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|  Burma/Myanmar: Humanitarian mine action 
in the peace process
In March, Geneva Call held a workshop on humanitarian mine action 
with the Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA), the armed wing of the 
Karen National Union (KNU), which is currently engaged in substantive 
peace talks with the Government. Taking these political developments 
into account, Geneva Call focused on sensitizing senior officers from 
each Brigade of the KNLA on the opportunities that the new situation 
offers to address the AP mine problem. This is of particular importance 
considering the likely future return of displaced populations unaware 
of the contamination in, or en route to, their home villages and 
surrounding areas.

The KNLA admits to using AP mines, and has responded to Geneva 
Call’s advocacy by adapting its military rules in an attempt to minimize 
their impact on civilians. Nevertheless casualties regularly occur from 
mines laid by the KNLA, Government troops, and other actors. During 
the workshop Geneva Call advocated for the implementation of 
international standards governing the use of AP mines, and facilitated 
discussion about the limitations in the measures taken by the KNLA to 
prevent incidents involving civilians. Geneva Call will continue to work 
with the KNU/KNLA and other armed non-State actors (ANSAs) towards 
sustainable solutions to AP mine contamination in the emerging context. 

| Armed non-State Actors and Anti-Vehicle Mines 
An example from Niger, the Mouvement des 
Nigériens pour la Justice
The Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) held a 
meeting of experts on mines other than AP mines (MOTAPM) in 
Geneva in April. States presented their policies on MOTAPM including 
anti-vehicle mines (AVMs). Experts discussed the humanitarian impact 
of MOTAPM and possible measures to address this, as well as existing 
international humanitarian law (IHL) applicable to the use of MOTAPM. 

MOTAPM are used by ANSAs, as well as by States, and Geneva Call was 
invited to discuss the specific question of AVM use by ANSAs. Geneva 
Call gave the example of its experience of engaging the Mouvement 
des Nigériens pour la Justice (MNJ) on MOTAPM. Although the 
MNJ stated that it had put in place policies on AVM use to protect 
civilians in 2007, the impact on civilians of AVMs used by the MNJ 
had increased, resulting in civilian casualties and restrictions on 
movement. Geneva Call started engaging the MNJ in 2008, informing 
the ANSA of the AP Mine Ban, and also explaining customary IHL and 
CCW provisions regulating AVM use. Geneva Call encouraged MNJ 
to improve its mapping of AVM locations, and later facilitated post-
conflict cooperation and sharing of information and maps of mined 
areas between the Government and the former MNJ rebels. Geneva 
Call now hopes that the international community will take advantage 
of the emerging dynamics and the common will being shown by 
former enemies, and support Niger in its efforts in mine clearance, 
development and reconciliation. 

| 42nd signature of the Deed of Commitment 
Sudan : Justice and Equality Movement
bans anti-personnel mines
On 20 April 2012, the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), part of 
the Sudanese armed opposition, formally banned anti-personnel (AP) 
mines. It is the first such movement from Sudan to do so since the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) in 2001, before 
South Sudan became independent.

“JEM decided to sign this Deed of Commitment banning AP mines 
because it can imagine the physical and psychological un-repairable 
harm such weapons may cause to innocent lives who are not party to 
the concerned conflict,” said JEM Chairman Gebreil Ibrahim. Geneva 
Call President, Elisabeth Decrey Warner, congratulated JEM adding that 
“Darfur has been largely spared landmine contamination. Yet JEM’s 
commitment to prohibit AP mines is welcome, especially considering 
the increasing levels of instability and weapons proliferation resulting 
from the recent conflict in neighbouring Libya. Moreover, there have 
been reports of new mine incidents in South Kordofan, during clashes 
between Government armed forces and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement-North (SPLM-N). We hope that JEM’s commitment will 
encourage the SPLM-N and other members of the Sudan Revolutionary 
Front to follow suit.”

Geneva Call and JEM have worked on an implementation plan and 
Geneva Call will monitor and verify compliance as part of a continued 
engagement with the armed non-State actor (ANSA). Geneva Call 
has been engaging JEM on banning AP mines since 2010, and has 
also initiated dialogue on other humanitarian issues, notably the 
prohibition of sexual violence and the protection of children from the 
effects of armed conflict.  

Former combatant hands over an AVM to the President of Niger’s Commission Nationale 
de Collecte et de Contrôle des Armes Illicites - Photo CNCCAI
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Ain el-Hilweh camp in Lebanon houses up to 66,000 Palestinian refugees.

| Handover phase of an innovative MRE project 
with indigenous peoples in Colombia 
In early 2012 Geneva Call began Phase II of its Mine Risk Education (MRE) 
project with indigenous populations in Southwest Colombia. 

