines. By the end of 2008, 35 NSAs signed  the Deed of Commitment banning these inherently indis-
criminate weapons and Geneva Call monitors the respect of the Deed’s ensuing obligations. It is gradually 
expanding its action to the issues of children involved in armed conflicts and gender, and it conducts research 
to better understand how NSAs function. 

Many States understand the need to engage NSAs, allowing Geneva Call to act, providing access to territory 
affected by armed conflicts, or providing necessary funds. Other States still live in denial, hoping that NSAs 
will disappear if they are ignored. This approach is supported by the recent tendency of labelling them as 
“terrorists”, effectively questioning the legitimacy of any interaction with them. This certainly has not con-
tributed to the protection of those in the power of such groups. History has proven that armed conflicts do 
not disappear when ignored, but that a minimum of humanity in those profoundly inhumane situations can 
only be achieved through rules addressed to, elaborated with, and accepted by, those involved. The respect of 
those rules must then be monitored, again in a dialogue with those to be monitored. This is what Geneva Call 
continues to do. In my view, this is the new frontier of International Humanitarian Law (IHL) and humanitar-
ian diplomacy. If law and diplomacy fail on or ignore this frontier, they become increasingly irrelevant. The 
millions of war victims affected by NSAs do not deserve to be abandoned.

This Annual Report presents the successes and challenges of Geneva Call in engaging NSAs. It also gives me 
an opportunity to thank all those who have contributed to the success of the past year, including the donors 
and local partners, and my colleagues on the board. In particular, it gives me a chance to thank Geneva Call’s 
entire team, so adeptly led by Elisabeth Decrey Warner, with its unwavering dedication to its work, without 
whose vision, optimism and perseverance war victims would be deprived of one more hope to be respected 
and protected.

Marco Sassòli - Chairman of the Board
Professor of International Law at the University of Geneva  
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II - Geneva Call’s Mission                                                                                             

Geneva Call is an international humanitarian organization dedicated to engaging NSAs towards compliance 
with IHL and, where applicable, international human rights law (IHRL) standards.

More about Geneva Call

Geneva Call works in three thematic areas to promote: 

• NSA adherence to the AP mine ban and facilitation of humanitarian mine action in affected communi-
ties living in areas under their control or influence. 
• NSA respect for children in armed conflict, specifically the ban on recruitment and use in hostilities.
• NSA respect for the rights of women associated with them or living in communities affected by armed 
conflict. 

Geneva Call began its work in 2000 on the AP mine ban following the international community’s realisation 
that the landmine problem would not be effectively addressed unless NSAs were included in the solution. 
Over the past eight years the organization has gained experience, established key relationships with NSAs 
and local partners, and achieved measurable results. The progress made on the AP mine ban and encourage-
ment of other actors allowed Geneva Call to expand its activities to two other thematic areas. 

Geneva Call highlights the importance of its inclusive approach, whereby NSAs participate in the develop-
ment of activities and policies that concern them. It also promotes local ownership of its three core issue areas 
in order for changes to directly benefit those affected.

In its work with NSAs in situations of armed conflict, Geneva Call has found it necessary to allow a certain 
amount of flexibility in implementing its projects, as these are heavily influenced by security and political 
situations. 

Geneva Call is a registered not-for-profit foundation under Swiss law. Its headquarters are in Geneva, Swit-
zerland.
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III - Highlights                                                                                          

In 2008...

Signatories to Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment banning AP mines in Burundi, Iran, 
Somalia, Sudan and Western Sahara destroyed 9’216 stockpiled AP mines.

This brings the combined total of AP mines destroyed by signatories to over 16’000, not withstanding the thou-
sands of components of improvised explosive devices and unexploded ordnance eliminated.

Geneva Call newly engaged 7 NSAs on the AP mine ban worldwide and initiated dialogue with 
10 NSAs in the new thematic areas of the protection of women (4) and children (6) in armed 

conflict, bringing the total number of NSAs Geneva Call worked with in 2008 to near 60.

Geneva Call was invited to share its expertise on the humanitarian engagement of NSAs at 11 
international conferences.

These conferences dealt with AP mines, the protection of children, violence against women in armed conflict, 
small arms, IHL and IHRL.

Geneva Call continued monitoring and supporting the implementation of the Deed of 
Commitment banning AP mines with all 20 signatory groups that remained active in 2008.

Other signatory groups have either ceased their armed struggle or become part of their national government.
Supporting the implementation was done through training activities, facilitating technical support for stockpile 
destruction and promoting the intervention of specialized mine action organizations. 
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Following the negotiation and signing of the Con-
vention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, 
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines 
and on their Destruction (AP Mine Ban Conven-
tion), the United Nations Mine Action Service 
(UNMAS) developed a framework under which 
there are five ‘pillars’ of mine action1:

• Removing and destroying landmines and Ex-
plosive Remnants of War (ERW) and marking or 
fencing off areas contaminated with them.
• Mine-Risk Education (MRE) to help people un-
derstand the risks they face, identify mines and 
ERW and learn how to stay out of harm’s way. 
• Medical assistance and rehabilitation services to 
victims, including job skills training and employ-
ment opportunities. 
• Advocating for a world free from the threat of 
landmines and encouraging countries to partici-
pate in international treaties and conventions de-
signed to end the production, trade, shipment or 
use of mines and to uphold the rights of persons 
with disabilities. 
• Helping countries destroy their stockpiles of AP 
mines.

Due to their low cost and ease of availability or 
production, AP mines are a weapon of choice for 
numerous NSAs worldwide. Some NSAs also con-
trol AP mine-affected territories, which can be dif-
ficult to access. Consequently, communities living 
in these areas receive little or no assistance.

Anti-personnel Mines (AP Mines)

Within the context of its work, Geneva Call consid-
ers AP mines to be devices that explode due to the 
presence, proximity or contact of a person. They 
maim and kill civilians and fighters indiscrimi-
nately, even long after hostilities have ended. They 
prevent communities from having safe access to 
land, water and infrastructure. Mine-affected areas 
severely hamper humanitarian relief, economic de-
velopment and post-conflict reconstruction efforts.

IV - Geneva Call’s Operations                                                                                        

1. UNMAS Electronic Mine Information Network, What 
is Mine Action? http://www.mineaction.org/section.
asp?s=what_is_mine_action.

Young boy showing a piece of metal from
an exploded mine. 
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In response to the AP mine problem, Geneva Call 
developed the Deed of Commitment for Adherence 
to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and for 
Cooperation in Mine Action (hereafter the Deed 
of Commitment banning AP mines). Established in 
2000, this mechanism allows NSAs, not eligible to 
enter into the AP Mine Ban Convention, to com-
mit to observe its norms. The Government of the 
Republic and Canton of Geneva is the custodian 
of the Deeds.

Under the Deed of Commitment, NSAs agree, inter 
alia, to: 

• prohibit under any circumstance the use, pro-
duction, stockpiling and transfer of AP mines;
• undertake and cooperate in stockpile destruc-
tion, mine clearance, victim assistance, mine 
awareness and other forms of mine action in areas 
under their control; 
• allow and cooperate in the monitoring and veri-
fication of their commitment by Geneva Call, no-
tably by providing information and compliance 
reports as well as allowing field visits and inspec-
tions;
• consider this as a first step towards a wider ac-
ceptance of IHL and IHRL. 

 
By the end of 2008, 35 NSAs from ten countries 
(Burma/Myanmar, Burundi, India, Iraq, Iran, the 
Philippines, Somalia, Sudan, Turkey and Western 
Sahara) signed the Deed of Commitment banning 
AP mines. 

In 2008, significant progress was made in the im-
plementation of the AP mine ban. Seven signatory 
NSAs in Burma/Myanmar, Burundi, Iraq, Somalia, 
Sudan and Western Sahara, destroyed more than 
9’000 stockpiled AP mines, as well as Improvied 

Explosive Devices’ (IED) components. By the end 
of 2008, 16 signatories undertook or facilitated 
mine clearance and mine risk education (MRE), 
while 14 signatories engaged in or facilitated vic-
tim assistance. Geneva Call contributed to these ef-
forts by mobilizing the support of specialized mine 
action organizations. In some cases, lack of secu-
rity and external technical assistance hindered the 
implementation of the Deed of Commitment ban-
ning AP mines. Geneva Call drew attention to this 
challenge during the Ninth Meeting of the States 
Parties to the AP Mine Ban Convention held in Ge-
neva in November.

“Moldova is appreciative of the work of NGOs 
aimed at engaging NSAs to apply the provisions 
of the Ottawa Convention and promote their 
adherence to its norms.  Moreover, we recog-
nize the important complementary role that 
NGOs could play in universalizing the Conven-
tion in the broader context of implementation 
of the Actions #7 and #46 of the Nairobi Action 
Plan”.

Statement by Mr. Victor Moraru,  Repre-
sentative of the Republic of Moldova, on 
universalization and the question of NSAs, 
Meetings of the Standing Committee on the 
General Status and Operation of the AP 
Mine Ban Convention.
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Overall, signatories complied with their commit-
ments. However, in 2008, governments concerned   
accused two signatory NSAs of AP mine and IED 
use. Investigations by Geneva Call have yet to un-
cover conclusive evidence in support of these al-
legations.

Together with its local partners, Geneva Call held 
discussions with approximately 40 non-signatory 
NSAs in 15 countries. In areas where direct access 
was limited, Geneva Call worked with civil soci-
ety organizations to urge NSAs to join the ban or 
at least to initiate mine action activities (mapping, 
marking, demining, victim assistance and MRE) in 
order to reduce the effect of AP mines on the civil-
ian population. Geneva Call held six workshops to 
mobilize civil society organizations to undertake 
mine action. It also participated in various confer-
ences to increase awareness of its activities, suc-
cesses and challenges.

* * *

Children and Armed 
Non-State Actors

Children are particularly vulnerable to the effects 
of armed conflict. They may be separated from 
their caregivers, their education may be interrupted 
or prevented from commencing, and, in many re-
spects, they are less able to withstand physical and 
mental trauma. A particular problem is that they 
may be more easily recruited (forcibly or by other 
means) into armed forces or NSAs, and in addi-
tion to combat roles, may be used as spies, porters, 
informants, and even for sexual purposes. In many 
cases children join armed forces or NSAs to escape 
daily hardships such as a lack of basic subsistence 
needs or abusive relationships. Some join in search 
of a sense of empowerment, or to revenge the loss 
of family members. In other circumstances, chil-
dren live with family members who are active in 
NSAs, or in communities where the separation of 
fighters and civilians is practically non-existent. 

Following several years of building its capacity 
and profile, and strategic thinking in collaboration 
with United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
Geneva Call formally set its Children and Armed 
Non-State Actor (CANSA) programme in mo-

“Human rights and humanitarian law often fo-
cus on States as the primary actors in conflict. 
Increasingly, however, in our work it is the non-
State actor that also engages in grave viola-
tions against children…”.

Statement by Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy,  
Special Representative of the Secretary-Ge- 
neral for Children and Armed Conflict (SRSG) 
- Human Rights Council (September 2008), 
Geneva.
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tion in 2008. The main objective of Geneva Call’s 
CANSA programme is to improve NSA compli-
ance with international norms related to children 
and armed conflict. 

In April, Geneva Call was invited to attend the 
conference Increasing the Impact on the Ground: 
NGO and EU Collaboration in the Thematic Area 
of Children Affected by Armed Conflict, where it 
played a key role in including in the conference 
recommendations the need for the development of 
an EU strategy to engage NSAs. In September, Ge-
neva Call went to New York to hold consultative 
meetings with governments, the ICRC, UNICEF, 
and the SRSG on the complementary nature of the 
CANSA programme with the United Nations Se-
curity Council (UNSC) process under Resolution 
1612. Many actors encouraged Geneva Call to use 
its comparative advantages, such as flexibility, neu-
trality, independence and existing confidence with 
NSAs, to improve NSAs respect of international 
standards on the protection of children in armed 
conflict. 

