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Geneva Call facilitates a workshop on landmines 
for civil society organisations from Manipur

Manipur in Northeast of India, home to a diverse range of ethnic 
groups, continues to be beset by conflicts involving state forces 
and a number of armed non state actors.  Anti-personnel (AP) 
mines have been increasingly deployed since 2001, and have 
adversely impacted on a number of communities in remote loca-
tions within the State. 
The United NGOs Mission of Manipur (UNMM), an umbrella or-
ganisation bringing together NGOs working with all of the com-
munities in Manipur, has been seeking to develop its response 
to the problems caused by AP mine use. UNMM approached 
Geneva Call with a request to assist it to build its constituent 
organisation’s capacity to address the landmine issue.  
In August, UNMM held a workshop on ‘Landmines and Mine 
Action.’ Geneva Call conducted the training for this workshop, 
which not only focussed on familiarizing the organisation with 
relevant concepts and approaches, but also the identification of 
priorities and planning an effective response. UNMM will now 
finalise these plans, and Geneva Call remains open to future col-
laboration with UNMM to address the scourge of landmines in 
Manipur.

1. What is APRAN?
APRAN is a Senegalese NGO founded in 1987 which focuses 
on development issues in Casamance. Since 2000, APRAN has 
been involved in the conflict resolution process between the Se-
negalese government and the Movement of Democratic Forces 
of Casamance (MFDC). APRAN has also cooperated with Ge-
neva Call in trying to convince the combatants of the MFDC to 
relinquish antipersonnel mine use and to cooperate in humani-
tarian demining.

2. Please describe your partnership with Geneva Call since 
2006.
Our partnership can be divided into two stages:

* A first stage allowed us to meet all the concerned actors (no-
tably the Senegalese authorities and the different factions of the 
MFDC) and to explain the importance of associating the MFDC 
to the antipersonnel mine ban process. 

* The second stage of the partnership involved different meetings 
with MFDC combatants, notably members of the faction led by 
César Atoute Badiate which is based along the border with Gui-
née Bissau. These meetings were able to raise their awareness 
on the Ottawa Convention’s norms and to obtain their agreement 
in principle on humanitarian demining in Casamance. 

3. Geneva Call and APRAN engage non-State actors. So why 
then did you also choose to engage the local communities 
in Casamance?
The local population can play an important role in mine action. 
Communities close to MFDC camps, can notably promote the 
mine ban to the combatants. The population can also facilitate 
demining operations by helping to identify mined areas.
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Interview with Geneva Call’s partner in Senegal

Demba Keita  - Credit Geneva Call

Demba Keita is the secretary general of l’Association pour la promotion rurale de l’arrondissement de Nyassia (APRAN).  
Geneva Call and APRAN have recently completed a series of community sessions on the Ottawa Convention in rural Casamance.



4. Please describe the community awareness sessions and 
how the local population was involved?
The sessions took place in seven key rural communities. Between 
50 – 95 community leaders attended each session. Presenta-
tions were made by the four different partner NGOs and the Se-
negalese mine action centre (CNAMS). Educational brochures 
were distributed and short films were shown. Finally, the ses-
sions were widely commented on local community radios. 

New York: Geneva Call holds a panel discussion on humanitarian engagement with armed non-State 
actors

The panel discussion, co-organized by Geneva Call, in collaboration 
with the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
and the International Peace Institute (IPI), took place on 20 July on 
the margins of the UN Security Council open debate on the protec-
tion of civilians in armed conflict. The objective of this event was 
to increase knowledge and understanding of humanitarian enga-
gement with armed non-State actors (NSAs) and to foster support 
among key policy makers for such engagement in order to better 
protect affected civilian populations. Over 90 participants (Member 
State representatives, UN Secretariat and agencies officials, NGO 
leaders and members of the broader policy community) attended. 
The panelists, all experienced practitioners, as well as keynote 
speaker UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 

John Holmes, emphasized that humanitarian engagement is an effective approach to enhance NSA compliance with international 
humanitarian law, to access vulnerable populations and to ensure the safety of humanitarian workers. 

Concrete examples were given where humanitarian engagement 
resulted in increased protection of civilians, such as removal of 
landmines, immunization of children, and release of hostages. 
Yet, considerable challenges remain. Humanitarian actors often 
operate in risky and politically sensitive working environments, 
with increasing restrictions imposed by governments. This event 
provided an opportunity to learn from their practical experiences 
and discuss measures that could be taken to address these chal-
lenges. 
The event was the first of a series, organized by Geneva Call with 
the support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 
on the issue of humanitarian engagement with NSAs. A second 
panel discussion took place on 1 October in Brussels under the 
patronage of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
 

5. What has been the impact of these community sessions?
The impact has been positive. The communities were able to 
meet the different actors involved in mine action, notably the 
CNAMS. Indeed, several weeks after the sessions, the CNAMS 
was properly notified by villagers who had found mines. MFDC 
combatants were also properly informed and finally humanitarian 
demining was able to continue without incidents.
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Sir John Holmes, Under-Secrtary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 
and Emergency Relief Coodinator.

