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Indigenous Tribal People’s Development Center  

The Indigenous Tribal People’s Development Center is a social organization working for the 
upliftment of tribal peoples. The Center was formed to redress the social, political and eco-
nomic injustice faced by many tribal peoples. The Center tries to address the challenge of 
ensuring that rural areas, especially tribal areas, are not left out of development schemes. Sur-
veys in rural areas are carried out concerning health, sanitation, drinking water, etc. Social 
awareness on rights of tribal people is also undertaken. The Center also carries out awareness 
on medical issues and HIV, etc. The Center advocates for political as well as more autonomy 
to tribal peoples, as well as the guarantee of specific rights to indigenous people as a necessity 
for bringing an end to armed violence in Tripura. The Centre is based on the belief that eco-
nomic development should be favoured because of the contribution it could bring to peace. 

United Tribal Employees’ Forum 

The United Tribal Employees’ Forum looks after tribal employees as well as work for the 
general people. The Forum arranges free coaching to students who are appearing for second-
ary  school (Matric) final examination and also arranges coaching and extra classes for school 
drop outs. It works to safeguard the rights of Tribals who are employed in government as well 
as in the service sector. The Forum advocates for quotas for Tribals in the work force as well 
as equitable provision of services.  
 
Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines (Indian CBL)/Indian Institute for Peace, Disar-
mament and Environmental Protection (IIPDEP)  
 
The Indian CBL/IIPDEP was founded in August 1993. It is a non-political, non-profit NGO. 
Research, public education and awareness raising in the field of peace and disarmament are its 
main objectives. It has been part of the Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines (Indian CBL) 
since March 1995, essentially conducting public education and awareness development activi-
ties in this respect. To date, the IIPDEP has organised 48 regional seminars and mine risk 
education (MRE) workshops in various state capitals and in volatile regions such as Jammu & 
Kashmir and Northeast India. It has also organised MRE workshops in villages along the In-
dia-Pakistan border. 

Geneva Call  

Geneva Call is a neutral, international humanitarian NGO formed under Swiss law, launched 
in March 2000 with the objective of engaging armed non-State actors (NSAs) worldwide to 
adhere to a total ban on anti-personnel (AP) mines and respect other humanitarian norms. To 
facilitate this process, Geneva Call provides a mechanism whereby NSAs, which are not eli-
gible to accede to treaties, can commit to a mine ban by signing a “Deed of Commitment Un-
der Geneva Call for Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and for Cooperation 
in Mine Action”. Signatory groups also commit to treat the Deed of Commitment as ‘a first 
step or part of a broader commitment in principle to the ideal of humanitarian norms.’ The 
custodian of the signed Deeds of Commitment is the Government of the Republic and Canton 
of Geneva. To date, 35 NSAs have signed the Deed of Commitment, stopping AP landmine 
use and supporting mine clearance and victim assistance programmes in areas under their con-
trol. 
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Introduction 

 
 
 

Conflict Situation in Tripura 

Tripura, a former principality, was merged fully with the Indian Union on 15 October 1949 
and became a full-fledged state two decades later, in 1972. Tripura, like other states of North-
east India, is known for its ethnic and cultural diversity. Indeed, Tripura’s indigenous popula-
tion is constituted of 19 different tribes, belonging to four religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Islam and Christianity. The main tribes are the Tripuris (constituting the majority), the 
Chakma, the Garos, the Hangkhal, the Halam, the Jamatya, the Kaipeng, the Koloi, the Mizo, 
the Mog, the Noatia and the Reang. Demographic changes have occurred since the beginning 
of the 20th century and particularly following the partition of India in the wake of its inde-
pendence in 1947 and Bangladeshi independence in 1971. From a predominantly tribal state, 
Tripura became predominantly non-tribal with the settlement of Bengalis. Indeed, the indige-
nous population, which accounted for 95 per cent of the population in 1931, dropped to 52.16 
per cent in 1941, to 36.85 per cent in 1951 and, by the end of the 20th century, to 25 - 30 per 
cent. The first wave of migrants was mainly Hindu Bengalis, whereas the second wave was 
predominantly Muslim Bengalis. 