Geneva Call undertook exploratory missions to 
meet with Burmese, Filipino and Colombian NSAs 
and civil society actors. Discussions were also held 
in Geneva with Kurdish and Indian NSAs. Initial 
indications are that there are large differences in 
NSA knowledge of children and armed conflict 
standards. Some NSAs had knowledge only of 
local cultural norms, whereas others were high-
ly versed in IHL and IHRL complexities. Some 
NSAs expressed a desire for greater inclusion in 
international processes. The missions revealed that 
while there are many international and local actors 
working on push factors, reducing the “supply” of 
children towards NSAs, there is much less pro-
grammatic focus on pull factors, or reducing the 
“demand” for children by NSAs. 

The consultative meetings and missions of the 
CANSA department highlighted the need to in-
crease NSA knowledge of, and involvement in, 
combating the use and recruitment of children in 
armed conflicts. In order to do so, in 2008, Gene-
va Call completed a strategy for the creation of a 
mechanism under which NSAs can commit to, and 
implement, the most effective standards of protec-
tion.

* * *

Gender Issues and the 
Protection of Women 

during Armed Conflict 

Women and girls form a significant contingent in 
NSAs in over 55 countries worldwide. Although 
numbers vary from conflict to conflict, up to one 
third of NSA affiliates are women who perform 
a variety of roles: active fighters, porters, spies, 
cooks, security guards, and sex slaves - so-called 
‘bush wives.’ Despite growing awareness of their 
plight, the international community rarely hears 
of their experiences during armed conflicts. Addi-

“Consider developing a strategy to promote 
the engagement of non-State armed groups on 
Children Affected by Armed Conflict (CAAC) 
issues. Such a strategy would support direct 
NGO efforts and ensure that terrorist blacklists 
do not impede legitimate NGO efforts”.

Recommendation 18 from “Increasing the Im-
pact on the Ground: EU and NGO Cooperation 
in the Thematic Area of CAAC”, Ljubljana, 
17-18 April 2008.
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In partnership with the Small Arms Survey, a first 
research case study was carried out in South Su-
dan to explore the roles and experiences of women 
and girls associated with the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Movement/Army (SPLM/A) during and 
after armed conflict. In September 2008, following 
field research, Geneva Call co-published an article 
entitled No Standing, Few Prospects. How Peace 
is Failing South Sudanese Female Combatants 
and Women Associated with Armed Forces and 
Groups.

Small Arms Survey  
and Geneva Call 
Article on women and 
NSAs in South Sudan, 
September 2008.
Credit: Geneva Call.

tionally, both NSA-associated and civilian women 
suffer from NSA-perpetrated acts of violence, in-
cluding sexual violence. Through desk and field 
research, as well as discussions with NSAs, civil 
society actors and international organizations, 
Geneva Call aims to develop a strategy for NSA 
engagement on issues related to the protection of 
women during armed conflicts. 

Geneva Call finalized the framework for a com-
prehensive research project, which would enhance 
knowledge of the roles and experiences of women 
and girls during armed conflict. It will explore 
women’s capabilities and vulnerabilities within 
NSAs, and the gender dynamics that operate with-
in the armed groups. Using this research, Geneva 
Call will identify appropriate NSA engagement 
strategies on these issues. It will also contribute to 
the international community’s understanding of, 
and current initiatives related to, the protection of 
women and girls during armed conflict.

“The research recently undertaken by Geneva 
Call with women associated with the SPLM/A 
in Southern Sudan is helping us validate and 
inform our planning for the reintegration of 
these women”. 

Extract from the Endorsement of the Bureau 
for Crisis Recovery and Prevention (BCRP) on 
Geneva Call’s work, Geneva, 10 April 2008.

Female Fighters, Western Sahara, May 2008.
Credit: Geneva Call.
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Based on interviews and focus groups with a wide 
range of stakeholders in South Sudan, the article 
examined the capabilities, vulnerabilities, needs, 
and current situation of women and girls in the 
SPLM/A. Key findings included the prevalent 
sexual abuse of women and girls by all parties to 
the conflict, the negative impact on the welfare of 
women and girls of the delay in disarmament, de-
mobilization and reintegration (DDR) programmes, 
and the poor organization of Security Sector Re-
form (SSR) in the South.

Through the course of its engagement work with 
Asian NSAs, Geneva Call organized focus groups 
and attended bilateral meetings with NSAs from 
India, Burma/Myanmar and the Philippines. It 
discussed the possibility of holding a sensitization 
workshop on IHL and IHRL, with a specific focus 
on relevant norms related to the protection of wom-
en during armed conflicts. In addition, introductory 
discussions on issues related to the protection of 
women during conflicts, including the roles of fe-
male fighters and women associated with NSAs 
were held with Indian and Kurdish NSAs.

“Even when women were consulted about gen-
der issues or directly included in the peace ne-
gotiations, it was only a gesture to showcase 
democracy and inclusiveness: their perspec-
tives and their experiences in peacebuilding 
and negotiation were not recognized or fully 
utilized”. 

Ann Itto, Senior SPLM official, Juba, March 
2008.

In order to better integrate the gender programme 
into Geneva Call’s work, the operational staff at-
tended introductory briefings on gender related is-
sues and the legal framework on the protection of 
women and girls during armed conflicts. 

* * *
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Burundi

Conflict Situation

The former armed opposition movement, the Con-
seil National pour la Défense de la Démocratie-
Forces de Défense de la Démocratie (CNDD-FDD 
- National Council for the Defence of Democracy 
- Forces for the Defence of Democracy), came to 
power in 2005 by winning democratic elections. 
In 2008, talks between the CNDD-FDD led gov-
ernment and the last active NSA, the Parti pour la 
Libération du Peuple Hutu-Forces Nationales de 
Libération (Palipehutu-FNL - Party for the Libera-
tion of the Hutu People - National Liberation Forc-
es) about the implementation of the 2006 ceasefire 
agreement were still ongoing. 

AP mine contamination in Burundi is the result of 
more than ten years of civil war during which both 
the army and NSAs used this weapon. Mine action 
progressed rapidly after the end of hostilities, and, 
in 2008, Burundi announced it was on the point of 

V - Geneva Call Operations Worldwide                                                                                          

Africa

Geneva Call continued monitoring and supporting 
the implementation of the Deed of Commitment 
banning AP mines signed by 20 African NSAs.

With technical assistance from specialized or-
ganizations, two signatories carried out stockpile 
destructions in Western Sahara and Somalia. Two 
other signatories in Burundi and Sudan, which 
have since joined their national governments, com-
pleted the destruction of their AP mine stocks. Ge-
neva Call also mobilized specialized organizations 
to undertake explosive ordnance disposal (EOD) 
and to provide emergency support to mine victims 
in NSA-controlled areas in Somalia.

In addition, Geneva Call continued its advocacy ef-
forts with non-signatory NSAs operating in Niger 
and Senegal, and undertook field research on the 
situation of women in South Sudan.

* * *
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freeing itself from the threat of mines and UXOs, 
having cleared most of the suspected areas.

Activities

The CNDD-FDD signed the Deed of Commitment 
banning AP mines in 2003. After becoming part of 
the goverment in 2005, it took important steps to 
implement the AP Mine Ban Convention. These ef-
forts included the destruction, on 17 March 2008, 
of Burundi’s stockpile of 664 AP mines in compli-
ance with the four-year deadline set under Article 
4 of the AP Mine Ban Convention. The mines de-
stroyed included part of the stock of the CNDD-
FDD, combined with those of the government’s 
armed forces. On 10 October, the parliament 
adopted new legislation on the implementation of 
the AP Mine Ban Convention. 

In response to a request by the Minister of Public 
Security, Geneva Call began preparations in De-
cember for a joint technical meeting with the Pali-
pehutu-FNL to help identify the last areas affected 
by AP mines and other ERW. Even though the 
Palipehutu-FNL was not a signatory to the Deed of 
Commitment banning AP mines, the movement’s 
president denounced the use of these weapons and 
committed to collaborating in mine action during 
discussions with Geneva Call in 2006.  

Niger

Conflict Situation

The Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice 
(MNJ - Movement of Nigeriens for Justice) has 
been fighting the government since February 2007. 
The northern Agadez region has been under a state 
of emergency since August 2007 and clashes in-
tensified in the second half of 2008. This not only 
affected the local economy, but also impeded hu-
manitarian aid and relief efforts. 

While there was no confirmed AP mine use, the Ni-
ger army collected a number of AP mines through 
disarmament schemes in 2008. Anti-Vehicle (AV) 
mines were laid indiscriminately since the begin-
ning of the conflict, causing both military and civil-
ian casualties.

Activities

Geneva Call began engaging the MNJ following 
an assessment mission to Niamey in February. In 
September, after several preliminary meetings, 
Geneva Call held a day-long workshop with rep-
resentatives of the MNJ’s political wing in Europe, 

Remains of a vehi-
cule belonging to 
Abou Mahamane, 
a journalist who 
died after his car 
hit an AV mine, 
Niamey, Niger, 9 
January 2008. 
Credit: Alternative 
Espaces Citoyens.
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to explain the AP Mine Ban Convention, interna-
tional norms restricting the use of AV mines, and to 
identify ways to promote respect for these norms 
by fighters in the field. MNJ representatives de-
clared the movement only uses AV mines against 
military targets and has a stated policy banning AP 
mines. In December, Aïr Info, a local newspaper 
based in northern Niger, published a dossier on the 
landmine issue. The dossier included a summary of 
the international norms on AP and AV mines pre-
pared by Geneva Call in order to sensitize readers 
in areas where the MNJ operates.

Geneva Call undertook a second mission to Ni-
amey in December to consult with the government 
and other stakeholders on opportunities to meet 
with MNJ military leaders in northern Niger. Sen-
ior Niger government officials supported Geneva 
Call’s intervention. However, security concerns, 
due to an increasing number of AV mine incidents 
from October and the kidnapping of the UN Sec-
retary General’s Special Envoy to Niger in De-
cember, hindered access to the MNJ’s main area 
of operation. 

Senegal

Conflict Situation

Despite the 2004 peace accord, the long-lasting 
conflict between the Mouvement des Forces Dé-
mocratiques de Casamance (MFDC - Movement 
of the Democratic Forces of Casamance) and the 
government on the status of the Casamance en-
clave has not been settled. Sporadic fighting con-
tinued, and the various factions of the MFDC have 
not disarmed.

While the intensity of AP mine use decreased since 
the height of the conflict in the late 1990s, a faction 
of the MFDC reportedly laid AP mines in 2006. 
In late 2006 and early 2007, two different MFDC 
factions carried out attacks against military dem-
iners. In 2008, Senegalese authorities requested an 
extension of seven years to complete their mine 
clearance obligations, under Article 5 of the AP 
Mine Ban Convention, citing armed conflict with 
the MFDC as a persistent challenge for demining 
the country’s South.

“Indeed, it seems necessary to reassure MFDC 
combatants who could perceive the implemen-
tation of a demining programme as an attempt 
to weaken their military positions. Senegal 
wishes to reinforce the neutral and humanitar-
ian nature of its demining activities and has 
committed to associating the MFDC to its ac-
tions to the extent possible”.

(Translated from French) 
Article 5 extension request, Senegal, 
8 July 2008.
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Somalia

Conflict Situation

Armed opposition groups, particularly Islamist in-
surgents, continued to challenge the Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) established in 2004. In 
2008, these insurgents captured much of South and 
Central Somalia. In the northern regions, the dis-
pute between the self-declared Republic of Soma-
liland and the neighbouring authorities of Puntland 
over the border areas of Sol and Sanag persisted. 

