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Geneva Call and the 
Deeds of Commitment

Geneva Call encourages ANSAs to be active participants in 
processes towards increased protection of civilians. Geneva 
Call’s innovative methodology to achieve this is the Deed of 
Commitment, which serves as a unique entry point towards 
engagement with ANSAs. The Deed of Commitment provides 
ANSAs with a standard, universal and recognizable mechanism 
by which they formally pledge to respect humanitarian norms 
and are held accountable for their commitments. The Deed 
of Commitment is countersigned by the Government of the 
Republic and Canton of Geneva, which acts as its custodian. 
After a signature, Geneva Call supports and monitors the 
implementation of the signed Deeds.

Currently, Geneva Call is implementing two Deeds of Commit-
ment. By signing the Deed of Commitment under Geneva Call 
for Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and for 
Cooperation in Mine Action, ANSAs express their adherence to 
the norms of the AP Mine Ban Convention, and agree to:

prohibit under any circumstance the use, production, • 
stockpiling, and transfer of AP mines;
undertake and cooperate in stockpile destruction, mine • 
clearance, victim assistance, mine awareness, and various 
other forms of mine action in areas under their control.

The Deed of Commitment under Geneva Call for the Protection 
of Children from the Effects of Armed Conflict became available 
for signature at the end of 2010. ANSAs agree, amongst other 
things,  to:

prohibit the use of children in hostilities   and ensure that • 
children are not recruited into, or forcibly associated with, 
armed forces;
release or disassociate children  in safety and security; • 
provide children with the aid and care they require, in • 
cooperation with specialized child protection agencies, in 
areas where signatories exercise authority. 

In both cases, ANSAs agree to:
allow and cooperate in the monitoring and verification of • 
their commitment, notably by providing information and 
compliance reports, as well as allowing field visits and 
inspections; and
consider their commitment as a first step towards a wider • 
acceptance of humanitarian norms.

At the date of publication, there are 41 ANSA signatories to 
the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. Some 15 ANSAs 
have indicated interest in, or are already engaged in, dialogue 
with Geneva Call on the Deed of Commitment on Children and 
Armed Conflict. The first signatures are anticipated in 2011. 

A similar Deed of Commitment will be prepared on conflict- 
related, gender-based violence during 2011, and dialogue with 
a dozen ANSAs on this matter is already ongoing. The complete 
texts of the Deeds of Commitment can be found at the end of 
the report.



AP mines and  
other explosive devices
AP mines are low-cost, easily available, 
easy to manufacture, and have been 
a weapon of choice for many ANSAs 
worldwide. In fact, far more ANSAs than 
States employ these weapons today.  
Many ANSAs also have effective control 
over territories that are strewn with AP 
mines, following conflict. Communities 
in such areas often receive little or no 
humanitarian mine action assistance. 
 
41 ANSAs have signed Geneva Call’s 
Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. 
Overall, signatory ANSAs are abiding by 
the core prohibitions and are undertaking 
mine action activities and/or facilitating 
access by specialized organizations. 
Geneva Call works hard to enable 

humanitarian mine action and enters 
into dialogue on this matter with various 
ANSAs, and then monitors and supports, 
where appropriate, the implementation 
of signatories’ obligations. In addition to 
signatories per se, other ANSAs engaged 
by Geneva Call have pledged to prohibit 
or limit the use of AP mines unilaterally 
or through ceasefire agreements. Others 
have undertaken mine clearance, victim 
assistance and other forms of mine action.   
Geneva Call is also following new 
initiatives at the international level on 
how to better protect civilians from the 
negative impact of explosive weapons in 
general, and improvised explosive devices 
(IEDs) in particular. 

The issue of AP mines is Geneva Call’s 
original and traditional area of work 
and, as such, has become integrated into 
operations across most countries where 
the organization is present, as required. 
For this reason, Geneva Call’s landmine-
related activities are covered in the 
country sections of this report.

Under Article 1 of the Deed of Commitment, anti-personnel mines are defined as those devices which effectively 
explode by the presence, proximity or contact of a person. This includes:

• industrially-produced AP mines
• victim-activated AV mines (with or without anti-handling devices being placed on them)
• victim-activated IEDs
• explosive booby traps
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The protection of children  
from the effects of  
armed conflict

“... [T]he international community must seek to engage all parties to conflict in dialogue for 
the purpose of eliciting concrete child protection commitments ... .”  
Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations for Children in Armed Conflict, 2010

“I applaud the work being done by Geneva Call. Their new Deed of Commitment brings us 
all one step closer to protecting children in vulnerable situations. Geneva Call continues to 
work where so few others are willing, and in doing so, they are paving the way for more posi-
tive interactions with all parties linked to this issue.”  
Lieutenant-General the Honourable Roméo A. Dallaire, (Ret’d), Senator. Ottawa, November 2010





Gender-based violence in 
armed conflict
Gender-based violence is a regular 
occurrence in situations of armed conflict 
and violence, and constitutes one of 
the many consequences of conflict that 
impacts in the majority on women and 
girls, but also on men and boys. 

Geneva Call is focusing on gender-based 
violence in armed conflict linked to the 
behaviours of ANSAs and/or under their 
responsibility, and in particular:

conflict-related, gender-based • 
violence, including rape and other 
forms of sexual violence, as it 
affects women, men, boys and 
girls, whether members of civilian 
communities or associated with 
ANSAs, 
the range and variety of roles that • 
women play when associated with 
ANSAs.

International legislation
IHL, International Criminal Law, and 
IHRL provide a legal framework for the 
prevention and prohibition of acts of 
conflict-related, gender-based violence, 
and a framework for the protection of 
women and girls in armed conflict in 
particular. A series of resolutions adopted 
by the UN Security Council between 
2000 and 2010 have drawn attention to 
the impact of sexual violence in armed 
conflict situations, and to the importance 

of increased participation of women in 
peace processes. 

These resolutions call for various 
stakeholders, including ANSAs, to take 
measures for the prevention of, and 
protection from, sexual violence linked to 
armed conflicts. 

Geneva Call’s role is to open dialogue on 
such humanitarian norms with ANSAs, 
seek appropriate changes in policies and 
practices on the ground, and, ultimately, 
the signature of a Deed of Commitment.

A Deed of Commitment 
to address gender-based 
violence in conflict
In 2009 Geneva Call began to implement an 
initial three-year strategy of engagement 
of ANSAs on this issue, leveraging the 
organization’s extensive experience 
with armed actors. Geneva Call carried 
out in-depth research and dialogue 
during 2010. Preparatory meetings and 
workshops that Geneva Call has held 
with a dozen ANSAs have been positive, 
and have indicated the willingness of 
the ANSAs concerned to cooperate with 
Geneva Call, and work towards a Deed of 
Commitment. This Deed of Commitment 
will be drafted during 2011, and further 
ANSAs will be engaged.
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“In some conflicts, sexual 
violence takes the form of 

sexual slavery, whereby women 
are abducted to serve as 

servants and sexual partners 
for combatants for extended 

periods; in others, it takes the 
form of torture in detention. In 

some wars, women belonging 
to particular groups are 

targeted; in others men are as 
well … Sexual violence varies 
in prevalence and form across 
civil wars as well as inter-state 

wars, across ethnic wars as 
well as non ethnic, and across 

secessionist conflicts.” 
Elisabeth Jean Wood, 

Variation in Sexual Violence during War, 2006.



Engaging ANSAs on
gender-based violence 
in armed conflict
Gender assessment in the 
Philippines
Geneva Call conducted a gender 
mapping exercise and assessment in 
the Philippines in April, and, through 
this, gained the perspective of the Moro 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). One of the 
highlights of the visit was the invitation to 
Geneva Call by the MILF which presented 
its perspectives and interpretations on 
gender issues under the title ‘‘Women’s 
Rights in Islam & Bangsamoro Perspective 
on Women’s Rights’’. This was one of 
the only occasions that an ANSA has 
presented its perspectives on gender 
issues in a structured way, and, as such, 
will greatly benefit the process of drafting 
the Deed of Commitment. The presenters 
discussed the role of women in Islam, 
both in the domestic arena and in the 
context of armed struggle, and what 
protection women may benefit from. 

Asia workshop with ANSAs
A highlight of the gender programme 
in 2010 was the organization of a 
unique regional workshop, to which 
Geneva Call invited 23 female and 
male representatives from eight ANSAs 
from Burma/Myanmar, India and the 
Philippines. ‘‘Improving the Protection of 
Women and Girls in Armed Conflict’’ took 
place in December in Geneva, and led to 
ANSAs themselves taking steps to adapt 
or improve policies and practices within 
their own respective organizations. 

The workshop resulted in several 
significant achievements, and represents 
a major step for Geneva Call in the 
engagement process of ANSAs on 
conflict-related,  gender-based violence. 
Participants reached consensus on a 
working definition for conflict-related, 
gender-based violence. For the purposes 
of the workshop, this was defined as any 
act of violence including of a sexual nature 
that is committed against the victim 
on account of his or her gender (men, 

women, boys and girls) that takes place in 
the context of armed conflict.