The roots of the conflict in Tripura lie, to a large extent, in these demographic changes. The 
Bengali migrants, predominantly cultivators, practiced relatively advanced patterns of agricul-
ture compared to the indigenous nomads, and were provided land at the expense of the in-
digenous people. In addition, the migrants were, on the average, more educated, thus they 
soon took control over trade, business and the government, fuelling further discontent among 
the indigenous population. 

The earliest movement in reaction to the mass immigration in Tripura can be traced to 
Sengkrak, an organization formed in 1947 to fight against the settlement of Bengalis, which 
was relatively short-lived and had little impact. The lack of a government response to the con-
cerns of the tribal population about the mass immigration leads to the formation, in June 1967, 
of a political front, the Tribal Upajati Juba Samiti (TUJS). The TUJS demanded the creation 
of autonomous councils for the tribal populations, the restoration of traditional ownership of 
land, as well as the introduction of Kokborok, the main language for inter-tribe communica-
tion, as medium of instruction for tribal students. By 1970, the movement radicalized and 
raised a volunteer armed force called the Tripura Sena (Tripura Army). The Tripura Sena re-
sorted to violence against the non-tribal population. In reaction, a Bengali organization of 
self-defence, Amra Bengla (“we are Bengalis”), came into being. In 1978, the TUJS experi-
enced a split around Bijav Kumar Hrangkhawal’s, assistant Secretary General. He formed an 
armed group, the Tripura National Volunteers (TNV). In 1988, the TNV signed a tripartite 
peace agreement with the Union Home Ministry and the Tripura State government that guar-
anteed the restoration of tribal lands and their representation in the State assembly. 

According to the majority of observers, the genesis of the present phase of the conflict lays in 
the non-implementation of the 1988 agreement and the resulting perceived TNV betrayal 
among tribal people. It led to a remobilization of the indigenous population and to the creation 
of new insurgent groups. Ranjit Debbarma, a former TNV leader, created the All Tripura 
Tribal Force in July 1990, only to surrender under an amnesty scheme when its supporting 
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political party returned to government in 1993. However, a group of hard-liners led by Deb-
barma refused to surrender and formed the All Tripura Tigers Force (ATTF). Another move-
ment, the National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), was established by a disgruntled 
leader of the TNV, Dhananjoy Reang. In 1994, the NLFT experienced a coup against its 
leader, Dhananjoy Reang, leading to the formation of a splinter group, the Tripura Resurrec-
tion Army (TRA), which surrendered to the government in 1997. In 1999, another Bengali 
movement was established, the United Bengalis Liberation Front (UBLF). In 2000–2001, 
several new groups and splinter groups emerged. 

On 15 April 2004, the government and a faction of the NLFT concluded a cease-fire. In De-
cember 2004, yet another faction of the NLFT signed a Memorandum of Settlement with the 
Union and Tripura governments. The ATTF also expressed its desire to enter into negotia-
tions, but was refused due to the preconditions it put forward. There were no further moves 
towards peace in 2006–2007. 

The real obstacle to peace in Tripura lies in the deep vested interests that are now entrenched, 
both at the political level and in the operations of militant groups. Apart from attacks deliber-
ately targeting non-tribal people, they are reportedly involved in criminal activities among 
which are abduction, extortions, arms and drug trafficking. These activities are reportedly 
facilitated by the proximity of the Bangladeshi border, where allegedly, many of the groups’ 
headquarters are established and linkages established with other NSAs of Northeast India. 

Despite the conflict being characterized as of minor intensity, clashes occurring between 
NSAs and security forces have claimed an average of 280 victims a year in 2002–2004. This 
number dropped to 65 in 2005-2006 and to 39 in 2007, allegedly as a result of counter-
insurgency strategy that has been successfully pursued by police forces since 2002. 