AP mines and ERW contaminate Somalia fol-
lowing several decades of international and non-
international armed conflicts. There is no compre-
hensive mine action underway in the country, with 
the exception of Somaliland and, to a lesser extent, 
Puntland. Although there were no confirmed re-
ports of new AP mine use in 2008, insurgents com-
monly used command-detonated bombs and IEDs 
against the TFG and foreign troops. 

Activities

Geneva Call began engaging the MFDC in an AP 
mine ban in 2006. Much of the effort has targeted 
the Kassolol and Diakaye factions based along the 
border with Guinea Bissau and other areas affected 
by AP mines. In August, together with its local part-
ner NGO, the Association pour la Promotion Rurale 
de l’Arrondissement de Nyassia-Solidarité, Dével-
oppement, Paix (APRAN-SDP), Geneva Call held 
a workshop with six senior military commanders 
of the MFDC’s Kassolol and Diakaye factions to 
promote their adherence to the AP Mine Ban Con-
vention’s norms. Despite their general lack of trust 
in mine action - due to the stalled peace process 
and past military demining attempts by the Senega-
lese army - the session deepened MFDC leaders’ 
understanding of the mine ban process and of mine 
action initiatives underway in Senegal. For the first 
time, leaders expressed receptiveness towards the 
principle of progressive humanitarian demining 
undertaken by neutral NGOs, provided consulta-
tions on targeted areas occurred prior to demining 
efforts. Following the meeting, discussions within 
the factions showed that internal differences on the 
issue remained. This illustrated the need for ad-
ditional advocacy. Kassolol and Diakaye leaders 
claimed they no longer used AP mines, but contin-
ued opposing a total renunciation of this weapon 
and a comprehensive demining of the region, par-
ticularly in areas close to their camps, so long as a 
final settlement of the conflict with the government 
was not reached.
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Activities

Continued fighting was a challenge for the imple-
mentation of the Deed of Commitments banning 
AP mines signed by factions and local authorities 
in previous years. South and Central Somalia re-
mained particularly dangerous for humanitarian 
organizations. Additionally, increased insecurity in 
Somaliland and Puntland, culminating in a wave of 
suicide bombings in  October, showed that instabil-
ity could spread to the northern regions. This situ-
ation forced Geneva Call to postpone workshops 
and meetings planned in late 2008 in Garowe and 
Hargeisa. 

In spite of these security challenges, Geneva Call, 
as part of its follow-up work to support implemen-
tation of the Deed of Commitment banning AP 
mines, facilitated the deployment of an interna-
tional demining NGO, the Mines Advisory Group 
(MAG), to Garowe. On 24 July, the Puntland Mine 
Action Center (PMAC), with technical assistance 
from MAG, destroyed 48 stockpiled AP mines - 
the first officially recorded AP mine destruction in 
the area. MAG also worked with PMAC and Punt-
land Police EOD teams, to clear ERW discovered 
by communities.

In July, Geneva Call mobilized the Swiss Foun-
dation for Landmine Victims’ Aid to support the 
medical evacuation of children injured by ERWs 
in Garowe. In Somaliland, Geneva Call contin-
ued working with the Institute for Practical Train-
ing and Research (IPRT) to urge the Parliament to 
adopt legislation prohibiting the use and posses-
sion of AP mines.

“Puntland is determined to destroy its AP mine 
stockpile in compliance with the Deed of Com-
mitment and will continue to facilitate mine ac-
tion to the best of its ability. We are grateful 
for the support provided to date in the form of 
landmine impact surveys and, more recently, 
EOD. But we also hope that today’s successful 
operation will help mobilize resources to be-
gin clearing areas contaminated by mines and 
ERW in order to prevent future accidents and 
release contaminated land for the communities 
to use”. 

Statement by Mr. Yassin Ali Abdulle, Punt-
land Vice-Minister of Interior and Security, 
on the destruction of Puntland AP mine 
stockpile, July 2008.

Puntland forces hand 
over stockpiled AP mines 
to PMAC and MAG for 
destruction, Garowe, 
Puntland, 23 July 2008. 
Credit: MAG Somalia 
Programme.
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Sudan

Conflict Situation

Since the signing of the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement (CPA) in 2005, a government of nation-
al unity, incorporating the former rebel group; the 
SPLM/A, ruled Sudan. However, the implementa-
tion of the CPA has been slow and uneasy, putting 
the hard-fought peace at risk. In the Darfur region, 
the conflict that escalated in 2003 continued.

Both the government forces and NSAs, including 
the SPLM/A, used AP mines in South Sudan, se-
verely contaminating the region. During the con-
flict, South Sudan was also the site of many vio-
lations of the rights of women, who were subject 
to sexual abuse, abductions, forced marriage and 
survival prostitution. Their active participation in 
the armed conflict left them in a delicate and in-
secure post-war situation, where their contribution 
and subsequent rights remain unrecognised. 

Activities

The SPLM/A signed the Deed of Commitment ban-
ning AP mines in 2001. After becoming part of 

the national government, the movement remained 
committed to the AP mine ban and humanitarian 
mine action. On 31 March 2008, it destroyed 6’078 
stockpiled AP mines, thereby completing Sudan’s 
obligation under Article 4 of the AP Mine Ban 
Convention.

As part of its exploratory work on the protection 
of women in armed conflict, Geneva Call under-
took a field research project to examine the roles, 
needs, capabilities and vulnerabilities of women 
associated with the SPLM/A during and after the 
conflict in South Sudan. The article was published 
in September, as an Issue Brief of the Small Arms 
Survey’s Sudan Human Security Baseline Assess-
ment (HSBA) project. (See Gender and Publica-
tions sections).

Western Sahara

Conflict Situation

The sovereignty of Western Sahara remains the 
subject of a dispute between the independence 
movement, the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Saguia el Hamra and Rio de Oro (Polisario Front), 
and the Kingdom of Morocco. Since the 1991 UN-
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brokered ceasefire, most of the territory is under 
Moroccan control. In 2007, direct talks between 
the two parties began under the auspices of the UN, 
but progress has yet to be made. 

As a consequence of the armed conflict, AP mines 
and ERW heavily contaminate Western Sahara. 
Contributing to this is the landmine-fortified berm 
stretching across the territory, built by the Moroc-
can army. In recent years, mine action activities 
expanded.

Activities

Geneva Call and its local partner, the Saharawi 
Campaign to Ban Landmines (SCBL), continued 
to support and monitor the implementation of the 
Deed of Commitment banning AP mines, signed 
by the Polisario Front in 2005. This included the 
distribution of Geneva Call’s training manual on 
the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines to the 
Polisario rank and file. On 21 May, the Polisario 
Front, with technical assistance from Landmine 
Action, destroyed 2’000 stockpiled AP mines in 

AP mines awaiting destruction by the Polisario Front, 
Tifariti, Western Sahara, 21 May 2008. 
Credit: Geneva Call.

Tifariti, Western Sahara. This third destruction op-
eration brought the total amount of AP mines de-
stroyed by the Polisario Front since 2005 to 8’642. 
Geneva Call, the SCBL, and Landmine Action ob-
served the whole operation. The SCBL and Geneva 
Call held a workshop to raise awareness of the AP 
mine ban among Polisario members and its con-
stituency. It served as an opportunity to present the 
progress made in mine action since the signing of 
the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. The 
Minister of Defence of the Polisario Front chaired 
the workshop, during which Landmine Action also 
presented its ongoing activities. 

In June, following a government invitation, Ge-
neva Call travelled to Morocco and Moroccan-
controlled areas of Western Sahara. The delegation 
visited mine-affected areas, hospitals and reha-
bilitation centres, and met senior officials from the 
Royal Moroccan Army, the Ministries of Foreign 
Affairs, Interior and Health, as well as representa-
tives of the United Nations Mission for the Refer-
endum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) and NGOs. 
The visit enabled Geneva Call to get a sense of the 
local landmine problem and current efforts to ad-
dress it. It led to the formulation by Geneva Call 
of a series of recommendations on how Morocco 
could enhance mine action and move towards ac-
cession to the AP Mine Ban Convention.

* * *

ASIA

In Asia, NSAs operate in Afghanistan, Pakistan, In-
dia, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar/Burma, Thailand, 
Indonesia and the Philippines, and are accused of 
various humanitarian violations. 
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Geneva Call continued its engagement of approxi-
mately 20 NSAs in India, Myanmar/Burma, the 
Philippines and Sri Lanka. In compliance with the 
Deed of Commitment banning AP mines, a signato-
ry in Myanmar/Burma reported clearing all its AP 
mines and destroyed stockpiles of mine compo-
nents. Another signatory cooperated in MRE, land-
mine victim surveys and dangerous area surveys. 
Several non-signatory NSAs have also expressed 
an interest in working in a step-by-step approach 
to the mine ban. 

The engagement of NSAs in the mine ban has left 
Geneva Call well placed to approach the same 
NSAs on the issue of child protection during con-
flict, as well as on gender related issues. Informa-
tion obtained from these NSAs during the course of 
the year on both thematic aspects has contributed 
to the formulation of Geneva Call’s programmes in 
these areas.

* * *

Burma/Myanmar

Conflict Situation

Burma/Myanmar’s internal armed conflict prima-
rily persisted in the border regions, where approxi-
mately 30 NSAs operate, ten of which have cease-

fire agreements with the military junta known as the 
State Peace and Development Council (SPDC).

The conflict resulted in over 500’000 refugees re-
siding in neighbouring countries and an estimated 
one million Internally Displaced Persons (IDP). 
Both the SPDC and NSAs increased their use of 
AP mines and IEDs, leading to high casualty rates 
among civilians. There is no official humanitarian 
mine action programme in the country. Annex I of 
the 2007 Annual Report of the Secretary-General 
on Children and Armed Conflict, released in 2008, 
reports that the SPDC and several NSAs recruit or 
use children in their armed forces, and are respon-
sible for other conflict-related violations against 
children.

Activities 

Since 2003, six NSAs have signed the Deed of 
Commitment banning AP mines. In 2008, one sig-
natory, the Chin National Front (CNF) indicated 
that it managed to clear and destroy all of the 
mines it planted, as well as destroy its stocks of 
mine components.

CNF inventorying for the destruction of mine compo-
nents, Burma/Myanmar. Credit: CNF.
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Geneva Call conducted four missions during the 
course of the year to meet with relevant commu-
nity-based organizations, NGOs, NSAs and other 
important stakeholders. It also supported the or-
ganization of three collective meetings; two among 
the Karen community and one among the Karenni 
community. The Committee for Internally Dis-
placed Karen People (CIDKP) and the Karenni So-
cial Welfare and Development Center (KSWDC) 
arranged these meetings with the participation of 
the Karen National Union (KNU) and the Karenni 
National Progressive Party (KNPP) respectively. 
They provided an opportunity for the community-
based organizations and the relevant NSAs to dis-
cuss the AP mine issue and think about possible 
mine action initiatives. 

Karen Meeting on Mine Action, May 2008. Credit: 
Geneva Call.

“The Karenni welcome Geneva Call’s activi-
ties. There are many things to be done, but most 
important is to increase awareness among the 
Karenni Army”.

KNPP Representative, first Karenni Con-
sultation on Mine Action, 5 May 2008.

Geneva Call attended international conferences to 
hold initial meetings with the Association of South-
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) member States, the 
diplomatic missions of neighbouring countries, in-
ternational organizations and experts to address the 
AP mine issue in Burma/Myanmar. 

Geneva Call also met representatives of both the 
KNU and the KNPP to gain their perspectives on 
the protection of children in armed conflict, and in 
particular, on their listing in Annex I of the Secre-
tary-General’s Report (see above). The issue is of 
significance as both NSAs are listed, despite their 
signature to an agreement with UNICEF and the 
SRSG banning the use and recruitment of children 
in conflict.

Geneva Call met women associated with NSAs in 
Burma/Myanmar and the respective leaderships of 
their organizations, to assess the relevance for them 
of the proposed Asia Regional Women’s Workshop 
on IHL and IHRL. As the women were less famil-
iar with IHL, they were eager to participate in the 
proposed workshop, which they felt would be val-
uable for them and their organizations. The leader-
ships of the organizations echoed this view.