Photographer Don Pollard - Credit Geneva Call

Left to right
S. Aqa, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in Bahrain – HJ. Strohmeyer, Chief of Policy, Development & Studies Branch, OCHA – Reverend Francisco de Roux, Magdalena Medio, Colombia – 
Jonathan Somer Programme Coordinator and Legal Advisor, Geneva Call.
Photographer Don Pollard - Credit Geneva Call

Board 
As he previously said he would do after ten years of involvement 
in the highest decision making body of Geneva Call, Andrew Cla-
pham has resigned as member of the Board.   
Geneva Call sincerely thanks him for his permanent dedication 
and contribution to the development of the organisation. Geneva 
Call will continue to collaborate with him and his Academy on IHL 
and HR at the Graduate Institute of International and Develop-
ment Studies.
He has been replaced by Vera Gowlland-Debbas, Honorary Pro-
fessor at the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies and a Visiting Professor at University College London. 
Geneva Call welcomes her and looks forward to a fruitful colla-
boration.

Staff
Geneva Call welcomes two new staff members: Karima Jam-
bulatova, Programme Officer, Eu-
rope and Caucasus, and Nuray 
Acik, Programme Assistant, Mid-
dle East and Europe.

After five years of service, Martin 
Damary, Managing Director, has 
left Geneva Call in order to pursue 
other goals. Geneva Call thanks 
him for the important contributions 
he has made and wishes him the 
very best in his future endea-
vours.

Arrivals and Departures
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Geneva Call launches Verification Mission Report in the Philippines and discusses findings with the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
 
Geneva Call launched the Report of its 2009 Verification Mission to the Philippines to Investigate Allegations of Anti-Personnel Land-
mine Use by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) at two events in the Philippines on 1st July. 
The first launch took place at Camp Darapanan in Mindanao, administrative headquarters of the MILF. Over 120 people attended, 
including representatives of the MILF and its armed wing, the Bangsamoro Islamic Armed Forces (BIAF), as well as International 
Organisations (IOs), International NGOS (INGOs) and various civil society organisations. Speakers included Elisabeth Decrey War-
ner, President of Geneva Call, Mohammad Ameen, Secretary to the MILF Chairman, and Toks Ibrahim, Chairperson of the MILF 
Coordinating Committee on the Cessation of Hostilities (MILF-CCCH).

The second event took place the same evening at a hotel in Makati in Metropolitan Manila. Hosted by the Swiss Embassy, repre-
sentatives of the Government of the Republic of the 
Philippines, including the Armed Forces, IOs, IN-
GOs and CSOs attended the event. The keynote 
speaker was Leila De Lima, outgoing Chairperson 
of the Commission of Human Rights and Justice 
Secretary in the new administration, which took of-
fice the day before. 

Separate from the launch events, a Geneva Call 
delegation headed by its President, Elisabeth De-
crey Warner, met with representatives of the MILF 
led by its Chairman, Al Haj Murad. The findings of 
the Verification Mission were discussed in detail 
and Chairman Murad agreed to the recommenda-
tion of the Mission that there be a renewed effort 
to sensitize MILF members as to their obligations 
under the Deed of Commitment. He requested the 
assistance of Geneva Call in this respect, and that 
a programme will be developed in the latter part 
of this year. Moreover, the MILF agreed to another 
Mission recommendation, namely that it should 
consider revising its General Orders (Code of 
Conduct) to incorporate the mine ban norm. 

The Report of the Verification Mission can be downloaded at: 

http://www.genevacall.org/resources/other-documents-studies/f-other-documents-studies/2001-2010/2010-GC-Report-Philippines-Web.pdf

Geneva Call  President Elisabeth Decrey Warner discusses the findings in the Report of the Verification Mission 
with Al Haj Murad, Chairman of the MILF. 

Credit Geneva Call

New publications

• Geneva Call contributes chapter to Small Arms Survey 2010  
«Options for Engagement: Armed Groups and Humanitarian 
Norms» by Nicolas Florquin (Geneva Call), with Pascal Bongard 
(Geneva Call) and Emilia Richard

Click to Download [English] [French] [Arabic] [Spanish]

Training on application of IHL

In May, Geneva Call conducted a workshop on the practical ap-
plication of humanitarian norms with approximately 30 comman-
ders of a Kurdish signatory NSA, the HPG. Facilitated by Geneva 
Call’s legal adviser, the workshop used a comparative approach 
wherein discussions focused on how the HPG’s internal policies 
and international humanitarian norms would apply to different si-
tuations which arise during hostilities. It was an opportunity to 
share, compare, learn and reflect.  

The workshop took place over 2 days in the Iraqi Kurdistan Re-
gion. As the workshop progressed, the discussions delved further 
into challenging  areas of humanitarian norms, such as human 
shields, and issues of detainees and non-refoulment. Geneva 
Call learned more about the realities which NSAs face in ap-
plying humanitarian standards, and was particularly impressed 
by the depth of analysis that participants brought to the discus-
sion.  The workshop aimed to contribute to internal discussions 
within HPG on how to better respect IHL.
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• Report of the 2009 Verification Mission to the Philippines to 
Investigate Allegations of Anti-Personnel Landmine Use by the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front

• Non-State Actor Mine Action and Compliance to the Deed of 
Commitment Banning Anti-Personnel Landmines.

http://www.genevacall.org/resources/other-documents-studies/f-other-documents-studies/2001-2010/Small-Arms-Survey-2010-Chapter-12-summary-EN-2.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/other-documents-studies/f-other-documents-studies/2001-2010/Small-Arms-Survey-2010-Chapter-12-summary-FR.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/other-documents-studies/f-other-documents-studies/2001-2010/Small-Arms-Survey-2010-Chapter-12-summary-AR-1.pdf
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/other-documents-studies/f-other-documents-studies/2001-2010/Small-Arms-Survey-2010-Chapter-12-summary-SP.pdf
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