Participants mobilized around the issue 
and created action plans, including 
concrete measures which could be 
implemented within their respective 
organizations to change, adapt or create 
policies and practices. Participants 
committed to following up their action 
plans upon their return to their respective 
organizations. Throughout 2011 Geneva 
Call will also be actively following up with 
each of the participating ANSAs.

Gender-based violence in 
the Colombia conflict
Sexual and gender-based violence is 
perpetrated by all actors involved in the 
armed conflict in Colombia and deeply 
affects civilian populations, in particular 
women and girls. Geneva Call is seeking 
to better understand the patterns and 
trends of this violence against women and 
girls, specifically as perpetrated by ANSAs 
in the Colombia context. In 2010, Geneva 
Call organized a workshop with women’s 
organizations in Caldono (North Cauca), 
a town that is greatly affected by armed 
violence. The outcomes have helped to 
frame a research project on the policies 
and practices of ANSAs with regard to 
gender-based violence, which Geneva 
Call will conduct in 2011, in partnership 
with the School of Gender Studies of 
the National University of Bogota. This 
will enable Geneva Call to tailor its 
engagement of actors in the conflict on 
the question of conflict-related, gender-
based violence.
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“This workshop is  
only the beginning  

but it sets a precedent.  
The silence around 

conflict-related, gender-
based violence is a killer.”  

ANSA participant at Geneva Call’s 
workshop, December 2010







In 2010, Geneva Call was•  active in Niger, Senegal, Somalia, Sudan and Western Sahara. In Senegal, Geneva 
Call and its local partner strengthened ANSA engagement, and pushed the main rebel faction of the 
Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance (MFDC) and the Government to open direct talks, 
in order to discuss possibilities of cooperation on humanitarian demining. In addition, in collaboration 
with the national mine action centre and four local NGOs, Geneva Call and its partner completed a series 
of advocacy sessions on the AP Mine Ban Convention in seven key rural communities of Casamance. 

In Western Sahara and Somalia, Geneva Call continued to monitor compliance with the • Deed of 
Commitment banning AP mines signed by the Polisario Front, the Puntland authorities and a number of 
other ANSAs. 

Finally, Geneva Call also initiated dialogue with the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM), an armed • 
non-State actor operating in Darfur, Sudan. The JEM, as well as three other ANSAs in Africa, contributed 
to Geneva Call’s publication In Their Words: Perspectives of Armed non-State Actors on the Protection of 
Children from the Effects of Armed Conflict, released in late 2010.

Conflict situation
The conflict over Western Sahara broke 
out in 1975 between Morocco, Maurita-
nia and the Saharawi independence mo-
vement, known as the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Saguía el Hamra and Río 
de Oro (Polisario Front). Fighting conti-
nued until 1991 when the UN brokered a 
ceasefire agreement. However, the status 
of Western Sahara is still the subject of 
dispute between Morocco and the Poli-
sario Front. In 2007, direct talks between 
the two parties began under the auspi-
ces of the UN, but progress has yet to be 
made.

As a result of the conflict, Western Sahara 
is heavily contaminated by landmines, 
cluster munitions and other ERW. It is 
divided by a 2000 kilometre long earthen 
’berm’, which was built by the Moroccan 
army during the 1980s and fortified 
with millions of landmines. Most of the 
territory is under Moroccan control. In 
2005, the Polisario Front committed 
to unilaterally ban AP mines by signing 
Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment. 

Activities
In 2010, Geneva Call continued to follow 
up on the implementation by the Polisario 
Front of the Deed of Commitment 
banning AP mines, and made several field 
visits to meet with relevant stakeholders. 
In particular, Geneva Call attended a 
meeting in November convened by the 
Mine Action Coordination Centre (MACC) 
of the UN Mission for the Referendum in 
Western Sahara (MINURSO). The meeting 
focused on the coordination of future 
Mine Risk Education (MRE) activities in 
Western Sahara. Since the signing of the 
Deed of Commitment, the Polisario Front 
has made great efforts to implement its 
obligations, and mine action activities 
have expanded in areas under its control. 
The British NGO, Landmine Action, 
started landmine and ERW survey and 
clearance work in 2006, and the ICRC 
subsequently set up an orthopaedic 
centre in the Saharawi refugee camps to 
assist people with disabilities, including 
mine victims. In addition, pursuant to the 
Deed of Commitment, the Polisario Front 
destroyed 8,642 stockpiled AP mines in 
three successive operations between 
2006 and 2008. A further destruction 

is planned in early 2011. In each case, 
Geneva Call has attended the destruction 
as part of its compliance monitoring 
role.

The Polisario Front contributed to 
Geneva Call’s publication In Their Words: 
Perspectives of Armed non-State Actors on 
the Protection of Children from the Effects 
of Armed Conflict, where it reported that 
the Saharawi authorities had enacted a 
number of laws and internal regulations 
aiming at child protection. The “Saharawi 
Arab Democratic Republic”, as a member 
of the African Union, has also signed the 
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare 
of the Child.

During the year, Geneva Call completed 
the preparation of an IHL training 
programme for the Polisario Front. 
A first training session with senior 
military officials is planned for early 
2011 in Geneva, in collaboration with 
the Sanremo International Institute of 
Humanitarian Law  and Geneva Center 
for Security Policy (GCSP).

Western Sahara
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Activities in Africa



Conflict situation
Somalia has been without effective national Government since 
the overthrow of the Siad Barre regime in 1991. A Transitional 
Federal Government (TFG) was established in 2004 but remains 
weak, despite the support of African Union forces. In 2010, it 
lost control of further territory to Islamist insurgent groups led 
by al-Shabaab, which is said to control most of the southern 
and central parts of Somalia. In the north, the self-proclaimed 
Republic of Somaliland and the semi-autonomous region of 
Puntland continue to run their own affairs. 

Somalia is affected by landmines and ERW following decades 
of armed conflict. The Puntland authorities, as well as several 
armed factions operating in south Somalia, are signatories to 
Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. In 2009, 
with significant support from Geneva Call, the Parliament of 
Somaliland passed legislation prohibiting AP mines. Islamist 
groups operating in south and central Somalia are reported to 
use IEDs in large numbers, mostly command-detonated devices. 
These groups are also reported to be recruiting and using child 
soldiers. 

Activities
Geneva Call continued to monitor compliance with the Deed 
of Commitment banning AP mines, in particular during fighting 
involving signatories and opposing forces. In October, several 
signatories allied to the TFG fought against al-Shabaab in 
Gedo region. Geneva Call did not receive any reports of new 
AP mine use, but was informed that stocks of AV and AP mines 
belonging to the Somali National Front (SNF), and awaiting 
destruction, had been captured in a raid by the Islamist group. 

Geneva Call also monitored clashes which took place in Puntland 
between the local authorities and militia loyal to a local leader, 
Mohamed 

Saïd Atom. Atom’s militia was reportedly responsible for several 
landmine attacks against Puntland forces. Geneva Call had 
previously facilitated the deployment of MAG in Puntland in 
2008, to destroy UXO and insecure weapons stockpiles. The 
British mine action NGO destroyed five tonnes of unexploded 
and abandoned ordnance in January 2010, and later in the year 
started an MRE project. 

In Somaliland, Geneva Call continued to liaise with the local 
mine action centre – Somaliland Mine Action Centre (SMAC) - 
to follow up on the enforcement of the newly adopted AP mine 
ban legislation. Geneva Call notably assisted SMAC in seeking 
funding for an awareness-raising project aimed at informing the 
general public of the legislation, and explaining its obligations to 
indicate items of ordnance that they may be holding on to. This 
project is particularly relevant, as a recent survey has revealed 
that many individuals possess landmines and items of ERW. This 
represents an immediate threat to their safety and security, 
and a potential risk of theft and reuse for terrorist purposes. 
Unfortunately, the project has not yet found a funder. 

The Somaliland authorities contributed to Geneva Call’s 
publication In Their Words: Perspectives of Armed non-State 
Actors on the Protection of Children from the Effects of Armed 
Conflict, and reported that their Government was working on 
legislation consistent with the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child.

Somalia 



Conflict situation
The situation in Niger remained tense 
in 2010, following the military coup that 
deposed President Tanjda in February. 
The ceasefire agreed in 2009 between 
the Government and the Mouvement 
des Nigériens pour la Justice (MNJ), and 
its different splinter fronts has held, but 
since then no political or peace accord has 
been reached. Likewise, no Disarmament, 
Demobilization & Re-integration (DDR) 
process has yet begun. Criminality has 
also increased, notably in the north of 
the country where disenfranchised ex-
combatants are reported to be resorting 
to banditry. Al Qaeda in the Islamic 
Maghreb (AQIM) has also intensified its 
operations in the country and claimed the 
kidnapping of several French citizens. 

There is anti-vehicle (AV) mine 
contamination in northern areas as a result 
of the 2007-2009 conflict between the 
MNJ and the army. The Government has 
begun demining activities, while Handicap 
International is implementing a MRE 
project in the northern city of Agadez. 
During the conflict, Geneva Call engaged 
the MNJ and its splinter factions on the AP 
mine ban, and international humanitarian 
norms restricting the use of AV mines. 