India
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Conflict situation

The continued presence of more than 100 NSAs 
in North-East India contributed to local armed 
clashes, particularly in Assam, Tripura, Nagaland, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur. The relationship 
between NSAs, as well as between NSAs and the 
government - both at central and state levels - con-
stantly evolved. Only a few NSAs were in dialogue 
with the government to pursue a peaceful end to 
their particular armed conflict. 

Since 2000, reports of AP mine/IED-use by NSAs 
in North-East India increased, specifically in Ma-
nipur where some NSAs reportedly used victim-
activated devices. This increased usage led to ap-
proximately 200 civilian casualties. There were 
very few MRE and victim assistance programmes 
in the region. In many remote rural areas in North-
East India the quality and the availability of medi-
cal services were particularly problematic. The 
army reportedly conducted AP mine/IED clearance 
operations in some affected areas of North-East In-
dia, but not in a systematic manner.

Several sources indicate that NSAs in North-East 
India used or recruited children, for instance to 
ferry explosives or throw grenades. There are also 
reports that at least some NSAs in North-East In-
dia had women cadres, though little is known about 
their roles within the organizations.

Activities 

During 2008, together with its local partner, the In-
dian Campaign to Ban Landmines/Indian Institute 
for Peace, Disarmament and Environmental Pro-
tection (IIPDEP), Geneva Call continued its en-

gagement  of NSAs in the North-East, with a spe-
cific focus on NSAs in Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura 
and Assam. While IIPDEP met interlocutors in the 
North-East, Geneva Call met NSAs from the region 
and organizations close to the NSAs outside of the 
country. By the end of 2008, four NSAs expressed 
a serious interest in the Geneva Call process, whilst 
engagement of several others was ongoing.

In December, Geneva Call held discussions with 
an Indian NSA in Geneva, in order to introduce its 
CANSA and gender programmes, and to gain their 
perspectives on the matter. 

Philippines

Conflict Situation

There were several NSAs active in the Republic 
of the Philippines. The conflict between the gov-
ernment and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) in Mindanao escalated markedly in the lat-
ter part of 2008, after the Supreme Court blocked 
the signing of a Memorandum of Agreement on the 
issue of ancestral domain. Attempts to bring the 
parties back to talks were not fruitful. Fighting be-
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tween government forces and the Communist Par-
ty of the Philippines/ New Peoples Army/National 
Democratic Front of the Philippines (CPP/NPA/
NDFP) continued in various parts of the country, 
while initiatives aimed at restarting the stalled 
peace process were unsuccessful. Negotiations 
between the government and the Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) on the implementation 
of the 1996 peace agreement were still ongoing at 
year’s end. The Revolutionary Workers Party of 
the Philippines/Revolutionary Proletarian Army 
(Alex Boncayo Brigade) (RPM-P/RPA-ABB) and 
the Revolutionary Workers Party of Mindanao/ 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army (RPM-M/RPA) 
were also engaged in peace processes with the gov-
ernment. 

NSAs sporadically used AP mines and other vic-
tim-activated IEDs during occasional clashes with 
the government. It is estimated that the upsurge in 
conflict in Mindanao led to the displacement of up 
to 600’000 civilians at the height of the fighting. At 
year’s end, over 320’000 were still displaced, of 
which between 75’000 and 100’000 were residing 
in welfare camps. 

Annex I of the 2007 Annual Report of the Secre-
tary-General on Children and Armed Conflict re-
ported that three NSAs recruited or used children 
in their armed forces.

Activities 

Geneva Call continued engagement of the NDFP 
and the MNLF, with a view to convincing them to 
ban the use of AP mines. Several meetings took 
place during the year, both in the Philippines and in 
the Netherlands, where the leadership of the NDFP 
is based.

Geneva Call monitored the implementation of obli-
gations under the Deed of Commitment banning AP 
mines by the signatory NSAs, and met with repre-
sentatives of these organizations in this respect. In 
the latter part of the year Geneva Call actively pur-
sued enquiries into allegations of MILF mine use 
made by the government during the upsurge in the 
conflict. As initial enquiries did not yield definitive 
information as to whether there had been a breach 
of obligations under the Deed of Commitment ban-
ning AP mines, Geneva Call actively pursued the 
facilitation of a verification mission to investigate 
the allegations. Whilst MILF leaders asserted that 
they would welcome and co-operate with such a 
verification mission, the necessary arrangements 
had not been finalised by the end of the year.

Geneva Call facilitated an assessment mission 
by the Programme for the Study of International 
Organisations (PSIO) of the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies (IHEID), 
Geneva, to examine possibilities of developing 
a programme aimed at supporting the transition 
of the Moro political-military entities into politi-
cal parties. Unfortunately, the deterioration in the 
ground situation in relevant areas meant that this 
programme had to be postponed until more condu-
cive conditions prevailed. 

Geneva Call conducted exploratory missions to 
the Philippines and the Netherlands in order to in-
form the overall strategy of the new CANSA pro-
gramme. Many key stakeholders from the govern-
ment and civil society expressed the view that the 
inclusive approach of Geneva Call could contribute 
to the protection of children in the ongoing-armed 
conflicts. Geneva Call met with representatives of 
both the MILF and the NDFP to gain their perspec-
tives on the issue in general, and in particular, on 
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their listing as grave violators against children in 
situations of armed conflict by the UN Secretary-
General. Geneva Call noted with interest the SRSG 
announcement of the reported agreement with the 
MILF to enter into an action plan with the United 
Nations, pursuant to Security Council Resolution 
1612. 

Sri Lanka

Meeting between Geneva Call and the MILF regarding 
children and armed conflict. Credit: Geneva Call.

Conflict Situation

The conflict escalated after the abrogation of the 
2002 ceasefire by the government at the beginning 
of the year. By the end of 2008, the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) maintained control of 
a fraction of the territory that it controlled at the 
time of the ceasefire. There was no meaningful 
prospect of a return to either a ceasefire or peace 
talks, as the government expressed confidence that 
a military victory was imminent. For its part, the 
LTTE asserted that any setbacks were temporary, 
and, as on previous occasions, the course of the 
conflict would turn again. 

The increased intensity of the conflict adversely 
affected civilians, with a number being injured or 
killed and many more displaced. There has been 
extensive documentation on the use of AP mines 
by the LTTE. In 2008, women and children still 
formed a significant contingent of the LTTE.

Activities

Unable to access Sri Lanka throughout 2008, Ge-
neva Call’s opportunities for progress were ex-
tremely limited. Nevertheless, it closely monitored 
developments and maintained contact with key in-
terlocutors. Geneva Call, in conjunction with the 
Centre for Just Peace and Democracy (CJPD) and 
the International Movement against all Forms of 
Discrimination and Racism (IMADR), developed 
a concept for a Seminar on Children and Armed 
Conflict, with Sri Lanka as a case study. 

* * *
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Europe

Turkey

Conflict Situation

At the end of 2007, the Turkish government in-
tensified its military operations against the Kon-
gra Gelê Kurdistan/Hezên Parestena Gel/Par-
tiya Karkerên Kurdistan (KONGRA-GEL/HPG/
PKK - Kurdistan People’s Congress/People’s De-
fence Forces/Kurdistan’s Worker’s Party). The air 
force launched heavy cross border raids into Iraqi 
Kurdistan, where KONGRA-GEL/HPG/PKK had 
its strongholds. The air attacks continued during 
2008 and in February the Turkish government sent 
ground troops into northern Iraq.

Both the Turkish government and KONGRA-GEL/
HPG/PKK used AP mines in the past, leaving the 
Kurdish regions of Turkey heavily contaminated. 
Mine accidents began in the early 1990s, with at 
least 19 mine/victim-activated IED casualties re-
ported in 2008. The majority of people affected 
were civilians, particularly women and children.

There have been reports that allege that Kurdish 
NSAs use children in the armed conflict. These al-
legations, while well documented, were not veri-
fied.

Activities 

Despite the lack of access, Geneva Call monitored 
the implementation of the Deed of Commitment 
banning AP mines by the KONGRA-GEL/HPG/
PKK. Geneva Call examined human rights organi-
zations’ reports on the conflict, and relevant Turk-
ish and Kurdish local and national online media 
in order to crosscheck mine use allegations and 
mine accidents in areas where KONGRA-GEL/
HPG/PKK were operating. It produced a detailed 
analysis on AP mine use allegations and submitted 
it to KONGRA-GEL/HPG/PKK representatives in 
Europe and in the Iraqi Kurdistan mountains. Ac-
cording to the HPG’s response to Geneva Call at 
the end of 2008, KONGRA-GEL/HPG/PKK only 
used command-detonated IEDs in attacks on secu-
rity personnel during military operations. Howev-
er, such attacks occasionally resulted in collateral 
civilian casualties. Following the HPG’s report, it  
demanded a verification mission through a dossier 
sent to Geneva Call. This did not occur due to lack 
of permission by the Turkish government. 

Following a request of Kurdish and Turkish civil 
society members and journalists, Geneva Call 
translated basic documents on IHL into Turkish. 
This contributed to their capacity to monitor the hu-
manitarian situation, including the AP mine ban. 

2008 also saw the establishment of initial dialogue 
with KONGRA-GEL/HPG/PKK on the protection 
of children and women in armed conflict.

* * *
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Latin America

Colombia

Conflict Situation

More than 40 years of internal armed conflict in-
volve the Colombian armed forces and various 
NSAs. The Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de 
Colombia-Ejército del Pueblo (FARC-EP - Revo-
lutionary Armed Forces of Colombia-People’s 
Army) and the Ejército de Liberación Nacional 
(ELN - National Liberation Army) were the main 
NSAs active in 2008. Negotiations between suc-
cessive governments and the two NSAs failed to 
yield results, and military action continued to pre-
vail. After the official demobilization of more than 
30’000 paramilitary members in 2005, several new 
armed groups emerged, composed of remnants of 
paramilitary groups, non-demobilized groups and 
new criminal gangs. They began fighting each oth-
er, other pre-existing guerrilla groups and govern-
mental forces. 

The conflict claimed more than 45’000 lives as 
fighting continued to intensify. In 2008 Colombia 

was the country with the highest number of land-
mine and UXO victims, despite its ratification of 
the AP Mine Ban Convention in 2001. FARC-EP 
and ELN continued using AP mines and IEDs on a 
regular basis. The conflict predominantly affected 
rural areas, which were subject to displacements, 
a preponderance of AP mine victims, high ERW 
numbers, and violations of the rights of vulnerable 
groups (women, children, indigenous peoples, and 
the Afro-Colombian minority). 

Activities

Geneva Call organized three workshops in Co-
lombia, two of them in collaboration with the 
Asamblea Permanente de la Sociedad Civil por 
la Paz and Alianza Humanitaria de Acción con-
tra Minas Antipersonal. The first workshop took 
place in Bogota in August, and led to the adoption 
of a final declaration highlighting the importance 
of humanitarian agreements on landmine issues 
and calling on NSAs to sign the Deed of Commit-
ment banning AP mines. The second workshop 
was held in Pasto (Narino) in September, and in-

Workshop, Bogota, Colombia, August 2008.  
Credit: Geneva Call.



25

cluded representatives of women’s organizations 
from the south-west of Colombia. Recommenda-
tions from this event highlighted the importance 
of gender mainstreaming in mine action activities. 
They also included calls on armed actors to stop 
the use of AP mines, and calls on stakeholders to 
re-open dialogue to facilitate the adoption of hu-
manitarian agreements. In December, in coopera-
tion with the Asociación de Cabildos Indígenas del 
Norte del Cauca (ACIN), Geneva Call organized a 
third workshop in Popayan (Cauca) that resulted in 
recommendations for the implementation of mine 
action in indigenous territories. Local organiza-
tions (ACIN, El Cabildo Mayor Awá de Ricaurte 
-CAMAWARI- Unidad Indígena del pueblo Awá 
-UNIPA) and local authorities, including the Mu-
nicipalities of north-east Cauca, subsequently re-
quested Geneva Call’s collaboration in facilitating 
and supporting emergency mine action initiatives 
in contaminated areas.