Landmine Situation in Tripura 

According to various reports of media and civil society organizations, NSAs in Tripura are 
using landmines, mainly command detonated devices, with a few cases of victim-activated 
ones. These weapons are used primarily against governmental forces, targeting them deliber-
ately with remote-controlled mines. But victim-activated mines have also been planted by 
NSAs to prevent the intrusion of enemy forces into their strongholds. Incidents have been 
registered in West and South Tripura. According to the Landmine Monitor Report, landmine 
use experienced a renewal in 2006 and 2007. There is no information available as to whether 
NSAs in Tripura use manufactured mines or improvised explosive devices (IEDs). Informa-
tion on the number of landmine/IED casualties is very weak.  

According to the Landmine Monitor Reports of 2006 and 2007, the ATTF is identified as a 
major user of landmines, with the Bru National Liberation Front (BNLF), a splinter group of 
the NLFT, also using them. Landmines seem to be intended to supplement ATTF guerrilla 
tactics rather than as a core weapon. ATTF has been mainly using remote-controlled mines. 
Although landmines were used for attacks against security forces, civilians have also become 
casualties. The BNLF is reportedly also using mines primarily against the State and central 
forces. 

Although the Landmine Monitor Reports do not point to the NLFT as being a landmine user, 
there have been a number of newspaper reports revealing incidents allegedly attributable to 
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the NLFT, in which it has been using remote-controlled devices to target governmental forces 
or key economic resources.  

Workshop Rationale 

Since 2002, Geneva Call has collaborated with the Indian CBL/IIPDEP to encourage NSAs in 
the different states of Northeast India to ban AP mines. This collaborative work was rewarded 
in October 2003 with the signing of the Deed of Commitment by the National Socialist Coun-
cil of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) (NSCN-IM) and, in August 2006, by the Kuki National Organi-
zation (KNO).  

In July 2005, at the request of the NSCN-IM, Geneva Call and the Indian CBL/IIPDEP organ-
ized a mine ban education workshop for the Naga tribes. The purpose of this workshop was to 
assist the NSCN-IM in disseminating its mine ban commitment and to send a message to 
other NSAs in the region encouraging them to commit to a mine ban. More than ninety people 
attended the workshop, drawn from civil society, tribal leaders and the NSCN-IM political 
and military wings.1  

The positive reaction generated by the Nagaland workshop suggested a potential receptive-
ness to a mine ban by other NSAs in the region. In partnership with the Indian CBL/IIPDEP, a 
work plan was developed to undertake similar mine ban education workshops in the other six 
states of Northeast India with the purpose of raising awareness of the NSCN-IM mine ban 
through the signing of the Deed of Commitment, and to try to convince other NSAs to sign the 
Deed of Commitment, taking NSCN-IM as an example. On 18 February 2006, the first work-
shop of this series was held in Guwahati, Assam, organized by Indian CBL/IIPDEP, the Citi-
zens’ Collective and Geneva Call. On 16 October 2006, a second workshop was held in Im-
phal, Manipur organized by Indian CBL/IIDDEP, the Manipur Committee for Social Concern 
and Geneva Call.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 The report of this event is available on Geneva Call’s website, www.genevacall.org  
2 The reports of these two events are available on Geneva Call’s website, www.genevacall.org 
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The Workshop 
 
 
 

The views expressed by individual speakers and participants are their own and do not 
 necessarily reflect those of the organisers. 

The workshop was organised in Tripura due to the presence of NSAs and the prevalence of 
landmine use. It was aimed at sensitising and informing civil society, tribal leaders, media and 
local authorities on a number of issues, namely the indiscriminate nature of anti-personnel (AP) 
mines and their negative impact, the global effort to ban AP mines, Geneva Call’s Deed of 
Commitment, the signing of the Deed of Commitment by the NSCN(IM) and KNO. Through the 
organization of this event, Geneva Call and the Indian CBL/IIPDEP sought to disseminate the 
information on the mine ban to participants, who in sharing their knowledge with others outside 
of the workshop, the information might trickle down to the NSAs, as well as to build a support 
base which would then put pressure on the NSAs to ban AP mines use. 