Activities
In 2010, Geneva Call continued to follow 
the situation on the ground and liaise 
with the relevant actors involved in mine 

action. During a mission to Niamey in 
September, Geneva Call met with most 
of the senior leaders of the former rebel 
fronts to further develop upon the role 
they could play in cooperating in the 
national demining process. Meetings 
were also held with senior Government 
officials from the Commission Nationale 
pour la Collecte et le Contrôle des Armes 
Illicites (CNCCAI), and the Haute Autorité 
à la Restauration de la Démocratie et à 
la Réconciliation Nationale. Discussions 
highlighted the lack of confidence and 
coordination between the two former 
belligerents. In response, Geneva Call 
is planning to organize a meeting in 
Niger, to bring together the leaders of 
the former rebel fronts and the CNCCAI 
to facilitate cooperation on demining, 
possibly through sharing maps of known 
minefields and information about types 
of mines used, and to open discussions 
on areas where clearance could be 
expanded.

Niger

Conflict situation
Notably in the Darfur region, clashes between the army and 
different rebel movements occurred throughout the year, even 
though talks were taking place in Doha, Qatar. In the south of 
the country however, the Comprehensive Peace Agreement has 
held between the Government of South Sudan and the central 
Government of Khartoum, and preparations continued for the 
referendum on independence. 

Landmines, whether AP or AV, are not a serious threat in Darfur, 
in fact virtually unheard of since 2004. Mine action activities 
were essentially concentrated in the south of the country 
where large clearance projects are underway. A number of 
child protection projects were also being implemented around 
the country. In July, the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) 
signed a child protection agreement with UNICEF. To date, 
implementation has been delayed for political reasons. Proper 
in-depth monitoring of violence against women in conflict was 
not possible, due to the difficulty in accessing combat areas. 

Activities
In 2010, Geneva Call initiated dialogue with the JEM, the 
main ANSA operating in Darfur. Initial contacts persuaded 
it to contribute to Geneva Call’s publication In Their Words: 
Perspectives of Armed non-State Actors on the Protection of 
Children from the Effects of Armed Conflict. In its contribution, 
the JEM defined its internal code of conduct regarding 
recruitment processes, and developed on its child protection 
activities. It also informed Geneva Call of its interest in signing 
the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. 

Sudan
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“Through its field visits in Niger and elsewhere, and its advice and 
documentation on international humanitarian norms in armed 
conflict, the international NGO Geneva Call has prevented the use 
of anti-personnel mines during the 2007 conflict in Niger. No anti-
personnel mines were laid by armed non-State actors during the 
conflict”.
Rapport national sur l’application du Programme d’action des Nations Unies en vue de prévenir, 
combattre et éliminer le commerce illicite des armes légères, CNCCAI, January 2010

“JEM does not keep any children under its care. 
According to its policies, volunteers under 18 are not 
allowed to enlist as JEM fighters…JEM always takes 
measures to hand over children who happen to call on 
its camps to their relatives, refugee camps or village 
sheikhs who can reunite them with their families.” 
In Their Words: Perspectives of Armed non-State Actors on the 
Protection of Children from the Effects of Armed Conflict



Conflict situation
Sporadic fighting between elements of the Mouvement 
des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance (MFDC) and the 
Senegalese army continued in 2010 as the conflict entered its 
28th year. The MFDC is split into several armed factions, which 
occasionally fight amongst each other. One of these factions, 
led by Salif Sadio and based along the northern border of 
Casamance and the Gambia, was responsible for most of the 
clashes with the army, which intensified in the second half of 
the year. 

The use of AP mines, widespread in the early years of the 
conflict, has been greatly reduced and no new AP mine use 
has been confirmed since 2006, the year that Geneva Call 
began its intervention in the country. However, MFDC factions 
still have not renounced this weapon and there were several 
AV mine incidents during the year. Moreover, during clashes 
between MFDC factions, the Gambian authorities reportedly 
apprehended several fleeing combatants crossing the border 
with AP mines.

Handicap International continued demining activities in 2010. 
Senegal has obtained an extension to its mine clearance 
obligations under the AP Mine Ban Convention until 2016 as 
areas needing clearance remain within contested areas. 

Activities 
In 2010, Geneva Call, together with its local partner l’Association 
pour la promotion rurale de l’arrondissement de Nyassia – 
Solidarité, Développement et Paix (APRAN-SDP), continued 
to advocate the prohibition of AP mines with the MFDC. The 
two organizations strengthened their engagement efforts in 
particular with the Kassolol faction of the MFDC, by conducting 
a one-day meeting with some 20 commanding officers and base 
commanders to discuss and promote the mine ban. Kassolol 
faction leaders confirmed their agreement in principle to enable 
the gradual implementation of humanitarian demining. 

They also agreed to discuss the possibility of cooperating on 
this subject with the Government. Geneva Call and APRAN-
SDP plan to facilitate a first meeting between the two parties 
in 2011. In 2010, Geneva Call met with the northern Salif Sadio 
faction of the MFDC, for the first time. This faction admitted 
using AV mines against the army. They stated that they did not 
use AP mines but could not rule out that combatants would 
never resort to these weapons in cases of extreme necessity. 
Subsequent discussion highlighted that the Salif Sadio faction 
had been unaware of mine clearance operations taking place 
in the region.

Because of the way that the MFDC has split, and the reluctance 
of the groupings to commit to a mine ban, Geneva Call decided 
to approach the MFDC indirectly by engaging communities living 
close to the rebel bases. In cooperation with APRAN-SDP, four 
local civil society organizations and the national mine action 
centre - Le Centre National Antimines au Sénégal (CNAMS), 
seven advocacy workshop sessions were conducted in key rural 
communities. Between 50 and 100 traditional leaders, village 
chiefs, local elected officials, elders, leaders of local youth and 
women’s groups, as well as grassroots activists attended each of 
these one-day workshops. 

Geneva Call and partner organizations discussed with the local 
community leaders the meaning and scope of the AP Mine Ban 
Convention, and the type and role of the different actors involved 
in mine action in Senegal. 4000 training manuals, produced by 
Geneva Call and APRAN-SDP, were distributed, and the sessions 
were also covered in the local press and on community radio. 
Participants declared their willingness to cooperate in mine 
action and to take steps to sensitize MFDC combatants. As a 
result of these sessions, communities have, for the first time, 
begun to report items of ERW to the CNAMS. 

Senegal
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Conflict Situation
A number of ANSAs are in active 
opposition to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. Many of these ANSAs, including the 
Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan 
(PDKI), the Kurdistan Democratic Party-
Iran (KDPI), the Komalah-Kurdistan’s 
Organization of the Communist Party of 
Iran, the Komala Party of Kurdistan, and 
the Komala Party-Iranian Kurdistan have 
suspended their armed operations. 

The Party for Freedom and Life in 
Kurdistan (PJAK) continues to launch 
sporadic guerrilla attacks against Iran. The 
Iranian army frequently shells suspected 
PJAK strongholds in Iraqi Kurdistan, 
which has serious consequences for the 
civilians living in these areas, forcing 
the evacuation of dozens of villages and 
creating further ERW. In the Baluchistan 
province of Iran, ethnic groups continued 
to make armed attacks against central 
Government during 2010.

AP mines and other ERW, primarily dating 
back to the 1980-1988 conflict with Iraq, 
severely affect several provinces of west 
and southwest Iran. Some of the above-
mentioned ANSAs had possessed stocks 
or laid mines around their camps in 
Iraqi Kurdistan. In accordance with their 
obligations under Geneva Call’s Deed of 
Commitment banning AP mines, these 
stocks have been destroyed and the 
mined areas cleared.  

Activities
In 2010, the KDPI and the PJAK signed the 
Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. 
The signing ceremonies took place in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. All Iranian-Kurdish ANSAs have 
now committed to the ban on AP mines. 
Geneva Call visited signatory Iranian-
Kurdish ANSAs whilst in Iraqi Kurdistan, 
to monitor and support implementation 
of their commitments, and to continue 
discussions on gender issues and on 
broader questions of IHL.

The PDKI contributed to Geneva Call’s 
2010 publication In Their Words: 
Perspectives of Armed non-State Actors 
on the Protection of Children from the 
Effects of Armed Conflict, underlining 
that the armed wing of the party “does 
not admit anyone under the age of 18”.
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Conflict Situation
Internal conflict, the war with Iran of 1980 to 1988, the 1991 
Gulf War, and the conflict that began in 2003, have left Iraq as 
one of the most heavily ERW and AP mine-affected countries in 
the world, and with one of the largest populations of landmine 
survivors. Since 2003 the Kurdistan region of Iraq has enjoyed 
relative peace and security. For many years prior to that, violent 
armed conflict was frequent between Iraqi governmental forces 
and Kurdish ANSAs, as well as between ANSAs themselves. 
Whilst there is still more work to do, great progress has been 
made in mine clearance, survey, marking and MRE, with the 
exception of mountainous border areas controlled by ANSAs. 

Activities
In 2002, the regional Governments, led by the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), each signed the Deed of Commitment banning AP mines. 
Following the fall of the Iraqi regime in 2003, these two parties 
formed a unified regional Government of Iraqi Kurdistan (KRG). 
Today, the mountains of Iraqi Kurdistan along the borders 
between Iran and Turkey remain the base for KONGRA-GEL/
HPG/PKK, and the Iranian Kurdish ANSA, Party for Freedom and 
Life in Kurdistan (PJAK). 

