
Contents

VOLUME 6 - N°3 / November 2008

GENEVA CALL
NEWSLETTER

Geneva Call
Appel de Genève
Llamamiento de Ginebra

Two More Stockpile Destructions Bring •	
the Total of AP Mines Destroyed by  
Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment 
Signatories to Over 16’000
Mine Action in Puntland, Somalia•	
Acting Against AP Mines and UXOs:  •	
the Role of Civil Society in  
Promoting Mine Action in Colombia
Workshop on Landmines and Mine Ac-•	
tion among Indigenous Peoples in Asia
Geneva Call Implements its Program-•	
me on Children and Armed Non-State 
Actors (CANSA)
Burma/Myanmar: CNF Reports Clearing •	
and Destroying Mines
First Assessment Mission to Moldova•	
Monitoring Compliance with the •	 Deed of 
Commitment
Benefit	Concerts•	
Recent Publications•	

It is with great sadness that Geneva Call learned 
about the tragic death of Hussein Mohamed Farah 
in the bombings that hit Somaliland on 29 October. 
Hussein had worked for many years with our local 
partner, the Institute for Practical Research and 
Training (IPRT). Geneva Call extends its heartfelt 
condolences to his family and colleagues at IPRT.

This Newsletter highlights activities conducted 
between June and October 2008.

Two More Stockpile Destructions Bring 
the Total of AP Mines Destroyed by  
Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment  
Signatories to Over 16’000

On 24 July, the Puntland authorities in Somalia de-
stroyed 48 stockpiled anti-personnel (AP) mines near 
Garowe, and on 1 September, the Democratic Party 
of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI) destroyed 392 AP mines 
in Koya, Iraq. These operations, facilitated by Geneva 
Call, were carried out in Iraq by Norwegian People’s 
Aid (NPA), and in Somalia by the Puntland Mine Action 
Centre (PMAC) with technical support from Mines Ad-
visory Group (MAG). Destructions were in accordance 
with international standard operating procedures and 
were in compliance with the Deed of Commitment, sign- 
ed by Puntland in November 2002 and the PDKI in De-
cember 2007. To date, eight Deed of Commitment signa- 
tories have destroyed more than 16’000 stockpiled AP 
mines.

Photo: The Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan destroys 
anti-personnel mine stockpile.
Koya, Iraqi Kurdistan - 01 September 2008.
Credit: Geneva Call, Pascal Bongard.

Mine Action in Puntland, Somalia

Puntland’s stockpile of 48 PMP-71 mines, which was 
destroyed in July, was first disclosed to Geneva Call 
during a field mission in 2004. The volatile securi-
ty situation and difficulties in securing donor interest 
delayed this first officially recorded destruction of AP 
mine stocks in Puntland. Geneva Call, working with 
MAG, finally secured donor interest in 2008. Although 
the number of AP mines is small, the project has al-
lowed for further explosive ordnance disposal (EOD), 
with a positive impact on the humanitarian situation. 
Items scheduled for future destruction include BM-21 
rockets and anti-vehicle mines observed by Geneva 
Call in a military compound in Galkayo in July 2007. 

Despite recent accomplishments in the areas of EOD 
and landmine impact surveys, the need for mine ac-
tion - and particularly mine clearance and victim assis-
tance - remains great in Puntland, where unexploded 
ordnance continues to claim civilian casualties every 
year. On 10 July, three children were killed and six in-
jured when a 106mm high explosive anti-tank projec-
tile they were playing with blew up on a school football 
field in Garowe. On 7 August, a twelve-year old child 
died and a seven-year old lost both hands and a leg 
when a hand grenade went off in a community near 
Bosaso.
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Acting Against AP Mines and UXOs:  
the Role of Civil Society in  
Promoting Mine Action in Colombia

The issue of AP mines is becoming more and more vi-
sible in Colombia. Nevertheless, regionally and local-
ly, much work still needs to be done to sensitize and 
mobilize civil society organizations on this issue. Civil 
society is vibrant and its actors are crucial in the de-
velopment of dynamics of change. Through their ac-
tions and campaigns, they influence the policies and 
procedures of the main actors of the conflicts - and thus 
those of principal NSAs are influenced by these actors 
e.g. social organizations, trade unions and local com-
munities. Furthermore, women’s organizations must be 
taken into account, considering their important role and 
also the specific vulnerability and needs of women fa-
cing the landmine issue.