Eighty-four participants from Northeast India, (primarily from the state of Tripura), attended 
the workshop. Participants included NGO representatives, delegates from political wings and 
sympathizers of NSAs of Tripura, tribal leaders, human rights activists, students, leaders, 
government and military representatives, professors, doctors, religious leaders and journalists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop Meeting. Credit: Geneva Call 

The workshop was divided into two sessions, with the morning session dedicated to presenta-
tions, speeches and a general discussion, and the afternoon session devoted to small group 
discussions and brainstorming on various topics. The structure of the workshop was designed 
to ensure that participants were able to clearly understand the landmine issue in Northeast 
India, while providing space for their own concerns to be raised. Presenters also demonstrated 
the importance of engaging NSAs in a mine ban and explained the role played by Geneva Call 
in this engagement process. 

The objective of the small group discussions was to make the participants understand the ne-
cessity of the total ban by NSAs and the role they could play in the mine ban process. Each 
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group consisted of ten participants. The process encouraged a participative approach in order 
to encourage and facilitate interventions, to help the participants assimilate the information 
provided during the morning presentations and to develop perspectives on the topics.  

Many visual aids were used to guarantee a better understanding of the different topics. Posters 
showing different categories of landmine injuries, the effects of landmines on society and 
agriculture and refugees were displayed for the participants. Photos of the signing of the Deed 
of Commitment by the NSCN(IM)’s Secretary General, Mr Muivah, were also displayed and a 
video on the work of Geneva Call was screened.  

Summary of the Proceedings 

In keeping with the Tripura tradition, the Manipuri youth opened the seminar with a song de-
scribing Mother Earth and all her splendour. Dr Balkrishna Kurvey then introduced the semi-
nar to the audience. 

Dr Balkrishna Kurvey, Coordinator, Indian Campaign to Ban Landmines. As Geneva 
Call was not present at the meeting, Dr. Kurvey read out a message from Geneva Call’s 
President, Mrs. Elisabeth Reusse-Decrey. Dr Kurvey then gave a report on the work that has 
been carried out by the International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL) as well as the status 
of the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT). By 2006, 151 countries were State Parties of the Treaty. He 
highlighted the fact that NSAs are often frequent users of landmines as they are very cheap. 
He explained that NSAs are unable to sign the MBT, as it is an international treaty that can 
only be signed by States. Therefore, Geneva Call has provided the Deed of Commitment as a 
mechanism through which the NSAs can commit to a total and unconditional ban on AP 
mines. Dr Kurvey also informed the participants about the signing of the Deed of Commitment 
by the NSCN(IM) and KNO. He stated that he anticipates that other NSAs in North East India 
will also sign the Deed of Commitment in the future.  

Dr Kurvey informed the delegates of the work that Geneva Call has accomplished around the 
world. He urged the NSAs in India to work with Geneva Call and to partake in signing the 
Deed of Commitment.  

He explained how the nature of modern conflict is primarily intra-State, involving NSAs, 
which are either fighting government forces or each other. NSAs include rebel groups, guer-
rillas, insurgents and national liberation movements. NSAs manufacture AP mines and tend to 
use them more than governments. Governments have sometimes refused to sign the MBT, by 
claiming that NSAs in their countries use landmines.  

The grave problem of landmines will not be solved unless NSAs renounce the use of anti-
personnel mines, for instance by signing a landmine ban commitment.    

Dr Kurvey gave a comprehensive overview of the work Geneva Call has been carrying out 
worldwide. He explained that this work is very important as it generates a dialogue on the 
importance of respecting International Humanitarian Law and secures a mine ban commit-
ment from NSAs.  

Dr Kurvey went on to explain that the main objective of the workshop was to publicize the 
fact that the NSCN (IM) and KNO signed the Deed of Commitment. He stated that he hoped 
that other NSAs in the Northeast would follow their example.  



 

6 
 

Dr Kurvey also urged the Government of India to include banning the use of landmines in its 
peace talks with Pakistan. 