Several other armed Iranian Kurdish ANSAs, currently in 
ceasefire, are also located in the area.  As Geneva Call has 
continued to engage these ANSAs to monitor compliance with 
the Deed of Commitment, the opportunity has also emerged 
to facilitate mine action in the areas where these ANSAs have 
been operating militarily. Through local and international 
partners, Geneva Call is supporting efforts to minimize the risks 
for the affected population, and to implement a comprehensive 
response to the needs of landmine and ERW victims in these 
areas. In 2010, Geneva Call also began dialogue with KONGRA-
GEL/HPG/PKK on issues of gender, and on the protection of 
children in hostilities. 

Iraq

Conflict Situation
Over 416,000 Palestinian refugees living 
in Lebanon are registered with the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). About half of them live in 12 
official Palestinian camps throughout 
the country. The refugee camps were 
established in 1948, following the creation 
of the State of Israel. Armed violence has 
always been a frequent occurrence in 
the camps, exacerbated by the restricted 
socio-economic options for those 
living there and the limited civil rights 
afforded to them. The refugee camps are 
administered by Popular Committees, 
made up of representatives of Palestinian 
ANSAs. Internal security within the camps 
is the responsibility of the Palestinian 
Armed Struggle Organization (al-Kifah 
al-Musallah), which is run by ANSAs. 
Lebanese security forces do not enter the 
camps, and UNRWA has no responsibility 
for security, policing or administration. 

Activities
Against this backdrop of violence, Geneva 
Call this year began the engagement 
of Palestinian organizations on the 
protection of civilians, humanitarian 
norms and in particular on the protection 
of girls.

In 2010, Geneva Call met with the 
exiled leaderships of Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine-
General Command, the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine, as 
well as with leaders of the Palestinian 
Fatah movement in Lebanon. Productive 
exchanges of views took place, in which 
those present acknowledged the need for 
Geneva Call’s work and expressed their 
willingness to pursue further dialogue 
on areas of humanitarian concern. 
Geneva Call also established contacts and 
cooperation with relevant local, regional 
and international actors and organizations 
to reinforce the capacity of civil society 
and relevant ANSAs to better respond 
to humanitarian needs. Geneva Call also 
maintained a humanitarian dialogue with 
Hezbollah and affiliated CSOs. 

The multi-party al-Kifah al-Musallah, the 
internal security force for Palestinian 
refugee camps in Lebanon, approached 
Geneva Call requesting training on 
humanitarian standards in situations of 
armed violence. The key commanders of 
the force, from all geographical regions 

in Lebanon, attended this training which 
was provided by Geneva Call’s legal team. 
Kifah al-Musallah has subsequently 
integrated modules of this training 
into its own curriculum. Geneva Call is 
currently assisting Kifah al-Musallah to 
further improve the dissemination of 
humanitarian standards to the rank and 
file. 

Lebanon

“…The training that we have received 
from Geneva Call is a new type of 
practical training ... and represents for 
us a crucial opportunity to strengthen 
our daily practice and ensure that it is 
in line with humanitarian standards. 
It is particularly important to bring the 
experience and understanding of these 
international standards to the attention 
of the commanding officers and to their 
forces so that they may be implemented 
on the ground...”

  
             Youssef Wehbah, Institute of Political 
and Moral Guidance for Palestinian National 

Security Forces - Lebanon, December 2010
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Conflict situation
Armed conflict in Colombia has been 
ongoing for the past 50 years. Parties to the 
conflict today include Government forces 
and ANSAs, notably the Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia - Ejército del 
Pueblo (FARC-EP - Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia - People’s Army) and 
the Ejército de Liberación Nacional (ELN 
- National Liberation Army). Negotiations 
between successive Governments and 
these ANSAs have failed to yield results, 
and fighting continues. Paramilitary 
groups were officially demobilized in 
2005; however new armed groups have 
also emerged over the last few years, 
contributing to heightened levels of 
armed violence, and a notable increase 
in IHL and IHRL violations.

Rural areas have been particularly 
affected by the conflict. Large numbers 
of people have been displaced, and 
serious and wide-spread human rights 
violations are reported, in particular 
against indigenous peoples and the Afro-
Colombian minority. Women and children 
are the most affected. 

Activities
Geneva Call continued to engage the ELN 
on issues of respect of IHL, notably related 
to mine action and child protection. ELN 
was willing to improve its compliance 
with these norms and open to external 
monitoring of alleged violations of IHL 
by its members. Furthermore, the group 
expressed its readiness to facilitate 
emergency mine clearance in affected 
communities where the ELN is present. 
Geneva Call is seeking the authorization 
of the Government for such facilitation, 
and the implementation of emergency 
demining by international humanitarian 
organizations in territories where the ELN 
has influence.

In dialogue with Colombians for Peace 
(Colombianos y Colombianas por la Paz) 
the FARC also expressed a readiness 
to take humanitarian initiatives to 
protect civilian populations from the 
consequences of armed conflict. 

Colombians for Peace has requested that 
Geneva Call helps to build its capacity for 
dialogue on the landmine issue, and to

provide the technical support necessary 
to move the discussions forward. Other 
parallel initiatives have been created by 
civil society organizations, which have 
requested from Geneva Call a series of 
tools to help them promote humanitarian 
agreements with ANSAs at regional level. 

A research project on the policies and 
practices of ANSAs with regard to gender-
based violence will be conducted in 2011 
by Geneva Call, in partnership with the 
School of Gender Studies of the National 
University of Bogota. This will enable 
Geneva Call to tailor its engagement of 
actors in the conflict on the question of 
conflict-related, gender-based violence. 
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Conflict situation
Transnistria/Pridniestroviye self-declared 
its independence from the Republic of 
Moldova in 1990, but is not internationally 
recognized by any State. Armed conflict 
between Moldova and Transnistria/
Pridniestroviye broke out in 1992 and 
lasted a few months. Both sides have 
used landmines in the past. The de facto 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the de 
facto Ministry of Defence of Transnistria/
Pridniestroviye informed Geneva Call that 
there were no longer any AP mines on their 
territory. Since the ceasefire, both parties 
have been in a state of ‘frozen conflict’.

Activities
In October 2010, Geneva Call visited 
Transnistria/Pridniestroviye and Chisinau, 
the capital of Moldova, to follow up on its 
2009 visit advocating for a total AP mine 
ban. However, the de facto authorities 
informed Geneva Call that Transnistria/
Pridniestroviye could not ban landmines 
until the definitive resolution of the 
conflict. Geneva Call therefore focused 
on advocating at least for the adoption of 
legal norms that would regulate the use 
of AP mines, based on the principles of 
IHL. 

Particular attention was also given to 
identifying local NGOs that could partner 
with Geneva Call in upgrading national 
standards on the protection of women 
and children, to the level of equivalent 
international standards. The de facto 
authorities and Geneva Call agreed to 
organize IHL/IHRL training for the armed 
forces. The OSCE Mission to Moldova 
facilitated the logistics of the visit, and 
met with Geneva Call to discuss AP mines, 
and the improvement of standards in the 
protection of children and women. 

Moldova|Transnistria (Pridniestroviye)
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Conflict situation
Prior to 1990, Abkhazia and South Ossetia 
both held the status of autonomous 
regions within the Soviet Republic of 
Georgia. However, ethnic tensions 
between Abkhaz, South Ossetians and 
Georgians intensified as the Soviet 
regime came to an end. Armed conflict 
broke out in January 1991 and lasted 
until June 1992 in South Ossetia, and 
then in Abkhazia in August 1992, lasting 
until September 1993. As a result, 
both Abkhazia and South Ossetia have 
proclaimed themselves as independent 
States. In August 2008, South Ossetia 
suffered another armed confrontation, 
which has severely hampered post-
conflict recovery efforts in the region, and 
jeopardized the provision of international 
humanitarian assistance. The armed 
violence resulted in minefields being laid 
along the lines of contact, which led to 
significant civilian casualties as the areas 
were densely populated at the time. 

Abkhazia and South Ossetia de facto 
authorities  say that landmines are 
needed to ensure their security until 
Georgia legally binds itself to a non-
aggression agreement towards Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia. 

The conflict between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan over the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region has been the longest armed conflict 
in the region. A ceasefire agreement was 
reached in 1994; however, occasional 
skirmishes and ceasefire breaches along 
the line of contact are still reported in the 
media on a regular basis. The de facto 
independence has not been recognized 
by any State and large areas are still 
contaminated with landmines. 

As a result of international community 
efforts, including those of Geneva Call, 
these three entities in the South Caucasus 
claim to regulate the use of AP mines by 
following humanitarian norms to avoid 
civilian casualties.