In August and September 2008, Geneva Call organized, 
in collaboration with the Asamblea Permanente de la 
Sociedad Civil por la Paz two workshops, one with the 
peace and human rights civil society platforms in Bo-
gotá and one with women’s organizations from South-
west Colombia in Pasto (Narino). These workshops 
aimed at raising awareness and fostering ownership 
from within these civil society actors on the landmine 
issue and mobilizing them to support emergency mine 
action activities through humanitarian agreements.

Both workshops were successful with an important par-
ticipation from landmine-affected regions. At the end of 
the first workshop a final declaration was adopted high-
lighting the importance of humanitarian agreements 
on the landmine issue and calling the non-State actors 
to sign the Deed of Commitment under Geneva Call. 
The participants in the workshop with women’s orga-
nizations in Pasto highlighted the importance of taking 
into account a differential approach in developing mine 
action activities. They came up with many recommen-
dations, among which: a call to the armed actors to stop 
the use of landmines; and a call to re-open dialogue in 
order to facilitate the adoption of humanitarian agree-
ments, notably on the landmine issue, that could be  
facilitated by the civil society organizations.

Workshop on Landmines and Mine  
Action among Indigenous Peoples in 
Asia

In July, Geneva Call facilitated a workshop on AP mines 
and mine action for the General Assembly of the re-
gional network, the Asia Indigenous Peoples’ Pact. The 
workshop was designed to enable the participants to 
gain an understanding of the AP mine issue, as well as 
an insight into mine action activities in different coun-
tries in Asia. A key component was to help participants 
generate ideas as to how they might participate in, 
or contribute to, mine action initiatives and to identify 
the relevant mine action agencies in their respective 
countries. The participants’ feedback will help to focus 
Geneva Call’s work with indigenous peoples, who may 
sometimes be closely linked with NSAs, or live in areas 
under their control. Geneva Call extends its apprecia-
tion to DanChurchAid and the Thai Campaign to Ban 
Landmines for their important contributions. 

Geneva Call Implements its Program-
me on Children and Armed Non-State 
Actors (CANSA)

The objective of this programme is to contribute to bet-
ter NSA compliance with international norms related to 
children and armed conflict, as articulated in internatio-
nal humanitarian, and human rights law. Capitalizing on 
its established contacts with some 60 NSAs, Geneva 
Call intends initially to gain their perspectives on the 
issue.

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1612 cre-
ates a monitoring and reporting mechanism with re-
spect to six grave violations against children: killing and 
maiming of children, use and recruitment of children as 
soldiers, attacks against schools or hospitals, denial of 
humanitarian access, abduction of children, and rape 
and other grave sexual abuse of children. Geneva Call 
exploratory missions towards NSAs in the Philippines 
and in Burma/Myanmar, undertaken in the summer of 
2008, showed that NSAs view the problems of children 
affected by armed conflict to be even more broad. In-
discriminate attacks, orphaning of children, disruption 
of education, lack of access to health care, and lack of 
employment opportunities are also critical challenges. 
Some NSAs targeted by the UN Security Council have 
also expressed concern over the process in the system 
of listing and de-listing violating parties.

Photo: Workshop with women’s organizations, 
Pasto (Narino, Colombia).
Credit: Geneva Call.
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Burma/Myanmar: CNF Reports  
Clearing and Destroying Mines1

The Chin National Front (CNF) reports that as of Sep-
tember 2008 it had removed and destroyed approxi-
mately 3’000 battery-operated mines which had been 
laid by the Chin National Army (CNA) prior to its signing 
of the Deed of Commitment in July 2006. The CNA car-
ried out this work without any support or assistance 
from specialist mine action agencies. Although not able 
to witness the destruction, Geneva Call received a re-
port, photos and a video of the operation.

To minimize risks to those carrying out the demining, 
operations commenced only after the batteries that 
operated the mines were likely to be exhausted. After 
the mines were cleared, they were destroyed in control-
led explosions, alongside stocks of mine components.