Geneva Call also participated in two events in Bar-
celona, organized by the Moviment per la Pau and 
Taula Catalana per la Pau i els Drets Humans a 
Colòmbia. They aimed at raising awareness of the 
AP mine problem in Colombia.

With a view to expanding its work to other human-
itarian and human rights norms, Geneva Call be-
gan conducting research on the scope and the legal 
aspects of NSAs’ use and recruitment of children 
and the infringement of women’s rights by NSAs 
in Colombia. At year’s end, Geneva Call undertook 
a visit to Colombia in order to explore possibili-
ties of action in the protection of children in armed 
conflict, and began to analyze the results. 

* * *

Middle East

The enduring armed conflicts in the Middle East, 
namely those in Iraq, Israel/Palestine, Lebanon, 
Iran and Yemen, continued to lead to human rights 
violations and protracted displacement. 

Geneva Call maintained an ongoing dialogue with 
NSAs operating in Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, and Yemen 
on the AP mine ban. Three NSAs, in Iran and Iraq, 
signed the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. 
Pursuant to its obligations, a signatory destroyed a 
stockpile of mines located in northern Iraq. Assess-
ment missions initiated contact with non-signatory 
NSAs in Lebanon and Yemen.

In an effort to evaluate the need for expanded NSA 
engagement on women and child protection issues, 
Geneva Call began assessing the scope of child 
recruitment and use, as well as sexual and gender 
based violence by NSAs in the Middle East. 

* * *

Iran
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Conflict Situation

A number of NSAs formed in opposition to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran. Although some NSAs, such 
as the Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan Iranien 
(PDKI - Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan) 
suspended their armed operations, the Parti bo Jiy-
ani Azadi la Kurdistan (PJAK - Party for Freedom 
and Life in Kurdistan) continued in 2008 to launch 
sporadic guerrilla attacks in Iran. The Iranian army 
frequently shelled suspected PJAK strongholds in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. This had serious consequences for 
the civilians living in these areas, forcing the evac-
uation of dozens of villages. In the Belludjistan 
and Ahwazi provinces of Iran, ethnic insurgencies 
continued against the central government during 
2008. 

AP mines and other ERW, resulting from the 1980-
1988 armed conflict with Iraq, affected several 
provinces of West and south-west Iran. Some of the 
above-mentioned NSAs declared possession and 
former use of AP mines, particularly as a means to 
protect their camps in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

Activities

In 2007, the PDKI signed the Deed of Commitment 
banning AP mines. In accordance with the support 
it provided after the signing of the Deed of Com-
mitment banning AP mines, Geneva Call facilitated 
mine action in parts of Iraqi Kurdistan where the 
PDKI had camps. In September, with assistance 
from Geneva Call, the Norwegian People’s Aid 
(NPA) destroyed a PDKI stockpile containing 392 
AP mines. Geneva Call also initiated discussions 
with the PDKI on broader IHL and gender issues.

In 2008, Geneva Call continued its dialogue with 
all three factions of the Komala Party (the Koma-
lah - Kurdistan’s Organization of the Communist 
Party of Iran, the Komala Party of Kurdistan, and 
the Komala Party - Iranian Kurdistan). During 
missions to Iraqi Kurdistan in August, Geneva Call 
visited the headquarters of all three factions, and, 
soon thereafter, all communicated their decision to 
sign the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines.

According to Kawa Bahrami, member of the 
PDKI central committee and head of the Pesh-
merga, AP mines have caused thousands of vic-
tims, especially in the Kurdish regions, and the 
PDKI will actively encourage other parties to 
ban AP mines and to destroy their stockpiles. 

Destruction of PDKI stockpiles, Iraq,  
September 2008. Credit: Geneva Call.
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Iraq

Conflict Situation

In 2003, a year after signing the Deed of Commit-
ment banning AP mines, the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) formed a unified regional government. Al-
though, since 2003, the Kurdistan region of Iraq 
has enjoyed relative peace and security, it was, for 
a long time, the theatre of a violent armed conflict 
between Iraqi governmental forces and Kurdish 
NSAs. The region, already mine-affected following 
the 1980-1988 war between Iran and Iraq, was fur-
ther contaminated by this internal conflict. In 2008, 
Iraq remained one of the most AP mine- and ERW-
affected countries in the world, and has among the 
highest number of landmine survivors. 

The Iraqi Kurdistan mountains, at the border be-
tween Iran and Turkey, remained the base for the 
KONGRA GEL/HPG/PKK and PJAK. Insurgent 
groups used IEDs against foreign and governmen-
tal forces within Iraq’s borders. There were also 
several armed Iranian Kurdish organizations oper-

ating in Iraq that suspended their armed struggle 
against Iran.

Activities

The military interventions of Iran and Turkey 
against the armed Kurdish NSAs in Iraqi Kurdistan 
created an urgent need for extensive ERW clear-
ance and MRE. Additionally, through local and 
international partners, Geneva Call began develop-
ing a comprehensive response to the needs of AP 
mine and ERW victims in the refugee camps of 
Iraqi Kurdistan.

Geneva Call also maintained dialogue with the re-
gional government and closely monitored the situ-
ation in other regions of Iraq in order to assess the 
possibility for engaging NSAs there.

MRE by a signatory NSA, Iraq. 
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Lebanon

Conflict Situation

For some time, Hezbollah’s armed struggle against 
Israel made it the main NSA active in Lebanon. In 
2007, months of fighting between the Lebanese 
army and the NSA Fatah Al Islam, in the Nahr Al 
Bared refugee camp in the North of the country, 
made it clear that various other NSAs were also 
active. In addition, the conflict between the rul-
ing parties and the opposition became violent for a 
short period in May 2008.

Lebanon was heavily contaminated with AP mines 
used by both Israel and NSAs between 1975 and 
the withdrawal of Israeli troops in 2000. Israel’s 
use of cluster munitions during the 2006 conflict 
further contributed to the problem of ERW. Addi-
tionally, several NSAs operating within Lebanon 
allegedly laid AP mines or other victim-activated 
devices in the past. 

Activities

In 2005, Geneva Call opened dialogue with lo-
cal organizations affiliated with Hezbollah, to as-

sess the feasibility of engaging Lebanese NSAs. A 
Geneva Call delegation conducted an assessment 
mission to Lebanon in early May 2008. It aimed to 
gain a better understanding of the conflict, includ-
ing the extent of AP mine and ERW contamination 
as well as local mine action. In South Lebanon, the 
Al Jarha Organization, which provides assistance 
to victims of war, invited Geneva Call to a meet-
ing in which all relevant civil actors, members of 
Hezbollah’s structure, representatives of the Leba-
nese army, UNMAS, ICBL and local campaigns 
to ban landmines were present. The meeting took 
place in a victim rehabilitation centre in Jouwyyia, 
and other participants included landmine and 
cluster munitions survivors. This was an oppor-
tunity for Geneva Call to present its mandate and 
efforts to local and international NGOs involved 
in the implementation of mine action in the heav-
ily mine-affected South. The assessment mission 
also enabled Geneva Call to strategize future NSA 
engagement. However, due to the fighting between 
the ruling parties and the opposition, a scheduled 
meeting with a Hezbollah Member of Parliament 
had to be postponed. 

Yemen
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Conflict Situation

One of the armed conflicts in the region, dating 
from the late 1980s, centres on the unresolved sta-
tus of Nagorno-Karabakh. Continued shootings 
and sporadic armed clashes contributed to a vola-
tile security situation and economic hardship in the 
affected area. 

Armed conflicts in Abkhazia and South Ossetia 
erupted shortly after Georgia regained its inde-
pendence in 1991. Successive ceasefire agree-
ments, while providing for the deployment of 
peacekeeping forces, failed to provide a lasting 
solution. Armed confrontations of varying levels 
of intensity continued to erupt sporadically, culmi-
nating with the August 2008 full-scale war and the 
involvement of Russian forces.

As a result of the armed conflict, AP mines and 
ERW heavily contaminated Nagorno-Karabakh 
and neighbouring territories, including on both 
sides of the ceasefire line. The fighting in Georgia 
resulted in a similar situation. Both armed conflicts 
also led to contamination by cluster munitions. 

Women and girls were among the primary victims 
of these armed conflicts. 

Activities 

In cooperation with local civil society actors; the 
Agency on Social Culture Development, the Asso-
ciation of Disabled Women and Mothers of Disa-
bled Children - DEA, the Public Union “Bridge 
of Friendship - KARTLOSI”, the NGO Resource 
Center of South Ossetia, and Association of Inva-
Sodeistvie (AIS), the Nagorno-Karabakh Commit-

Conflict Situation

Since June 2004, insurgents led by Abdul-Malik 
Al-Houthi have waged an armed struggle against 
the government in the northern province of Sa’ada. 
Thousands of civilian houses were damaged or de-
stroyed, and more than 100’000 people were forced 
to relocate. Fragile ceasefires have interrupted suc-
cessive waves of fighting, the latest of which was 
brought to a halt in July 2008. Reports alleged that 
both government troops and insurgents employed 
mines, although it was not clear what types of de-
vices were utilised. 

Activities

Geneva Call began discussions on an AP mine ban 
with the Al-Houthi movement. In accordance with 
its policy of transparency, Geneva Call approached 
government representatives in order to inform them 
about its contacts with members of the Al-Houthi 
movement in Europe. 

* * *

South Caucasus
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tee of the ICBL, and the Centre for Civilian Ini-
tiatives, Geneva Call conducted a socio-economic 
needs survey in the conflict areas of the South 
Caucasus. Given the presence of internationally 
non-recognized authorities, Geneva Call was in-
volved in conducting the survey.  It covered the 
previous and current health, family and economic 
status of landmine survivors, as well as the eco-
nomic status of communities affected by AP mines 
and other ERWs. Interviews conducted covered at 
least 10% of registered landmine survivors, as well 
as community representatives, and by extension, a 
smaller representation of persons with disabilities 
other than those caused by AP mines in the region. 
The objective was to strengthen local ownership of 
the landmine problem, and help secure funds for 
future projects. While the armed conflict in South 
Ossetia and Georgia delayed the implementation of 
the survey, December saw the completion of the in-
terview process. In cooperation with Geneva Call, 
other associated local partners such as Nonviolence 
and Disarmament and the Azerbaijani Campaign to 
Ban Landmines, facilitated the coordination of the 
regional consortium of civil society organizations.

Geneva Call also continued to lobby for an AP 
mine ban in the South Caucasus. Interlocutors in-
cluded representatives of the internationally non-
recognized authorities, States and parliamentar-
ians. While the concerned authorities did not see 
themselves in a position to ban AP mines, they 
did support the idea of setting up a policy that re-
stricts AP mine use and allows for the protection 
of civilians. Such an initiative was under way in 
Nagorno-Karabakh, indicative of the political will 
to continue the dialogue on security and humani-
tarian issues. 

* * *

“After the mine capsule explosion, my whole 
life changed. (…) I lost an eye, a right arm and 
suffered other injuries, including mental stress. 
I want mines and other weapons not to exist 
any more, not only in my village, my country, 
but in the whole world. I am happy that there 
exists such an organization as Geneva Call, 
which fights for this. It is good that somebody 
remembers and thinks about my problems”. 

(Translated from Georgian)
Interview of Temuri Kozua, socio-economic 
needs assessment survey of landmine victims 
in the conflict zones of the South Caucasus (07 
July 2008).