Activities

In 2010, Geneva Call continued supporting 
the mine action efforts of the NGO 
network within Georgia and Azerbaijan, 
including NGOs from Abkhazia, South 
Ossetia and Nagorno-Karabakh. Geneva 
Call had helped to establish this network 
in 2007 with a regional workshop in 
Kiev, Ukraine. Representatives of these 
organizations gathered again in Geneva 
in May 2010 for a Second Regional 
Workshop to strengthen their capacity 
in mine action, and to develop a multi-
year joint action plan towards a mine-
free Caucasus. Participants identified 
challenges in the advocacy work banning 
AP mines, ways in which to support the 
needs of mine victims and persons with 
disabilities, and gaps in legal frameworks. 
All of these helped to outline a five-
year action plan for the region. The 
participants also learned how to integrate 
gender considerations into their project 
planning, and received basic training in 
project cycle management. 

Geneva Call finalized the results of a socio-
economic needs assessment survey of 
mine survivors, conducted with the help 
of the South Caucasus NGO network, and 
plans to facilitate projects addressing 
those needs in 2011.

In October, Geneva Call undertook 
a humanitarian mission to Georgia, 
including Abkhazia.  During the mission, 
Geneva Call met representatives of 
the Government of Georgia, de facto 
authorities of Abkhazia, international 
community representatives in the 
region, and local NGO partners. The 
mission focused on ways to address 
the needs of AP mine victims, notably 
their socio-economic reintegration and 
rehabilitation. 

Additionally, Geneva Call continued 
to advocate for legislation regulating 
landmine use, as a first step towards an AP 
mine ban in the region, given that States 
and other actors are not ready for a total 
mine ban. During the meetings with the 
de facto Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Ministry of Defence, it was agreed that 

Geneva Call would organize training on 
issues pertaining to IHL/IHRL for their 
armed forces in 2011.

As part of its humanitarian assessment 
mission in October, Geneva Call also 
visited Nagorno-Karabakh. Geneva Call 
met with the de facto Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Ministry of Defence, local 
NGO partners, the ICRC and Halo Trust.  
Furthermore, Geneva Call continued its 
advocacy towards the AP mine ban, and 
legislation to regulate landmine use as a 
first step towards this. Geneva Call also 
explored ways to assist landmine victims 
and other persons with disabilities, and 
to improve the protection of women and 
children in armed conflict.
 
Geneva Call maintains contact remotely 
with its local partners and meets 
representatives of the non- or partially 
internationally recognized authorities 
when they visit Geneva for the regular 
Geneva Talks.

South Caucasus



Turkey
Conflict Situation
The Kurdistan People’s Congress (Kongra-Gel/People’s Defence 
Forces/HPG), also known as the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
has waged an armed struggle against the Turkish Government 
since 1984. Kongra-Gel/HPG/PKK declared a unilateral cease-
fire on 13 August 2010, which has been extended to June 2011. 
During the same period, military operations by the Turkish 
armed forces have continued and clashes with the PKK have 
occurred. 

Both the Turkish armed forces and Kongra-Gel/HPG/PKK have 
used AP mines in the past. Turkey ceased production, transfer 
and sale of AP mines in 1996, and banned their use in 1998. The 
Kongra-Gel/HPG signed the Deed of Commitment banning AP 
mines in 2006. Turkey accuses HPG/PKK of continuing to use AP 
mines, charges that HPG/PKK refutes. Credible sources report 
that the mines in question are in fact command-detonated. This 
is not a violation of the Deed of Commitment, as such mines are 
not victim-activated. 

Activities
Geneva Call continued to monitor compliance with the Deed of 
Commitment banning AP mines by the Kongra-Gel/HPG/PKK, 
and cross-checked mine use allegations and mine accidents 
in areas where HPG/PKK was operating, referring to reports 
on the conflict by human rights organizations and Turkish and 
Kurdish online media. Geneva Call presented a report on these 
incidents to Kongra-Gel/HPG/PKK during a monitoring visit to 
the group in Iraqi Kurdistan. HPG stated that HPG/PKK only used 
command-detonated mines or IEDs in attacks on security forces 
during military operations. HPG/PKK assumed responsibility 
for an AV mine explosion that occurred in Batman in August 
2010, which caused the death of civilians. HPG/PKK set up an 
investigation to clarify the accident, published the results in 
December, and took action against the perpetrators.
 
In May 2010, Geneva Call sensitized HPG commanders on ANSA 
obligations under IHL using a comparative approach, wherein 
discussions focused on how the HPG/PKK’s internal policies 
and international humanitarian norms would apply to different 
situations which arise during hostilities. It was an opportunity 
to share, compare, learn and reflect. This meeting  heralded the 
start of a process of engagement with Kongra-Gel/HPG/PKK on 
the recruitment and use of children in hostilities, and on their 
protection. Geneva Call is continuing to discuss with the group 
the issue of conflict-related, gender-based violence, as it moves 
towards the drafting of a Deed of Commitment. 

Geneva Call also continued to translate and make available basic 
documents on IHL in Turkish, for the benefit of CSOs, and for the 
continued support of training on humanitarian standards. 
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41 Signatories to the  
Deed of Commitment banning AP mines

at December 2010
 AFRICA

Burundi
Conseil National pour la Défense de la Démocratie-Forces • 
pour la Défense de la Démocratie (CNDD-FDD) 
 

Somalia
Banadiri• 
Hiran Patriotic Alliance/Somalia Reconciliation and • 
Restoration Council (HPA/SRRC)
Jowhar Administration• 
Juba Valley Alliance (JVA)• 
Puntland State of Somalia • 
Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA)/SRRC (faction of Col. • 
Hassan Mohamed Nur “Shatigudud”) 
Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA) (faction of Sheikh Adan • 
“Madobe”)
Somali African Muki Organization (SAMO)/SRRC/Nakuru• 
Somali National Front (SNF)/SRRC • 
Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM)/SRRC (faction of • 
General Aden Abdullahi Nur “Gabyow”) 
Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM)/BIREM• 
Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM)/SNA/SRRC• 
Transitional National Government (TNG)• 
United Somali Congress/Somali National Alliance (USC/• 
SNA)/SRRC 
USC/North Mogadishu/SRRC• 
USC/SNA/SRRC/Nakuru• 
USC/Somali Salvation Army (SSA)• 

Sudan
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A)• 

 
Western Sahara

Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el Hamra and • 
Rio de Oro (Polisario Front) 

ASIA
Burma/Myanmar

Arakan Rohingya National Organisation/Rohingya National • 
Army (ARNO/RNA)
Chin National Front/Army (CNF/CNA) • 
Lahu Democratic Front (LDF) • 
National Unity Party of Arakan/Arakan Army (NUPA/AA)• 
Palaung State Liberation Front (PSLF)• 
Pa’O Peoples’ Liberation Organisation/Pa’O Peoples’ • 
Liberation Army (PPLO/PPLA)

India
Kuki National Organisation (KNO)• 
National Socialist Council of Nagalim – Isac/Muivah faction • 
(NSCN-IM) 
Zomi Re-unification Organisation (ZRO)• 

Philippines
Moro Islamic Liberation Front / Bangsamoro Islamic • 
Armed Forces (MILF/BIAF) 
Revolutionary Workers’ Party of Mindanao / Revolutionary • 
People’s Army (RPM-M/RPA)
Revolutionary Workers’ Party of the Philippines/• 
Revolutionary Proletarian Army-Alex Boncayao Brigade 
(RPM-P/RPA-ABB)

EUROPE
Turkey

Kurdistan People’s Congress/People’s Defence Forces, also • 
known as the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (Kongra-Gel/HPG/
PKK)

MIDDLE EAST
Iranian Kurdistan / Iran

Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan (PDKI)• 
Komala Party of Kurdistan • 
Komala Party of Iranian Kurdistan • 
Komalah - The Kurdistan Organization of the Communist • 
Party of Iran
Kurdistan Democratic Party - Iran (KDPI)• 
Party for Freedom and Life in Kurdistan (PJAK)• 

Iraqi Kurdistan / Iraq
Kurdistan Regional Government - Erbil• 
Kurdistan Regional Government - Sulaimanyia• 





All Party Parliamentary Group on • 
Burma, UK Parliament 
Presentation on the landmine 
situation and Geneva Call’s work in 
Burma/Myanmar. London, March 
2010

The Ownership of Humanitarian • 
Norms by non-State Armed Entities 
Geneva Academy of International 
Humanitarian Law and Human 
Rights. Geneva, March 2010

Non-state armed Groups and • 
Human Security: Challenges and 
Engagement Opportunities  
ECOWAS international conference 
‘‘Two Decades of Peace Processes in 
West Africa: Achievements, Failures, 
Lessons’’,  in cooperation with the 
UN Office in West Africa (UNOWA) 
and the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS). 
Liberia, March 2010

Non-State Conflict Management: • 
Opportunities and Limits of NGOs 
Engaging Non-State Armed Groups  
Stiftung Wissenschaft und Politik, 
and the University of Osnabrück. 
Berlin, March 2010

Edges of Conflict  • 
Conference presentation to 
Canadian Government Officials, 
Canadian Red Cross and the 
University of British Colombia. 
Ottawa, April 2010

Landmines in the Arab World  • 
League of Arab States. Cairo, May 
2010

Non-State Actors and Humanitarian • 
Engagement  
Organisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe. Chisinau, 
Moldova, June 2010

The 2009 Verification Mission • 
to the Philippines to investigate 
allegations of Anti-Personnel 
landmine use by the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front 
Mindanao and Manila, Philippines, 
July 2010