Mr Rajendra Debbarma, Indian Police Service, Chief Guest of the Seminar. Mr Deb-
barma thanked the organizers for all their work. He explained that AP mines are dangerous 
weapons and have been used by armed groups with greater frequency since World War II. 
Tripura was relatively free of landmines until the 1980s, when the NSCN (IM) started to in-
stall them in remote areas. Unfortunately, civilians are often the victims. Mr Debbarma 
stressed the importance of seminars of this nature which raise awareness and educate the peo-
ple of Tripura on landmines. He discussed the situation in Bangladesh, where the use of 
landmines has taken a significant toll on the lives of many civilians. The Border Security 
Force/Central Reserve Police Force possesses landmines, but fortunately, they do not use 
them. Mr Debbarma highlighted the importance of educating the NSAs, and telling them that 
if they are indeed fighting for the people, then they should not be endangering the lives of 
innocent civilians. It is important to relay to them that from a humanitarian perspective they 
should not be using landmines/IEDs against civilians. They should likewise follow suit and 
sign Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment.  

Mr Debbarma discussed the important role that the IIPDEP plays not only in educating the 
people, but also convincing politicians to work towards banning landmines. He stated that it is 
important to have public campaigns in India, which specifically target the government and the 
NSAs.  

Mr Ahintya Kumar Sinha MD, TRPC Ltd, Indian Forest Service, emphasized the fact 
that AP mines are not only extremely destructive for humans, but they cause significant dam-
age to the environment. The damage caused by this weapon on livestock and farmland is con-
siderable. After the weapon detonates, it destroys natural vegetation and wildlife and can 
cause overall complications in the food chain. In essence, landmines pose a significant prob-
lem for the ecosystem. He proposed various strategies, such as involving international envi-
ronmental organisations and the National Global Disaster Management Fund, as well as the 
importance of raising awareness through public campaigns.  

Mr Sinha addressed the problems arising from militant groups operating in the Manas Wild-
life Sanctuary. This has resulted in the destruction of wildlife, and has discouraged tourists 
from visiting the sanctuary. He commended the work being carried out by the Indian CBL, as 
they have been very active in convincing various NSAs to sign the Deed of Commitment. He 
ended his presentation by urging every one from Tripura and Northeast India to become in-
volved in this movement, which seeks to protect civilians and the environment from the de-
structive effects of landmines.  

Colonel (Retired) R.S. Jassal spoke on the “Effects of Landmines/IEDs on Northeast India”. 
Colonel Jassal began his speech by stating “to survive, find an alternative”. Colonel Jassal 
described that he witnessed the use of many IEDs and landmines over 35 years of service in 
the Northeast. He identified IEDs as being more dangerous than landmines. He emphasized 
the severity of the problem as Tripura is infested with landmines and IEDs. Although Colonel 
Jassal stated that land mines and IEDs are used to target military/police, innocent civilians are 
often victims. Many people were killed and injured when someone threw an IED into a Hare 
Krishna Temple. He urged the younger generation to inform themselves on landmines. It was 
important to speak to the governments about International Humanitarian Law and to speak to 
the NSAs and try to convince them not to put landmines in public places. He called on every-
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one at the seminar to evoke the principles of humanity and closed by saying “let’s change our 
attitude without blaming.” 

Dr Kholeki, Chief Medical Officer of Border Security Force, spoke on “Effects of land-
mines on health.” While working at the border, he saw many AP mines and anti-tank mines. 
He described the horrific scenes of disfigured victims. Dr Kholeki explained and detailed the 
psychological trauma that was often experienced by the victims. Unfortunately, treatment for 
psychological trauma was very costly and often inaccessible to the victims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workshop Meeting. Credit: Geneva Call 

Moreover, even if the victims survive, the physical trauma is often extensive as some victims 
have multiple fractures, open wounds, protruding bones, etc. The victims are sometimes 
abandoned by their families because they become too much of a burden. The child victims 
seldom have a chance of a future. He explained that the time it takes to rescue the victim once 
the mine has detonated, can lead to excess blood loss and sometimes even death. Treatment 
options are not very promising, as most hospitals are far away and very costly. In some areas 
of Churachandrapur, it can take up to three days to reach a hospital. Dr Kholeki then dis-
cussed the fact that the data on landmines victims is often not available. He congratulated 
Geneva Call for its involvement, its humanitarian efforts and its work to convince the NSAs 
to commit to the mine ban. He stressed the importance of supporting this cause whole-
heartedly.   