First Assessment Mission to Moldova

In assessing how to engage the de facto authorities in 
Transnistria/Pridnestrovie in an AP mine ban, Geneva 
Call was invited by the government of Moldova to meet 
officials and civil society representatives. The mission, 
which was facilitated by the OSCE office in Chisinau, 
took place in September. Moldova has been party to 
the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT) since 2000 and faces dif-
ficulties in implementing its obligations, since it has no 
access to the region controlled by the de facto authori-
ties. As follow-up, Geneva Call will seek meetings with 
the de facto authorities in Tiraspol and with civil society 
organizations there.

Monitoring Compliance with  
the Deed of Commitment 

Monitoring compliance by signatory NSAs is a key pri-
ority for Geneva Call. Geneva Call systematically moni-
tors international and local sources of information to 
verify whether there are allegations of breaches of the 
Deed of Commitment. This is an ongoing process, in-
volving the regular cross-checking of facts.

NSAs also are required to report back to Geneva Call 
on a regular basis on their progress in the implemen-
tation of their commmitment and the challenges they 
could face. Geneva Call systematically supports the 
NSAs in their implementation efforts.

In the past two years, there have been allegations made, 
that some signatories have been breaching the terms 
of the Deed of Commitment, by using and acquiring AP 
mines. In such situations, Geneva Call has adopted a 
three-pronged approach to verify allegations: 

monitoring of media sources and contact with rele-• 
vant stakeholders (e.g. governments, international 
and local NGOs);
direct contacts with the concerned NSA;• 
on-the-spot verification missions.• 

In certain instances, particularly where information 
gathered could be insufficient to conclude whether there 
has been a violation of the provisions of the Deed of 
Commitment, these ongoing methods may be supple-
mented by field verification missions. These missions 
would naturally involve discussions with the national 
authorities, confronting the NSA with the allegations, 
and where possible, verifying facts on the ground, in-
terviewing the local population and civil society organi-
zations.

Since 2000, six cases of allegations have been made 
against signatory NSAs. The three older cases were 
successfully closed, and the allegations resolved: one 
through a verification mission, and two through prelimi-
nary contacts with the NSAs and with local sources. 

Concerning the three most recent allegations, Geneva 
Call determined that it was indeed necessary to pro-
ceed with on-the-spot verification. In one case, it was 
able to proceed with a verification mission, during which 
the concerned NSA allowed full access to its stocks, 
and where no breach of the Deed of Commitment was 
found to have taken place. A second mission is in its 
planning stages, with Geneva Call actively liaising with 
the parties and other stakeholders to take it forward. 
In the third country, the government turned down, in  
writing, access to an independent monitoring mission.

For verification missions, the cooperation of concerned 
States and NSAs are crucial. So far, no NSA has ever 
refused such a verification process.

Photo: CNA fighters preparing the destruction of mine 
components. Credit: CNF.

1 The devices were handmade, consisting of explosives in 
bamboo or metal pipe casings with battery operation and 
detonated by tripwires.
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Benefit Concerts

Geneva Call is organizing two concerts, the proceeds of which will be used in favour of its AP mines work and to 
help expand the activities of its programme on children and NSAs. They will be held at the Salle Frank-Martin, 
Collège Calvin 3, rue de la Vallée, 1204 Geneva, on 28 and 30 November 2008.

A classical music concert will be given on Friday, 28 November, beginning at 20:00. The New Geneva Orche-
stra and the Gaudia choir, under the direction of Michel Dumonthay, will perform Mozart’s “Requiem,” preceded 
by the Kammersymphony op. 9, by Arnold Schonberg.
 
On the following Sunday, 30 November at 19:00, a jazz recital will be performed by pianist and composer,  
Malcolm Braff.

Each ticket costs CHF 40.-, and may be used for either or both of the concerts (and can be transferred to another 
person, for the second concert). It can be purchased by calling +41 22 879 10 50. Retailers such as FNAC and 
Migros Culture Genève will also be selling tickets. Geneva Call hopes to see as many Newsletter readers there 
as possible.

Recent Publications

No standing, few prospects: How peace is failing South Suda-
nese female combatants and WAAFG
Small Arms Survey’s Sudan Human Security Baseline Assessment 
(HSBA) project, n°13, September 2008.

http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/files/portal/spotlight/sudan/Su-
dan_pdf/SIB-13-no-standing-few-prospects.pdf

This article was written by Geneva Call. It is based on interviews, 
focus groups, research and analysis conducted by staff mem-
ber Esther Waters, with support from Anki Sjoeberg and Lauren  
Gaffney.
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