A first evaluation, conducted soon after the project end, has shown 
that a high level of ownership has developed within the indigenous 
organizations. There is some evidence that at-risk communities are 
adopting safer behaviors than previously, for example not walking at night 
(when ANSAs lay mines), and not foraging in camps deserted by ANSAs. 
Further project impact will be considered by a forthcoming Knowledge, 
Attitudes and Practices survey. 

Phase II will review and refresh MRE capacities built within the indigenous 
organizations and their ability to train new MRE trainers so that they can 
take over all MRE activities at the end of the year. 

Geneva Call and the indigenous organizations that took part presented the 
project and lessons learned to mine action stakeholders and organizations 
working with indigenous peoples. The project lessons have been met 
with keen interest by all stakeholders and notably Colombia’s Presidential 
Program for Mine Action (PAICMA). The lessons learned are available in 
summary in Spanish and English. Download or visit www.genevacall.org. 
The full evaluation is available in Spanish only.

| Engaging with ANSAs in the Broader Middle 
East on the Protection of Civilians 
The protection of civilians remains one of the main concerns of local 
and international NGOs in regards to armed conflict in the Middle East. 
Engagement with ANSAs in the region is a necessary element in seeking 
civilian protection. To begin to address the question in a broader context, 
Geneva Call and the Lebanese organization Permanent Peace Movement 
invited NGOs, Government representatives and humanitarian experts to 
meet in Beirut and share their experiences, approaches and challenges in 
ANSA engagement. The initiative was supported by Foundation for the 
Future.

The conference discussed mine action, child protection and the protection 
of women in armed conflict and reviewed case studies from Afghanistan, 
Lebanon, the occupied Palestinian territories, Somalia, Palestinian camps 
in Lebanon (see photo), and Yemen. 

Organizations represented included the Al Mezan Center for Human 
Rights, Conflict Dynamics, Human Rights Watch, Mine Detection Center 
in Afghanistan, Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, Qatar Red Crescent 
Society, Sisters’ Arab Forum for Human Rights, and UNOCHA. Governments 
present included Switzerland and Norway, which both added their views 
on dialogue between States and ANSAs. 

The conference noted the need to develop new communication strategies 
for humanitarian engagement with ANSAs and find practical, field-based 
and culturally appropriate solutions towards the protection of civilians in 
conflict, applying the principles of neutrality and impartiality.

| New publications on the engagement of ANSAs 
towards child protection
Engaging Non-State Armed Groups on the Protection of Children: 
Towards Strategic Complementarity. This Issue Brief, published by the 
International Peace Institute in New York in collaboration with Geneva Call, 
provides an overview of the legal, political, and operational frameworks 
protecting children from the effects of armed conflict; explores some of 
the limitations of these frameworks and their mechanisms, and discusses 
ways to maximize the comparative advantages of different actors when 
engaging ANSAs. Download or visit www.genevacall.org

Engaging Armed Non-State Actors to Protect Children from the Effects 
of Armed Conflict: When the Stick Doesn’t Cut the Mustard. This policy 
and practice note published in the Journal of Human Rights Practice 
(upcoming), describes the methodology of Geneva Call’s to engage ANSAs 
in protecting children from the effects of armed conflict. Download or visit 
www.genevacall.org

| Innovative approach 
against sexual violence 
in armed conflict
Geneva Call continues to develop 
innovative ways to engage ANSAs, 
and is producing a Deed of 
Commitment on sexual violence 
and towards the elimination 
of gender discrimination. The 
instrument will commit ANSAs 
to prohibit and sanction acts of 
sexual violence in the context of 
armed conflict, and encourage 
them to eliminate discriminatory 
policies and practices within their 
organization.

The Deed of Commitment will be 
finalized in July 2012 and will be 
formally offered for signature to 
at least 3 ANSAs by the end of the 
year.

| The Global Journal’s 
Top 100 Best NGOs
Geneva Call is honoured to find 
itself ranked alongside some of 
the world’s top charities this year. 
The list was compiled according 
to criteria including innovation, 
effectiveness, impact, efficiency, 
transparency, sustainability, stra-
tegic & financial management, 
and also importantly peer re-
view. http://theglobaljournal.net/
top100NGOs/

Geneva Call thanks its donors and all those who participated 
in the activities and events described in this newsletter
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