Temuri Kozua, interviewed during the socio-economic 
needs assessment survey of landmine victims in the con-
flict zones of the South Caucasus, 07 July 2008. 
Credit: Association of Disabled Women and Mothers of 
Disabled Children - DEA.
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Events Organized 
by Geneva Call

Workshop on Landmines and Mine Action, • 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, 29 July 2008

Geneva Call facilitated this workshop for the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact, 
a regional network of indigenous peoples. Partici-
pants identified relevant mine action agencies in 
the region and gained an understanding of the AP 
mine issue and mine action activities in the coun-
tries covered, which they then used to generate 
ideas as to how they might participate in, or con-
tribute to, mine action initiatives. Their feedback 
confirmed the value of continuing such regional 
meetings among indigenous peoples. 

VI - Supporting Engagement Worldwide                                                                                          

Advocacy

Geneva Call implemented public advocacy strate-
gies in order to reinforce the case for the humani-
tarian engagement of NSAs, and to increase the 
visibility of its activities around the world. These 
efforts inform specific target audiences, such as 
governments, regional organizations, donors, and 
academics, as well as the general public, about 
Geneva Call’s approach, the Deed of Commitment 
model, and the need for further action to encour-
age respect of IHL and IHRL, especially by NSAs. 
The organization’s public advocacy efforts seek to 
garner international support for its work, by show-
ing that the inclusive, humanitarian engagement of 
NSAs is validated by its results.

Geneva Call continued to hold regular meetings 
with permanent missions to the UN in Geneva and 
with government officials in their home countries 
to explain its work with NSAs in relation to the AP 
mine ban, and its new programmes on the protec-
tion of women and children in armed conflict. In 
addition to these meetings, it sustained and initi-
ated a range of activities that re-enforced its public 
advocacy and the understanding and recognition of 
its humanitarian work. Geneva Call also released 
several publications, such as a conference report 
on Exploring Criteria and Conditions for Engag-
ing Armed Non-State Actors to Respect Humani-
tarian Law and Human Rights Law.

* * *

Geneva Call attended a meeting with Filipino Govern-
ment Officials, briefing civil society representatives about 
the Memorandum of Agreement with the MILF, Putra-
jaya, Malaysia. Credit: Geneva Call.
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Side event sponsored by Geneva Call at the • 
Ninth Meeting of the States Parties to the 
AP Mine Ban Convention, “After Signing, 
What Next? Progress and Challenges in 
Implementing the Deed of Commitment for 
Armed Non-State Actors”, Geneva, Switer-
land, 28 November 2008

The purpose of this event was to inform the mine 
action community of the progress made and chal-
lenges faced in implementing Geneva Call’s Deed 
of Commitment banning AP mines. Geneva Call’s 
approach to monitoring signatory NSAs’ compli-
ance was also discussed in detail. Participants re-
ceived fact-sheets and charts summarizing progress 
accomplished by each signatory NSA. In addition, 
a Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
representative opened the meeting to remind par-
ticipants of States Parties’ commitment to support 
mine action in NSA-controlled areas under Action 
46 of the Nairobi Action Plan. Some 50 delegates 
attended the event.

Benefit Concert, Geneva, Switzerland, 28 • 
and 30 November 2008

Geneva Call organized two benefit concerts to sup-
port its AP mine work and to promote the expansion 
of its programme on the protection of children. The 
first event was a classical music concert. The New 
Geneva Orchestra and the Gaudia choir, under the 
direction of Michel Dumonthay, performed “Kam-
mersymphony op. 9” by Arnold Schonberg and 
Mozart’s “Requiem”. The second concert was a 
jazz recital with a performance by Malcolm Braff, 
pianist and composer. These concerts were made 
possible thanks to the generous sponsorship of the 
New Geneva Orchestra and Gaudia choir, and the 
voluntary performance of Malcom Braff.

Both concerts enhanced Geneva Call’s visibility in 
its hometown, as part of a longer-term process to 
allow it to seek public support for its actions.

* * *

Presentations made by 
Geneva Call in 

international forums

Geneva Call was invited to France, Belgium, Co-
lombia, Lithuania, Denmark, the United States 
and Switzerland, to participate in a range of meet-
ings, workshops, seminars and training sessions to 
present its work and lessons learned on humanitar-
ian engagement of NSAs. With these presentations 
and participations, Geneva Call expanded its net-
work base, and increased awareness of its efforts to 
involve NSAs in the AP mine ban and in the respect 
of other humanitarian norms. These events demon-
strated the international community’s increasing 
interest in the pioneering work of Geneva Call.

Credit: Marina Abramovic, 2008.
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“Les 5 à 7 du CICR”, Paris, France, 21 Feb-• 
ruary 2008

The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) invited a Geneva Call representative to 
participate in a discussion on armed groups and 
IHL, in Paris. France Info Radio transmitted this 
two-hour discussion live on its Internet site.

COST Action A25 Final Conference on • 
Armed Violence, Brussels, Belgium, 17-19 
March 2008

Geneva Call co-organized this meeting with the 
Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO), Bradford 
University, Groupe de Recherche et d’Information 
sur la Paix et la Sécurité (GRIP) and Flemish Peace 
Institute. It made a presentation on opportunities 
for engaging NSAs on AP mines and small arms 
issues. Of the ideas put forward, promoting safer 
or more responsible small arms stockpile manage-
ment among NSAs, and conducting field research 
on the prevention of small arms misuse by NSAs, 
attracted the most interest.

Conference “Impact on the Ground: EU • 
and NGO Cooperation in the Thematic Area 
of Children Affected by Armed Conflict”, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia, 17-18 April 2008

During its EU presidency, the government of Slov-
enia invited Geneva Call to participate in a con-
ference entitled: “Impact on the Ground: EU and 
NGO Cooperation in the Thematic Area of Chil-
dren Affected by Armed Conflict”. The conference 
provided Geneva Call with the opportunity to share 
its experience with EU officials and other NGOs, 
and to solidify its network of contacts in the chil-
dren and armed conflict thematic area.

Meeting on “Transnational and Non-State • 
Armed Groups: Legal and Policy Respons-
es”, Geneva, Switzerland, 24-25 April 2008

Geneva Call was invited to share its experience and 
lessons learned in engaging NSAs in this meeting. 
IHEID in Geneva and the Program on Humanitar-
ian Policy and Conflict Research at Harvard Uni-
versity jointly organized the meeting, which was 
part of a wider interdisciplinary project aimed at 
examining the position of NSAs within armed con-
flict, and identifying strategic options concerning 
the legal and policy implications of the contempo-
rary role of these actors.

Diplomatic Conference for the Adoption of • 
a Convention on Cluster Munitions, Dublin, 
Ireland, 19-30 May 2008

Geneva Call participated in this conference, to ad-
vocate for a treaty text that was compatible with 
the inclusive, dialogue-based, and participatory 
engagement of NSAs in humanitarian norms and 
action. Although the 
treaty does not specifi-
cally address this ap-
proach, Geneva Call 
welcomes the mention 
of the NSA issue in the 
preamble.

Mass lie-in at the 
O’Connell Street, 
Dublin, May 2008. 
Campaigners from 
more than 70 coun-
tries laid down for a 
comprehensive ban 
on cluster munitions. 
Credit: Sasko Lazarov/
Photocall Ireland.
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The General Assembly of the Organization • 
of American States (OAS), Medellin, Co-
lombia, 30 May-3 June 2008

Geneva Call participated as a special guest in the 
General Assembly of the OAS. This first approach 
towards this forum allowed Geneva Call to sensi-
tize Central and South American States on the im-
portance of engaging NSAs to adhere to IHL, start-
ing with the AP mine ban. Geneva Call advocated 
for the inclusion in a future OAS resolution, of a 
call for NSAs to respect the norms embodied in the 
AP Mine Ban Convention, for example by signing 
the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines.

Conference “Towards Global Coherence in • 
Addressing the Problems caused by Land-
mines, Cluster Munitions and Explosive 
Remnants of War”, Druskininkai, Lithua-
nia, 26-28 June 2008

The Lithuanian Government invited Geneva Call 
to this conference where it shared its experience 
in its work on the AP mine ban, in particular in the 
South Caucasus. It presented its specific approach 
towards the engagement of NSAs and specifically, 
of internationally non-recognized authorities. 

“Biennial Meeting of States (BMS) on • 
Small Arms”, United Nations Headquarters 
(UNHQ), New York, USA, 14 July 2008

The Government of Ghana and the University of 
Calgary co-organized a BMS side event entitled 
“Arms Transfers to Organized Armed Groups.” 
They invited Geneva Call to present its work on 
AP mines, particularly its experience in monitoring 
NSA engagements, and its thinking on preventing 

small arms misuse by NSAs. Geneva Call present-
ed original and operational ways to tackle small 
arms misuse by NSAs - through research on NSA 
internal regulations with respect to small arms, dis-
semination of the relevant IHL, and the promotion 
of safer stockpile management by NSAs. Several 
institutions expressed interest in pursuing this dis-
cussion and exploring cooperation opportunities 
as a result of the presentation - including the Uni-
versity of Calgary’s Armed Groups Project and the 
Danish Demining Group (DDG).

Workshop “Handbook of Guiding Princi-• 
ples for Peace Operations”, Geneva, Swit-
zerland, 13 October 2008 

The Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP), 
the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) and the 
U.S. Army Peacekeeping and Stability Operations 
Institute (PKSOI) organized a workshop to present 
the draft of their handbook on Guiding Principles 
for Peace Operations and to collect comments from 
specialized organizations working in the field in sit-
uations of conflict or post-conflict. The authors of 
the publication considered Geneva Call’s specific 
approach of interest and requested its comments.

Workshop on “Non-State Conflict Manage-• 
ment”, Geneva, Switzerland, 21 October 
2008

The Geneva Peacebuilding Forum invited Geneva 
Call to participate in a workshop on non-State 
conflict management. The workshop aimed to in-
form a visiting team of scholars from the German 
Institute for International and Security Affairs, 
which conducted research into “Non-State Conflict 
Management”. This research focused on the NSA 
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engagement work international NGOs have been 
conducting on both humanitarian and peace issues. 
The research project selected Geneva Call as a case 
study alongside five other organizations.

Conference “Humanitarian Space and Mil-• 
itary Operations”, Copenhagen, Denmark,  
26-28 November 2008

Geneva Call was invited to present its experience 
and participate in a plenary panel on “Engaging 
NSAs”, with the ICRC and the UN Working Group 
on Mercenaries.

Geneva Call also participated in a workshop panel 
with the International Centre for Transitional Jus-
tice (ICTJ) on “Whom to Work With in Conflict 
and Post-Conflict Situations?”.

Second Meeting with Organizations Work-• 
ing on/with NSAs, Geneva, Switzerland, 10 
March 2008

Geneva Call held a second meeting with Geneva-
based organizations working on/with NSAs. Par-
ticipants discussed the possibility of creating a 
“Geneva Platform on NSAs”, a network of various 
Geneva-based NGOs and institutions that deal with 
such actors. There was a general agreement among 
the contributors that this coalition should take the 
lead on the question of NSAs.

Ninth Meeting of the State Parties to the • 
AP Mine Ban Convention, Geneva, Switzer-
land, 28 November 2008

Geneva Call held several meetings during the 
Ninth Meeting of the State Parties to the AP Mine 
Ban Convention to exchange ideas and information 
with State representatives. During the plenary ses-

sion on stockpile destruction, Geneva Call made a 
statement informing the participants about the de-
struction of stockpiled AP mines by signatories to 
the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines.