Landmines and Mine Action • 
Workshop with United NGOs 
Mission of Manipur (UNMM). 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, August 2010

Expert Seminar on Engagement • 
with NSAs in Peace Processes 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ). 
Berlin, September 2010

Peace Mediation with Proscribed • 
Armed Groups 
Workshop hosted by Conciliation 
Resources and the Berghof 
Foundation. Brussels, October 2010

Humanitarian Disarmament in • 
Francophone Africa 
Francophonie Summit, with 

Geneva International Centre for 
Humanitarian Demining and Geneva 
Declaration on Armed Violence. 
Montreux, October 2010

Fact-finding during Armed Conflict: • 
The 2009 Verification Mission 
to the Philippines to investigate 
allegations of Anti-Personnel 
landmine use by the Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front 
Public debate in collaboration with 
the Geneva Centre for Security 
Policy. Geneva, October 2010

Humanitarian Action under • 
Scrutiny: Criminalizing Engagement 
with Non-State Entities 
Harvard Program on Humanitarian 
Policy and Conflict Research. 
Boston, November 2010 

 

 

10th anniversary of Resolution 1325 

Bern, the 10th of November, 2010 

 
Elisabeth Decrey Warner 
President of Geneva Call 

 

 
In an ideal world, all those involved in the fight for gender equality, in the fight for peace and 
in the fight for a safe world would have perfect knowledge of the Security Council’s 
Resolution 1325. But, in an ideal world, such a resolution would make no sense, it would 
have no relevance and no use, since gender equality, the respect for fundamental rights and 
peace and security would be commonplace.  

I will not insult your intelligence by telling you that our world is far from ideal and that 
currently, the commitments one is asked to adhere to by virtue of resolution 1325 are highly 
relevant. This is partly because it pertains to tragedies that affect whole sections of mankind. 
It is also because, today still, many of the commitments included in the resolution are largely 
unknown to most. 

On the 31  of October, 2000, the day resolution 1325 was adopted, it was hailed as an 
innovation; indeed, it placed gender and recognition of gender at the forefront of actions 
undertaken to prevent conflict, to re-establish peace and to repair the damages caused by war. 
It was probably not all that innovating but still, after so many years, these consideration were 
at last included in a resolution by the Security Council. 

Adopting this resolution was a victory, but we still had a long way to go in terms of its 
implementation. 

In our efforts to meet the commitments made by virtue of the resolution, we still face many 
pitfalls and challenges, and we should take the time to review some of them: 

1) The first consists in a better definition of peace. What is peace? In this country at least, 
peace is a recurrent theme, debated at length by those involved. Consensus over the meaning 
of this world is easily achievable, even more so since the term has neither applicable, nor 
precise meaning. Some are content with defining it as the absence of war, instead of defining 
it as the presence of numerous elements, such as the fundamental right of human beings and 
communities. What about war?  On the 11  of September, 2001, thousands of Americans 

 
 
 
 

 
Statement by Geneva Call 

 
 

Geneva – 3 December 2010 
 
 

 
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
 
Geneva Call extends its highest congratulations to the organisers for the successful 
organisation of this conference, and to Albania for its election to the presidency. 
 
A year has passed since the 2  Review Conference in Cartagena.  Geneva Call is happy 
to report the progress that has been made in advancing the anti-personnel mine ban 
among armed non-State actors (NSAs).  
 

• According to the 2010 edition of the Landmine and Cluster Munition Monitor, anti-
personnel mine use by NSAs was confirmed in only six countries: Afghanistan, 
Colombia, India, Myanmar, Pakistan, and Yemen. This is the lowest level of 
recorded use since the Monitor began reporting in 1999. Collective efforts towards 
engaging NSAs start to pay off. 

 
• Two new NSAs signed Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment banning anti-personnel 

mines—the Kurdistan Democratic Party – Iran (KDP) and the Free Life Party of 
Kurdistan/Liberation Forces of Eastern Kurdistan (PJAK), bringing the total number 
of signatories to 41.  These new Iranian signatories confirmed that they have no 
stockpiles. They widely publicized their commitment through their own media, 
advocating also for the mine ban among other NSAs and raising awareness about 
the mine problem in their region. 
 

• Geneva Call’s engagement in Senegal and Niger has contributed to a situation 
where there has been no new anti-personnel mine use by NSAs in these countries. 
Moreover, the Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques du Casamance agreed with 
progressive humanitarian clearance operations, whereas previously it had 
categorically refused demining as long as the conflict was not settled. In Western 
Sahara mine action activities with the facilitation of the Polisario Front—especially 
mine risk education (MRE)—have been expanded.  

 
Ensuring compliance with the Deed of Commitment is crucial and allegations of non-
compliance should be investigated and appropriate measures taken to ensure any 
violations do not persist.  Geneva Call is pleased to report that nearly all signatories to the 

Humanitarian Engagement with Non-State Armed groups: Enhancing the • 
Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict, International Peace Institute (IPI), in 
collaboration with UNOCHA, IPI and the Swiss Permanent Mission to the UN,  
New York, 20 July 2010

Humanitarian Engagement with Armed Non-State Actors • 
Under the patronage of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and in collaboration 
with the Swiss Permanent Mission to the EU, International Press Centre, Brussels, 

        1 October 2010

Verifying Compliance with the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban: Geneva Call’s Experience • 
with Armed Non-State Actors, Palais des Nations, in collaboration with the Swiss 
Permanent Mission to the UN, Geneva, 3 December 2010

Roundtables

Humanitarian Engagement with Non-State Armed groups: 
Enhancing the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict. 

  
Most of today’s conflicts involve one or more non-State armed Groups fighting government forces or 
each other. Efforts to assist and protect victims of armed conflict, in particular civilian populations, 
must therefore not only address the conduct of States, but equally that of non-State armed groups. In 
his 2009 report to the Security Council on the protection of civilians in armed conflict, the UN 
Secretary-General encouraged the development of a more comprehensive approach to increasing the 
compliance of non-State armed groups with international law. To this end, OCHA, Geneva Call and IPI 
gathered UN and non-governmental humanitarian actors to share their experience on how such 
engagement can achieve better protection of civilians and what role UN Member States can play. 
Approximately 90 participants (representatives of States, UN Secretariat and agencies, ICRC, NGOs, 
and the broader policy community) attended. 
 
Sir John Holmes, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator, opened the discussion.  The first panel addressed the rationale and strategies of 
humanitarian engagement with non-State armed groups, incentives for their increased compliance 
with international law and achievements and challenges in this regard. The second panel explored 
different thematic and context-specific examples in greater depth. 
 
The panelists consistently made the case for continuous and increased humanitarian dialogue with 
non-State armed groups, as these groups often control territory and/or have influence over civilians. 
Concrete examples were given where engagement resulted in increased protection of civilians, such 
as removal of landmines, immunization of children, and release of hostages. To achieve positive and 
lasting changes in terms of how wars are fought, humanitarian norms must be integrated into military 
policies and codes of conduct by all parties to conflict. Experience also shows that non-State armed 
groups are willing to make and abide by commitments to not only  respect specific humanitarian 
norms, but also to cooperate in the monitoring of their compliance. An inclusive approach providing 
participatory accountability mechanisms to non-State armed groups has proven to be effective. 
 
The fragmentation of groups, unclear or decentralized command structures, shifting control over 
territory, and lack of cooperation of affected States may pose serious challenges for effective dialogue 
with non-State armed groups and demands a certain degree of pragmatism and flexibility from 
humanitarian actors. Effective outcomes require a wide range of possible interventions. 
 
Mistrust between warring factions, and also towards humanitarian organizations is an unavoidable 
consequence of armed conflict. Humanitarian actors need to demonstrate their neutral, impartial, 
independent and purely humanitarian agenda through their actions and must be prepared to invest in 
long term relationship building processes. This may include taking calculated physical and political 
risks. Local actors with sound knowledge of the social, cultural and historic context are also often 
indispensible for building successful relations with non-State armed groups. 
 
 Affected States were urged to support, or at least not obstruct, humanitarian engagement efforts. The 
panelists emphasized that humanitarian engagement is neutral and impartial in character. It does not 
impact the legal or political status of non-State armed groups, nor does it undermine the State’s 
capacity to fight these groups. It is critical that humanitarian engagement in itself is not criminalized. 
Furthermore, terrorist listing often fuels radical behavior instead of encouraging moderation within non-
State armed groups 
 
UN agencies, international NGOs and local NGOs each have comparative advantages allowing them 
to best work in different situations or under different circumstances. These efforts should be 
complementary, and where relevant, coordinated.  
 
The panel discussion made clear that humanitarian engagement with non-State armed groups 
is an effective approach towards better protection of civilians. Non-State armed groups are not 
just part of the problem, but also part of the solution.  
 
This roundtable discussion was the first of a series of events, organized by Geneva Call with the 
financial support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, on the issue of humanitarian 
engagement with non-State armed groups. 