Dr S. Poddar, Professor of History, Tripura University. Dr Poddar presented the historical 
context of the current situation. He explained that there are 19 tribes in Tripura that are pre-
dominantly Burmese in origin. The majority of these individuals speak Kokborok. The topog-
raphy of Tripura is divided into three parts. The local tribes became a minority after the parti-
tion of India in 1947, when there was a significant migration of Bangladeshi Hindus into the 
region. Dr Poddar explained how this trend of migration continued with Bangladesh’s inde-
pendence in 1971, which further rendered the tribes as minorities. He stressed the need for the 
government to come to a viable solution in dealing with this struggle of minority versus ma-
jority. He congratulated Dr Kurvey and his team, the Indian CBL and Geneva Call for having 
arranged this seminar and for taking measures to raise awareness in Argatala, Tripura.  

Landmines have become a global issue as they pose a significant threat to societies. It is im-
portant for the people of Tripura to grasp the severity of the problem. Northeast India is one 
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of the most volatile regions in the Indian sub-continent, as it is rampant with militants. Dr 
Poddar expressed the importance of public education awareness campaigns as well as the 
need to educate NSAs on humanitarian issues. Hopefully these efforts will result in convinc-
ing NSAs to sign the Deed of Commitment. He acknowledged the noteworthy efforts of Dr 
Kurvey and Geneva Call who have been successful in convincing the NSCN (IM) and KNO 
to sign the Deed.  

The mine ban message can be disseminated through the Indian CBL and Geneva Call semi-
nars. He stressed the timely importance of seminars of this nature; as they will help NSAs 
become more familiar with Geneva Call and will hopefully culminate in the signing of the 
Deed of Commitment.  

Observations and Suggestions from the Participants 

In the second session of the workshop, participants were divided into small groups in order to 
exchange views on: the issue of landmines in Tripura, the Deed of Commitment − the mecha-
nism available for NSAs to commit to the ban on AP mines, and on the need for Tripura 
NSAs to commit to such a ban. After the small group discussions, representatives of each 
group took the floor in the plenary to deliver the conclusions reached. 

The participants expressed strong support for the work of the Indian CBL/IIPDEP and Geneva 
Call and for the organization of such workshop, recalling that this one was the first of its kind 
being held in Tripura. Many participants asked for the organization of other workshops to 
raise awareness on the landmine issue amongst the population and NSAs in other parts of Tri-
pura and in other states of Northeast India. They declared that the Tripura population and 
NSAs operating in the state were not conscious of the impact of landmines and IEDs on the 
civilian population, nor aware of International Humanitarian Law norms, especially those 
prohibiting the use of AP mines, or of the existence of the Deed of Commitment. 

Participants explained that there are more than 25 NSAs operating in Tripura, fighting against 
the government and against each other, at the expense of Tripura inhabitants. A participant 
also called for the establishment of a Human Rights Commission in the state.  

NSAs operating in Tripura are using landmines and IEDs to achieve their aims. Participants 
recalled that even if the purpose of laying landmines is to target military forces, many civil-
ians- especially children - were injured or killed by the mines. One participant pointed out the 
discrepancy between the claimed objectives of the NSAs i.e. the improvement of the indige-
nous peoples’ situation by the recognition of their rights, and the use of such an indiscriminate 
weapon, which causes so much suffering to the population that they claim to defend. Another 
participant declared that as NSAs possess sophisticated weapons, there is no reason for them 
not to give up landmines. 