Geneva Call’s public statement can be found at: 
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testirefer-
ence-materials/testi-statements/gc-27nov08-9msp.
pdf 

* * *

Communication Material 
and Publications

Geneva Call Newsletters

Geneva Call continued to publish its triennial 
newsletter, in which the organization outlined its 
activities. They primarily described Geneva Call’s 
engagement in the field, summarized recent pub-
lications and discussed the conferences or work-
shops Geneva Call initiated.
Available at: http://www.genevacall.org/newslet-
ters/newsletters.htm 

“…The European Union recognizes the importance of 
obtaining the engagement of NSAs in the AP mine ban. 
It therefore supports the longstanding work of Geneva 
Call, which aims to obtain their compliance with the 
norms of the Convention. The European Union high-
lights the importance of mine action for civilian popu-
lations living in NSA-controlled mine-affected areas”. 

(Translated from French)
Statement by Ambassador Eric Danon, Permanent 
Representative of France at the Conference on Dis-
armament, speaking on behalf of the EU at the Ninth 
Meeting of the State Parties to the AP Mine Ban Con-
vention, Geneva, Switzerland, 24 November 2008.
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Flyer

Geneva Call’s flyer Bringing Humanitarian Norms 
to New Frontiers: Engaging Armed Non-State Ac-
tors in the Landmine Ban presents the organiza-
tion’s advocacy work with NSAs on AP mines.

Following initial translations into Armenian, Azeri, 
French, Georgian, Russian and Spanish, the flyer 
was translated into Arabic in 2008.

Training Manual 

Geneva Call published a training manual entitled 
Implementing the Deed of Commitment for Adher-
ence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and 
Cooperation in Mine Action, explaining the obli-
gations of the Deed of Commitment banning AP 
mines. This training manual exists in Arabic, Eng-
lish, Magindanao, Marano, Somali and Tao Sug. 
In 2008, Geneva Call produced a similar manual 
entitled Principles of the Total Ban on AP Mines 
and Cooperation in Mine Action. The manual de-
scribed the fundamental obligations of the AP mine 
ban in French and Diola. It was disseminated in 
Senegal/Casamance.

Reports

Exploring Criteria & Conditions for Engaging 
Armed Non-State Actors to Respect Humanitar-
ian Law & Human Rights Law, Conference Re-
port, Geneva, Switzerland, 4-5 June 2007, Geneva 
Call, the Program for the Study of International 
Organizations (PSIO) of the Graduate Institute of 
International Studies, and the United Nations In-
stitute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR), No-
vember 2008.
Available at: http://www.genevacall.org/resources/
testi-publications/gc-4-5jun07-conference.pdf

Following the June 2007 conference of the same 
name, this report transcribed and elaborated on the 
issues discussed. Participants considered different 
aspects of engagement, and all agreed that such hu-
manitarian efforts are legitimate and necessary.

Accion Contra las Minas en Medio de un Con-
flicto Interno (Mine Action in the Midst of Internal 
Conflict), Translation into Spanish of a Conference 
Report - Zagreb, Croatia, 25 November 2005, Ge-
neva Call, ICBL NSA Working Group, 2008.

CNF dissemination of the Training Manual, 
Burma/Myanmar, 2008. Credit: CNF.
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Articles

Engaging Non-State Armed Groups or Listing 
Terrorists? Implications for the Arms Control 
Community, Disarmament Forum, No. 1, (April 
2008), by Elisabeth Decrey Warner and Nicolas 
Florquin.
Available at: http://www.unidir.org/html/en/disar-
mament_forum.php 

This article discussed how reliance on “terrorist 
lists” has affected peace and humanitarian efforts 
and why such lists should be of concern to the arms 
control community. Possible strategies to engage 
NSAs on small arms issues are also identified.

Kurdish Landmine Plight Across and Along the 
Borders, Journal of Mine Action, 11.2 (2008), by 
Armin Köhli, Geneva Call.
Available at: http://maic.jmu.edu/journal/11.2/fo-
cus/kohli/kohli.htm 

This article discussed the intricate international 
and internal conflicts that plague the Kurdish re-
gion, with emphasis on the heavy impact these 
conflicts have on mine action in this area of the 
Middle East.

Engaging Armed Non-State Actors in a Land-
mine Ban: A Review of Geneva Call’s Action, 
2000-2007, Journal of Mine Action, 12.1 (Summer 
2008), by Pascal Bongard, Geneva Call.
Available at: http://maic.jmu.edu/journal/12.1/
notes/bongard/bongard.htm 

This article summarized the main findings of the 
comprehensive review of Geneva Call’s work that 
was released late 2007. It examined the progress 

accomplished and the challenges faced by the or-
ganization in engaging NSAs in the AP mine ban.

No Standing, Few Prospects - How Peace is Fail-
ing South Sudanese Female Combatants and 
Women Associated with Armed Forces or Groups, 
Small Arms Survey’s Sudan Human Security Base-
line Assessment (HSBA) project, No. 13 (Septem-
ber 2008), by Esther Waters, Anki Sjoeberg and 
Lauren Gaffney, Geneva Call.
Available at: http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/
files/portal/spotlight/sudan/Sudan_pdf/SIB-13-no-
standing-few-prospects.pdf

In this co-publication, Geneva Call and the Small 
Arms Survey researched the roles and experiences 
of women and girls associated with the SPLM/A. 
Following discussions with local stakeholders, the 
article concluded that the contribution of South Su-
danese female fighters during the conflict is poorly 
recognised by the international community, the 
government and the SPLM/A. It recommended the 
prioritization of these women’s needs in future re-
construction efforts. 

* * *
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Geneva Call     

Balance Sheet 
AT 31 DECEMBER 2008

YEAR 2008

Currency: CHF

Geneva, 21 April 2009

ASSETS
   LIQUIDITIES

Petty cash
Postal account

UBS Bank

OTHER ASSETS
Recoverable withholding tax

Other liabilities
Debitors

Grants to be received

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES & FUNDS
LIABILITIES

Other Liabilities
Creditors

Provisions

FUNDS/DEFICIT CARRIED FORWARD
Republic & Geneva Canton

CAPITAL OF THE ORGANIZATION
Capital of the Foundation

Operating Surplus/Loss carried over
Operating Surplus/Loss

TOTAL LIABILITIES & FUNDS

2’124.27
55’243.21

462’783.74

228.43
10’980.12
55’196.51

157’675.68

135’640.00
188’788.78
197’000.00

183’333.00

50’000.00
74’670.15

-85’199.97

520’151.22

224’080.74

744’231.96

521’428.78

183’333.00

39’470.18

744’231.96

VII - Finances                                                                                            
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Geneva Call     

Statement of 
Incomes and
Expenditures 

AT 31 DECEMBER 2008
YEAR 2008

Currency: CHF

Geneva, 21 April 2009

INCOMES
Switzerland, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Political 

Division IV
Sweden, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency

Republic & Canton of Geneva
Australia, Australian Agency for International Development

United Kingdom, Department for International Development
European Commission

Italy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, via UNMAS
Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Spain, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
City of Geneva

Paul Poletti Foundation, Geneva
Liechtenstein, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Denmark, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
City of Lancy

Small Arms Survey
Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies-PESI

Small or anonymous grants

EXPENDITURES
Projects in Africa

Projects in Asia
Projects in the Caucasus

Projects in Latin America
Projects in the Middle East

Project Gender and armed non-State actors
Project Children Associated with armed non-State actors

Conferences, research, communication, publications, public  
advocacy and trainings

International Secretariat

OPERATING SURPLUS/LOSS BEFORE
INTEREST, OTHER INCOMES AND
EXPENDITURES

INTEREST & OTHER INCOMES
Interest earned
Other income

OTHER EXPENDITURES
Exchange rates gain/loss

OPERATING LOSS

560’595.03

432’700.00
200’000.00
196’560.00
176’161.13
139’133.81
123’810.08
85’747.93
78’000.00
30’000.00
30’000.00
30’000.00
21’424.10
18’960.00
17’000.00
10’000.00
93’681.21

 

297’604.60
326’385.13
274’717.16
227’657.46
192’405.26
109’676.78
88’697.86

534’643.66

312’133.91

3’862.60
51’624.15

20’538.19

2’243’773.29

-2’363’921.82

-120’148.53

55’486.75

-20’538.19

-85’199.97
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2008 audit of the accounts

Cofida SA, a Swiss auditing company, audited Geneva Call’s 2008 annual accounts. The audit was done according 
to Swiss law, whereby it is required that the auditors plan and fulfil the audit in such a way that significant anoma-
lies in the annual accounts will be highlighted. This includes audits, analytical operational controls, as well as ap-
propriate detailed verifications of available documents in the controlled organization. Cofida SA certified that the 
annual accounts for the period ending on the 31st of December 2008 were in conformity with Swiss legislation.
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Despite these turbulent economic times, Geneva Call has been able to count on the ongoing trust and backing 
of its partners, its donors and the different stakeholders in its mission. It is therefore most grateful to all those 
persons and organizations which have shown it their unwavering support, whether through donations and grants, 
or through expressions of support in conferences, publications or bilateral meetings. The statement of accounts 
lists those who have provided funding; in addition, Geneva Call would like express its gratitude to the numerous 
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token of their support to its activities: they are hereby thanked for their generosity.

Geneva Call also takes this opportunity to make a special mention of thanks to the Swiss Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs, which has included Geneva Call among its strategic partners, and with which it has a strong ongo-
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Geneva Call thanks the accounting firm NDC Conseils SA for its excellent work throughout the year, and to thank 
Marcel Lauper of Fiduciaire Jakar SA, its former auditor, for the fantastic work done from Geneva Call’s origins 
until and including 2008.

The Republic and Canton of Geneva has provided once more additional support, by seconding highly skilled and 
motivated personnel through its Temporary Placement programme for unemployed persons. In 2008, Geneva Call 
was able to take on one of these persons as a permanent staff member - this is the fourth time that such a contract 
has been made possible.

Last - but not least, as the saying goes - Geneva Call reiterates here its gratitude to all those individuals who have 
freely given it their time and efforts. Board members, interns, persons seconded from the Cantonal employment 
office, consultants and regular staff (who never seem to count their overtime) are all listed in the back pages of this 
report; there are many others who have helped and encouraged Geneva Call, and they are thanked here too.

Comment concerning the 2008 Financial statement

For the first time since its inception, Geneva Call has made a modest operating “loss”. This is in large part due to 
the necessity of clearing up various items which had accumulated over the years. Most of this loss is compensated 
by modest gains in the previous years. As a non-profit organization, Geneva Call is obliged to neither gain, nor 
lose, money through its operations - while this remains true in the medium term, some small variations from year 
to year are necessary, as it is virtually impossible to reach an absolute balance each and every year.
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WE, the (NAME OF THE NON-STATE ACTOR), 
through our duly authorized representative(s),

Recognising the global scourge of anti-personnel 
mines which indiscriminately and inhumanely kill 
and maim combatants and civilians, mostly inno-
cent and defenceless people, especially women and 
children, even after the armed conflict is over;

Realising that the limited military utility of anti-
personnel mines is far outweighed by their appall-
ing humanitarian, socio-economic and environ-
mental consequences, including on post-conflict 
reconciliation and reconstruction;

Rejecting the notion that revolutionary ends or 
just causes justify inhumane means and methods 
of warfare of a nature to cause unnecessary suffer-
ing; Accepting that international humanitarian law 
and human rights apply to and oblige all parties to 
armed conflicts;

Reaffirming our determination to protect the civil-
ian population from the effects or dangers of mili-
tary actions, and to respect their rights to life, to 
human dignity, and to development;

Resolved to play our role not only as actors in 
armed conflicts but also as participants in the prac-
tice and development of legal and normative stand-
ards for such conflicts, starting with a contribution 
to the overall humanitarian effort to solve the glo-
bal landmine problem for the sake of its victims;

Acknowledging the norm of a total ban on anti-
personnel mines established by the 1997 Ottawa 
Treaty, which is an important step toward the total 
eradication of landmines;

NOW, THEREFORE, hereby solemnly commit 
ourselves to the following terms:

1. TO ADHERE to a total ban on anti-personnel 
mines. By anti-personnel mines, we refer to those 
devices which effectively explode by the presence, 
proximity or contact of a person, including other 
victim-activated explosive devices and anti-vehicle 
mines with the same effect whether with or with-
out anti-handling devices. By total ban, we refer 
to a complete prohibition on all use, development, 
production, acquisition, stockpiling, retention, and 
transfer of such mines, under any circumstances. 
This includes an undertaking on the destruction of 
all such mines.