  

 
 

Panel Discussion on  
 

Humanitarian Engagement with Armed Non-State Actors 
1 October 2010, Brussels 

 
 

On 1 October 2010, Geneva Call, with the support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 
held a panel discussion on the issue of humanitarian engagement with armed non-State actors 
(NSAs). The event, which took place in Brussels under the patronage of the Belgian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, addressed the value of such an approach, the successes achieved and challenges 
faced by humanitarian actors on the ground, as well as the role of the European Union (EU) in this 
process. It was opened by the Director General of the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and 
Civil Protection (ECHO), Peter Zangl, and the Ambassador of Switzerland to the EU, Jacques de 
Watteville. About 50 representatives of EU institutions, the diplomatic community, international and 
non-governmental organizations attended.   

All panelists agreed that, given the involvement of NSAs in most contemporary armed conflicts, 
engaging them has become essential. Humanitarian actors have no choice but to deal with NSAs if 
they want to fulfill their mandates and continue to assist, and protect, affected civilian populations. The 
experience of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), as well as that of Geneva Call, 
demonstrates that dialogue with NSAs is not only necessary but can be effective. Concrete examples 
were given where it resulted in positive outcomes. For instance, the ICRC has been able in recent 
years to visit detainees held by NSAs and to facilitate their release, notably in Afghanistan and Niger. 
Moreover, more than 40 NSAs to date have pledged to ban the use of anti-personnel mines through 
Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment. They have by and large abided by their commitment, including 
their obligation to cooperate in monitoring. Not one of them has ever refused to host a verification 
mission, even following allegations of non-compliance. Significantly, Geneva Call was recently able to 
carry out a verification mission in the Philippines with the agreement and cooperation of both the NSA 
and the government.   
  
According to the panelists, the question is not whether to engage with NSAs but rather how to do so 
effectively. Maintaining independence, neutrality and a purely humanitarian agenda were mentioned 
as key guiding principles for humanitarian actors. Equally important is to undertake engagement work 
in a transparent manner and to inform all parties, in particular concerned governments, about its 
purpose. There was some discussion about the utility of formal mechanisms to engage NSAs. Several 
panelists argued that written commitments tend to promote ownership and accountability while 
another said that sustained dialogue was most important, regardless whether commitments are 
formalized or not. The panelists also emphasized the complementary roles of States, 
intergovernmental organizations and NGOs in NSA engagement processes. Humanitarian NGOs 
often have a greater latitude for action, hence the role of regional organizations, such as the EU, 
consists foremost in providing political and financial support to their work.  

During the discussion, several NGO representatives expressed concerns about the implications of 
anti-terror measures and terrorist lists on their work, in particular the recent ruling by the United States 
Supreme Court in “Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project” which significantly restrict engagement with 
groups designated as “terrorist organizations”. In addition, some donors have begun imposing “no-
contact” conditions in their funding agreements to humanitarian and development organizations 
operating in areas controlled by listed NSAs. Such measures can have unintended harmful effects on 
the civilian populations living in these areas. Representatives of the European Commission speaking 
at the panel acknowledged the tension existing between the EU responsibility to support humanitarian 
action and its counter-terrorism policy, and stated that the EU has raised the issue with their US 
counterparts. They also reiterated their support for the principle of humanitarian engagement with 
NSAs.  

This panel discussion was the second of a series of events, organized by Geneva Call with the 
support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, on the issue of humanitarian engagement 
with NSAs. The first event took place last July in New York following the United Nations Security 
Council open debate on the protection of civilians in armed conflict.

Panel Discussion on 

Verifying Compliance with the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban: 
Geneva Call’s Experience with Armed Non-State Actors 

3 December 2010, Palais des Nations, Geneva 

On 3 December, Geneva Call, with the support of the Swiss Federal Department for Foreign Affairs, held a panel 
discussion on the subject of verifying compliance with humanitarian commitments made by armed non-State actors 
(NSAs). The event focused on the experience of Geneva Call in monitoring the Deed of Commitment for 
Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines and for Cooperation in Mine Action (hereafter the Deed of 
Commitment), in particular its recent verification mission to the Philippines. The event, which took place on the 
sidelines of the 10th Meeting of States Parties to the Anti-Personnel (AP) Mine Ban Convention, was opened by 
Ambassador Jürg Lauber, the Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the Conference of Disarmament. It 
brought together more than 50 participants, including representatives of concerned States, United Nations (UN) 
agencies, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, 
Landmine Monitor and research institutes. 
Monitoring and verification mechanisms are essential to the credibility of any humanitarian engagement process. 
Conflicts often do not emanate from disputes over the law itself, but as a result of disagreement as to the facts at 
issue. Allegations of non-compliance with humanitarian commitments must therefore be seriously addressed, with 
the active cooperation of all relevant stakeholders. 
From the perspective of international humanitarian law (IHL), there are three different types of fact-finding 
mechanisms to investigate allegations of IHL violations. First, fact-finding mission can be conducted with the 
agreement of the parties to conflict. This type of mechanism is mentioned in the 1899 Hague Convention. 
Agreement can also be concluded before the dispute actually arises, as illustrated by the International 
Humanitarian Fact Finding Commission (IHFFC) foreseen under the First Additional Protocol to the 1949Geneva 
Conventions. The IHFFC was officially constituted in 1991 but has not yet carried out a mission to date. Second, 
fact-finding commissions can be established by an international organization without the agreement of the parties 
to conflict. The UN has sent a number of missions in this “authoritative” way in recent years, for example in Darfur 
or Gaza. Lastly, private law organizations, such as the ICRC and Geneva Call, can conduct fact-finding missions 
with the permission of the conflicting parties. 
Under the Geneva Call’s Deed of Commitment, signatory NSAs agree to cooperate in the monitoring of their 
compliance. This includes providing information through the completion of standardized compliance reports, 
statements at Meetings of Signatories to the Deed of Commitment and, when necessary, the provision of specific 
information and clarifications at the request of Geneva Call. If credible and serious allegations of non-compliance 
occur, signatory NSAs are required to allow for and facilitate ground level verification. In its 10 years of existence, 
Geneva Call has encountered very few allegations of non-compliance. Nearly all signatory NSAs have abided by 
their obligation to cooperate in the monitoring of their pledge, providing information and reports on measures they 
have taken to implement the Deed of Commitment. No signatory has ever refused to receive a Geneva Call 
mission. In one case, the concerned State has not given permission for enquiries to proceed within its territory, but 
in three other instances Geneva Call was able to conduct a verification mission with the active cooperation of all 
stakeholders involved. 
The most recent Geneva Call verification mission took place in November 2009 in the Philippines to investigate 
allegations of violations of the Deed of Commitment by the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). The Government 
of the Republic of the Philippines (GRP), from where most of the allegations emanate, supported the initiative to 
honor its obligation under the AP Mine Ban Convention and to contribute to deter landmine use by NSAs. Initially, 
the GRP had some concerns with regards to the mission. The main concern was the security of the verification 
team, since during the time of the inquiry, fighting and kidnapping for ransom still continued in the area. The GRP 
was also uncertain if the MILF would accept to come under scrutiny and there were concerns about the neutrality of 
the whole endeavor. The MILF quickly agreed to facilitate the inquiry and retrospectively, the mission was 
perceived as a success by all stakeholders involved. The verification team was able to proceed safely with the 
active cooperation of both parties to the conflict. It found that AP mines had indeed been used in at least two 
instances but was not able to establish definitively whether the MILF was responsible for these incidents. Yet, the 
MILF accepted the recommendations of the mission to incorporate the AP mine ban into its code of conduct and to 
further disseminate it within their ranks. 
During the event, all panelists emphasized that the cooperation of all parties involved, particularly the concerned 
State and the NSA, is essential for efforts to verify compliance with humanitarian commitments. Geneva Call's 
experience in the Philippines clearly indicates that such cooperation is possible and that fact-finding missions can 
be successfully conducted with the agreement and facilitation of both parties, even in situations of active armed 
conflict.  
This panel discussion was the third of a series of events, organized by Geneva Call with the support of the Swiss 
Federal Department for Foreign Affairs, on the issue of humanitarian engagement with NSAs. Previous events took 
place last July in New York and last October in Brussels. 

                        

Geneva Call, with the support of the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, 
cordially invites you to a panel discussion on 

Verifying Compliance with the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban: 
Geneva Call's Experience with Armed Non-State Actors 

Friday, 3 December 2010 
13:00 – 15:00 

Room XXV, Palais des Nations, Geneva

In recent years, there have been an increasing number of international missions to monitor the implementation of 
international humanitarian law during situations of internal armed conflict and verify allegations of violations. 
Geneva Call’s experience in engaging armed non-State actors (NSAs) on the landmine ban indicate that NSAs 
can not only be persuaded to make humanitarian commitments, but can also be actively involved in the process of 
monitoring and verifying their compliance. This event will provide an opportunity to share recent relevant 
developments to the mine ban community. Significantly, in November 2009, Geneva Call was able to carry out a 
verification mission in the Philippines - funded by the Kingdom of Belgium - with the agreement and cooperation of 
both the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front. 

The event will also reflect on other experiences, ways and mechanisms to investigate allegations of violations of 
humanitarian undertakings. Although the discussion will focus on the verification of NSAs’ compliance, it is 
anticipated that it will include a broader consideration of monitoring and fact-finding processes.