Participants saw children, youth and women as categories of the population that are the most 
affected. Children, due to their ignorance of the risks, are often victimized by landmines. 
Women are often ‘mute spectators’ of the violence occurring in Tripura. They have often lost 
a father, a husband, a brother or a sister due to the ongoing violence and sometimes the use of 
landmines by the conflict protagonists. Youth are affected by the conflict in different ways. 
They face a high level of unemployment due to the lack of economic development resulting 
from decades of armed struggle. Therefore, youth often see no alternative to joining an armed 
group. They are easy targets for the NSA recruiters. Participants suggested that as the conflict 
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in Tripura is being associated with small arms and drug trafficking, youth are attracted by the 
perspective of earning `easy’ money.  

Apart from the damaging effects that armed conflict has on youth, it also causes under-
development which has wider repercussions on the whole population of the Tripura state. It 
was recalled that Tripura state is well endowed with natural resources, but that these resources 
could not be fully exploited because of the ongoing conflict. Landmines were seen by partici-
pants as a key barrier to economic development in the state. Indeed, the presence of landmines 
was said to affect not only agricultural output, but also on the desire of entrepreneurs to estab-
lish their businesses in Tripura. 

Many participants spoke of the causes of the conflict. It was recalled that violence in Tripura 
resulted from tensions between the tribal communities and Bengali immigrants that settled in 
Tripura following India and Bangladesh’s independence and soon took over both governmen-
tal and key economic positions. A strong statement was made in favour of the recognition of 
indigenous rights as a first step towards peace in the state. Resolving contentious issues would 
bring NSAs closer to the mine ban. 

The main agreement among participants was on their desire to have the conflict brought to an 
end and that violence was not an appropriate means to achieve peace. They expressed concern 
about the fact that no negotiations were ongoing between the Central and Tripura govern-
ments on one side and the indigenous NSAs on the other. Participants called on the parties to 
the conflict to enter into peace processes. In that context, the signing of the Deed of Commit-
ment by NSAs is seen by participants as contributing to confidence building between the par-
ties and, in that way, as being a first step towards the establishment of peace in the region. 

At the end of the second session, the participants concluded with the following assertions: 

1. Workshops to raise awareness of the civilian population on the landmine issue, espe-
cially on mine risk, should be held in other parts of Tripura, as well as in other states 
of Northeast India. 

2. Participants should advocate in favour of the landmine ban, especially among NSAs 
members or sympathizers. In this perspective, women’s associations as well as 
youths/students associations could play a significant role.  

3. NSAs should also receive information on the impact of landmines on the civilian 
population, as well as on the existence of the Deed of Commitment mechanism by 
which they can commit to ban AP mines. 

4. NSAs operating in Tripura should commit to the ban on AP mines by signing Geneva 
Call’s Deed of Commitment. 

5. India should be urged to adhere to the MBT. 
6. Specific rights should be guaranteed to indigenous people as a necessity for bringing 

an end to armed violence in Tripura. 
7. Economic development should be favoured because of the contribution it could bring 

to peace. 
8. Special attention should be put on the youth as they are particularly vulnerable to the 

recruitment by NSAs and as they represent the future of Tripura. 
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Conclusion 

 
 
 

Overall the workshop was well received. The participants showed a keen interest in the topics 
covered and felt it was a good initiative. Many of them had not been very familiar with the 
landmine issue, though they were deeply concerned by the suffering caused by the use of AP 
mines and IEDs in Tripura. Thus, they felt that the meeting was very informative and sug-
gested that additional workshops such as this one should be organised in other parts of Tripura 
to continue to inform the people on the importance of the issue. 

Several participants also felt strongly that the best way to address the use of landmines by 
NSAs in Tripura was to bring peace to the state by politically addressing the root causes of the 
conflict. This said, some participants expressed a keen interest on actively working to promote 
the mine ban by sensitizing their communities and by passing information to the NSAs. 

The local media covered the workshop, as well, so it can be assumed that the messages from 
the workshop reached a wider audience3. 

  

                                                 
3 See newspaper articles in Annex.  
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