2. TO COOPERATE IN AND UNDERTAKE 
stockpile destruction, mine clearance, victim as-
sistance, mine awareness, and various other forms 
of mine action, especially where these programs 
are being implemented by independent interna-
tional and national organizations.

3. TO ALLOW AND COOPERATE in the moni-
toring and verification of our commitment to a 
total ban on anti-personnel mines by Geneva Call 
and other independent international and national 
organizations associated for this purpose with Ge-

VIII - Deed of Commitment and List of Signatories                                                  

Deed of Commitment under Geneva Call for adherence to a total 
ban on anti-personnel mines and for cooperation in mine action



10. This Deed of Commitment shall take effect 
immediately upon its signing and receipt by the 
Government of the Republic and Canton of Gene-
va which receives it as the custodian of such deeds 
and similar unilateral declarations.

Under Article 1 of the Deed of Commitment, anti-
personnel (AP) mines are defined as those devices 
which effectively explode by the presence, proxim-
ity or contact of a person. This includes: 

industrially-produced AP mines• 
victim-activated AV mines (with or without • 
anti-handling devices being placed on them)
victim-activated IEDs• 
explosive booby traps• 
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neva Call. Such monitoring and verification in-
clude visits and inspections in all areas where anti-
personnel mines may be present, and the provision 
of the necessary information and reports, as may be 
required for such purposes in the spirit of transpar-
ency and accountability.

4. TO ISSUE the necessary orders and directives 
to our commanders and fighters for the implemen-
tation and enforcement of our commitment under 
the foregoing paragraphs, including measures for 
information dissemination and training, as well as 
disciplinary sanctions in case of non-compliance.

5. TO TREAT this commitment as one step or 
part of a broader commitment in principle to the 
ideal of humanitarian norms, particularly of inter-
national humanitarian law and human rights, and 
to contribute to their respect in field practice as 
well as to the further development of humanitarian 
norms for armed conflicts.

6. This Deed of Commitment shall not affect our 
legal status, pursuant to the relevant clause in com-
mon article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of August 
12, 1949.

7. We understand that Geneva Call may publicize 
our compliance or non-compliance with this Deed 
of Commitment.

8. We see the desirability of attracting the adher-
ence of other armed groups to this Deed of Com-
mitment and will do our part to promote it.

9. This Deed of Commitment complements or su-
percedes, as the case may be, any existing unilat-
eral declaration of ours on anti-personnel mines.
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List of Signatories 
(35 NSAs as of the 

end of 2008)

AFRICA

Burundi

• Conseil National pour la Défense de la Dé-
mocratie-Forces pour la Défense de la Démocra-
tie (CNDD-FDD)

Somalia

• Banadiri

• Hiran Patriotic Alliance (HPA)/Somalia Rec-
onciliation and Restoration Council (SRRC)

• Jowhar Administration

• Juba Valley Alliance (JVA)

• Puntland State of Somalia

• Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA)/SRRC 
(faction of Chairman Col. Hassan Mohamed Nur 
“Shatigudud”)

• Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA) (faction 
of Chairman Sheikh Adan Madobe)

• Somali African Muki Organisation (SAMO)/
SRRC/Nakuru

• Somali National Front (SNF)/SRRC

• Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM)/SRRC

• Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM)/
BIREM

• Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM)/
SNA/SRRC

• Transitional National Government (TNG)

• United Somali Congress (USC)/Somali Na-
tional Alliance (SNA/SRRC)

• USC/North Mogadishu/SRRC

• USC/SNA/SRRC/Nakuru

• USC/Somali Salvation Army (SSA)

Sudan

• Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army 
(SPLM/A)

Western Sahara 

• Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el 
Hamra and Rio de Oro (Polisario Front)

ASIA

Burma/Myanmar

• Arakan Rohingya National Organisation 
(ARNO)

• Chin National Front (CNF)

• Lahu Democratic Front (LDF)

• National United Party of Arakan (NUPA)

• Palaung State Liberation Front (PSLF)

• Pa’O People’s Liberation Organisation (PPLO)
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India

• Kuki National Organisation (KNO)

• National Socialist Council of Nagalim - Isaac 
Muivah faction (NSCN-IM) 

Philippines

• Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)

• Revolutionary Proletarian Army - Alex Bon-
cayao Brigade (RPA-ABB)

• Revolutionary Workers Party of Mindanao 
(RPM-M)

EUROPE

Turkey

• Kongra Gelê Kurdistan/Hezên Parestena Gel/
Partiya Karkerên Kurdistan (KONGRA-GEL/
HPG/PKK - Kurdistan People’s Congress /Peo-
ple’s Defence Forces/ Kurdistan Worker’s Party)

MIDDLE EAST

Iranian Kurdistan/Iran

• Parti Démocratique du Kurdistan Iranien - 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI)

Iraqi Kurdistan/Iraq

• Kurdistan Regional Government-Erbil (led by 
the Kurdistan Democratic Party)

• Kurdistan Regional Government-Sulaimanyia 
(led by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan)

Signatories
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Regular Staff                                                      
- Elisabeth Decrey Warner, President
- Anouk Affolter, Administrative Officer
- Mehmet Balci, Programme Director
- Narine Berikashvili, Project Officer
- Judith Binzegger, Assistant to the President
- Pascal Bongard, Programme Director and Policy Advisor
- Stefano Campa, Webmaster 
- Martin Damary, Managing Director
- Nicolas Florquin, Programme Officer 
- Jean-Damascène Gasanabo, Head of Support
- Markus Haake, Programme Officer
- Armin Köhli, Programme Officer
- Katherine Kramer, Programme Director
- Aurélie Lamazière, Coordinator 
- Nestor Montilla, Project Officer
- Thomas Payot, Book-keeper
- Chris Rush, Programme Officer
- Alessio di Sanzio, Communications Officer
- Armelle Seby, Programme Officer
- Anki Sjöberg, Programme Officer and Research Coordinator
- Jonathan Somer, Programme Coordinator and Legal Advisor
- Mira Sovakar, Project Officer-Freelancer
- Esther Waters, Coordinator

Temporary Staff                                                 
- Lidija Folgar, Receptionist
- Beytul Gorkem, Programme Officer
- René Boesch, Receptionist
- Lauren Gaffney, Programme Officer
- Robert Strobel, Receptionist
- Philippe Gazagne, Programme Officer

Interns                                                                 
Nuray Acik, Aline Abou Atmeh, Alexandra Anna Boethius, Ekaterina 
Chugunova, Ioana Cismas, Gaëlle Cornuz, Brian Doyle, Lina Pizano 
Fernandez, Amy Foan, Jolie Frechette, Lauren Gaffney, Ani Gaspa-
ryan, Shaloma Gauthier, Ralitsa Hiteva, Gloria Ineza, Claudia Pinto 
Layas, Elisabetta Lombardo, Natalia Micevic, Sébastien Naar, Tania 
Nicolini, Corinne Nunes, Ekaterina Ortiz, Anne-Lise Robin, Ekate-
rina Rokhlin, Mizushi Satoh, Sabina Simmons, Raul Suarez, Malin 
Sundgren, Sarah Theiner, Margaret Tiernan, Malvika Vyas, Miriam 
Washburn, Wang Yiyan, Seydina Zina
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Donors                                                                
- Australia, Australian Agency for International Development 
- City of Geneva
- City of Lancy 
- Denmark, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
- European Commission
- Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies-PESI
- Italy, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, via UNMAS
- Liechtenstein, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
- Paul Poletti Foundation, Geneva
- Republic & Canton of Geneva
- Small Arms Survey
- Spain, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation
- Sweden, Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency
- Switzerland, Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, Political  
Division IV
- United Kingdom, Department for International Development

Local Partners                                                     
The organizations listed below facilitated Geneva Call’s field 
work, by providing local knowledge, facilitating access, organizing 
workshops, and liaising with local stakeholders and NSAs.
- Agency on Social Culture Development, South Caucasus
- Al Jarha Organization, Lebanon
- Asamblea Permanente de la Sociedad Civil por la Paz
- Alianza Humanitaria de Acción contra Minas Antipersonal, 
Colombia
- Asociación de Cabildos Indígenas del Norte del Cauca (ACIN), 
Colombia 
- Association pour la Promotion Rurale de l’Arrondissement de 
Nyassia-Solidarité, Développement, Paix (APRAN-SDP), Sénégal
- Association of Disabled Women and Mothers of Disabled Children 
(DEA), South Caucasus
- Azerbaijan Campaign to Ban Landmines
- Centre for Civilian Initiatives, South Caucasus
- Colombian Campaign Against Mines (CCCM)
- Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP),  
Burma/Myanmar
- Disarmament and Nonviolence, Georgia 
- Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines/Indian Institute for Peace, 
Disarmament and Environmental Protection (IIPDEP)
- Institute for Practical Research and Training (IPRT), 
Somalia/Somaliland
- Institute for Bangsamoro Studies, Philippines
- Inva-Sodeistvie Association (AIS), South Caucasus
- Karenni Social Welfare and Development Center (KSWDC),  
Burma/Myanmar
- Nagorno-Karabakh Committee of the International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (ICBL)
- NGO Resource Center of South Ossetia
- Public Union “Bridge of Friendship - KARTLOSI”, South Caucasus
- Saharawi Campaign to Ban Landmines (SCBL)
- Somalia Coalition to Ban Landmines (SOCBAL)
- Swiss Campaign to Ban Landmines
- Swiss Foundation for Landmine Victims’ Aid

International Partners                                         
The organizations listed below assisted Geneva Call in the global 
implementation of its mandate, by providing help with logistics, 
advice, and technical assistance. 
- Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)
- Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue (CHD)
- Centre for Just Peace and Democracy (CJPD), Sri Lanka/Switzerland
- Centre on Conflict, Development and Peacebuilding (CCDP)
- Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers
- Danish Church Aid (DCA)
- Danish Demining Group (DDG) 
- Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD)
- Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies (IHEID)
- International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL)
- International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
- International Movement Against all Forms of Discrimination and 
Racism (IMADR)
- Landmine Action 
- Landmine Monitor
- Mines Advisory Group (MAG)
- Moviment per la Pau
- Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA)
- Program for the Studies of International Organization(s) (PSIO)
- Small Arms Survey (SAS)
- Swiss Network for International Studies (SNIS)
- United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR)
- United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
- United Nations Mine Action Service (UNMAS)
- University of Geneva

Board                                                                  
- Prof. Marco Sassòli, Chairman of the Board, Professor of Interna-
tional Law at the University of Geneva.
- Bertrand Reich, Secretary of the Board, Lawyer, Member of Gene-
va Bar Association.
- Prof. Andrew Clapham, Member, Professor of Public International 
Law at the Graduate Institute of International and Development Stu-
dies, and Director of the Geneva Academy of International Humanita-
rian Law and Human Rights, Geneva.
- Elisabeth Decrey Warner, Member and President, Former President 
of the Parliament of the Republic and Canton of Geneva, Coordinator 
of the Swiss Campaign to Ban Landmines.
- Priscilla Hayner, Member, Director of the International Center of 
Transitional Justice (ICTJ) Geneva office and of the ICTJ Peace and 
Justice Programme.
- Tom McCarthy, Member, Former Senior Advisor at the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
- Jannis Sakellariou, Member, Former Member of the European 
Parliament.
- Eric Sottas, Member, Director of the World Organization Against 
Torture.
- Ruth-Gaby Vermot, Member, Former Member of Swiss Parliament 
and the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.

Geneva Call would like to thank the following members of the 
Board who left in 2008: Marina Caparini; Guy-Olivier Segond.