Taking place as a side event during the 10  Meeting of States Parties to the Mine Ban Convention (10MSP), this 
panel discussion will gather representatives of the diplomatic community (in particular members of delegations of 
States Parties at the 10MSP), mine action/disarmament actors and members of the International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines.  

A light lunch will be served. 

Welcome Address: 
Ambassador Jürg Lauber, Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the Conference of Disarmament 

Panelists: 
Col. Leonidas Hidalgo, Armed Forces of the Philippines  

Prof. Eric David, International Humanitarian Fact Finding Commission 

Mr. Chris Rush, Geneva Call 

This event is the third of a series, organized by Geneva Call with the support of the Swiss Federal Department for 
Foreign Affairs, on the issue of humanitarian engagement with NSAs. The earlier panel discussions took place in 
New York in July and in Brussels in October 2010 (see the summary reports on www.genevacall.org). 

Please note that access to the UN premises is required to participate. Should you have any questions about 
the event, please contact Mr. Reno Meyer at +41 22 8799437 or rmeyer@genevacall.org. 

Other Events, Workshops 
and Seminars
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Balance sheet and 
Statement of operations
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DEED OF COMMITMENT UNDER GENEVA CALL
FOR ADHERENCE TO A TOTAL BAN ON ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES 

AND FOR COOPERATION IN MINE ACTION

WE, the (NAME OF THE NON-STATE ACTOR), through our duly authorized representative(s),

Recognising the global scourge of anti-personnel mines which indiscriminately and inhumanely kill and maim com-
batants and civilians, mostly innocent and defenceless people, especially women and children, even after the armed 
conflict is over;

Realising that the limited military utility of anti-personnel mines is far outweighed by their appalling humanitarian, 
socio-economic and environmental consequences, including on post-conflict reconciliation and reconstruction;

Rejecting the notion that revolutionary ends or just causes justify inhumane means and methods of warfare of a nature 
to cause unnecessary suffering;

Reaffirming our determination to protect the civilian population from the effects or dangers of military actions, and to 
respect their rights to life, to human dignity, and to development;

Resolved to play our role not only as actors in armed conflicts but also as participants in the practice and development 
of legal and normative standards for such conflicts, starting with a contribution to the overall humanitarian effort to 
solve the global landmine problem for the sake of its victims;

Accepting that international humanitarian law and human rights apply to and oblige all parties to armed conflicts;

Acknowledging the norm of a total ban on anti-personnel mines established by the 1997 Ottawa Treaty, which is an 
important step toward the total eradication of landmines;

NOW, THEREFORE, hereby solemnly commit ourselves to the following terms:  
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TO ADHERE to a total ban on anti-personnel mines. By anti-personnel mines, we refer to those devices 1. 
which effectively explode by the presence, proximity or contact of a person, including other victim-
activated explosive devices and anti-vehicle mines with the same effect whether with or without anti-
handling devices. By total ban, we refer to a complete prohibition on all use, development, production, 
acquisition, stockpiling, retention, and transfer of such mines, under any circumstances. This includes an 
undertaking on the destruction of all such mines.

TO COOPERATE IN AND UNDERTAKE stockpile destruction, mine clearance, victim assistance, mine 2. 
awareness, and various other forms of mine action, especially where these programs are being 
implemented by independent international and national organisations.

TO ALLOW AND COOPERATE in the monitoring and verification of our commitment to a total ban on anti-3. 
personnel mines by Geneva Call and other independent international and national organisations associated 
for this purpose with Geneva Call. Such monitoring and verification include visits and inspections in all 
areas where anti-personnel mines may be present, and the provision of the necessary information and 
reports, as may be required for such purposes in the spirit of transparency and accountability.

TO ISSUE the necessary orders and directives to our commanders and fighters for the implementation and 4. 
enforcement of our commitment under the foregoing paragraphs, including measures for information 
dissemination and training, as well as disciplinary sanctions in case of non-compliance.

TO TREAT this commitment as one step or part of a broader commitment in principle to the ideal of 5. 
humanitarian norms, particularly of international humanitarian law and human rights, and to contribute 
to their respect in field practice as well as to the further development of humanitarian norms for armed 
conflicts.

This Deed of Commitment shall not affect our legal status, pursuant to the relevant clause in common 6. 
article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949.

We understand that Geneva Call may publicize our compliance or non-compliance with this Deed of 7. 
Commitment. 

We see the desirability of attracting the adherence of other armed groups to this Deed of Commitment 8. 
and will do our part to promote it. 

This Deed of Commitment complements or supercedes, as the case may be, any existing unilateral 9. 
declaration of ours on anti-personnel mines.

This Deed of Commitment shall take effect immediately upon its signing and receipt by the Government of 10. 
the Republic and Canton of Geneva which receives it as the custodian of such deeds and similar unilateral 
declarations.
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DEED OF COMMITMENT UNDER GENEVA CALL
FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN

FROM THE EFFECTS OF ARMED CONFLICT 

WE, (name of signatory), through our duly authorized representative(s), 

Concerned with the harmful and widespread impact of armed conflict on the physical and mental development of chil-
dren and the long-term consequences this has for human security, durable peace, and development;

Affirming our determination to protect the civilian population, in particular children, from the effects or dangers of 
military actions, and to respect their right to life, to human dignity, to education and to development, with the best 
interest of the child as a primary consideration;

Recognizing that children associated with armed forces are at particular risk of exposure to attacks by opposing forc-
es;

Taking due account of the varying standards within international law instruments providing special protection for chil-
dren affected by armed conflict, in particular the Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, and the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict, and deter-
mined to clarify our responsibilities on the recruitment and use in hostilities of persons under 18 years of age;

Mindful that the Statute of the International Criminal Court criminalizes the act of conscripting or enlisting children 
under the age of 15 years into armed forces or groups or using them to participate actively in hostilities; 

Rejecting the notion that any cause, for whatever reason, may justify unlawful treatment of children in armed con-
flict;

Accepting that international humanitarian norms apply to and oblige all parties to armed conflict;

Stressing that the present Commitment protects all children, both girls and boys;

And understanding that for the purposes of this Deed of Commitment: 
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“children” are defined as persons under the age of 18, and where there is doubt as to whether a person has reached 
the age of 18, (s)/he will be treated as a child;

HEREBY solemnly commit ourselves to the following terms:

TO ADHERE to a total ban on the use of children in hostilities.1. 

TO ENSURE that children are not recruited into our armed forces, whether voluntarily or non-voluntarily. Chil-2. 
dren will not be allowed to join or remain in our armed forces.

TO NEVER COMPEL children to associate with, or remain associated with, our armed forces. By associate, we 3. 
mean any type of direct or supporting activity whether combat related or otherwise. In the event that children 
have been compelled to do so, they will be released at the earliest possible opportunity in accordance with 
Article 6 of this Deed of Commitment.

TO ENSURE that children do not accompany our armed forces during our military operations and to take all fea-4. 
sible measures so that children in areas where we exercise control are not present during military operations.

TO TREAT humanely children who are detained or imprisoned for reasons related to the armed conflict, in ac-5. 
cordance with their age and gender specific needs, recognizing that deprivation of liberty may be used only 
as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time. The death penalty will not be pro-
nounced or executed on a person for any offense committed while a child. 

The release or disassociation of children from our armed forces must be done in safety and security, and when-6. 
ever possible, in cooperation with specialized child protection actors.

TO FURTHER ENDEAVOUR TO PROVIDE children in areas where we exercise authority with the aid and care 7. 
they require, in cooperation with humanitarian or development organizations where appropriate. Towards 
these ends, and among other things, we will:

take concrete measures towards ensuring that children have access to adequate food, health care (includ-i) 
ing psycho-social support), education, and where possible, leisure and cultural activities;

protect children against sexual and other forms of violence;ii) 

facilitate the provision of impartial humanitarian assistance to children in need; iii) 

facilitate efforts by impartial humanitarian organizations to reunite children with their families;iv) 

avoid using for military purposes schools or premises primarily used by children.v) 

TO ISSUE the necessary orders and directives to our political and military organs, commanders and fighters for 8. 
the implementation and enforcement of our commitment, including measures for information dissemination 
and training. Commanders and superiors are responsible for their subordinates. In case of non-compliance, we 
will take all necessary measures to cease violations immediately, initiate appropriate investigations and impose 
sanctions in accordance with international standards.
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TO ALLOW AND COOPERATE in the monitoring and verification of our present commitment by Geneva Call and 9. 
other independent international and national organizations associated for this purpose with Geneva Call. Such 
monitoring and verification include visits and inspections in all areas where we operate, and the provision of 
the necessary information and reports, as may be required for such purposes in the spirit of transparency and 
accountability. 

 

TO TREAT this commitment as one step or part of a broader commitment in principle to the ideal of humanitar-10. 
ian norms, particularly of international humanitarian law and human rights, and to contribute to their respect 
in field practice as well as to the further development of humanitarian norms for armed conflict. 

This 11. Deed of Commitment shall not affect our legal status, pursuant to the relevant clause in common article 3 
of the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949.

We understand that Geneva Call may publicize our compliance or non-compliance with this 12. Deed of Commit-
ment. 

We see the desirability of attracting the adherence of other such armed actors to this 13. Deed of Commitment 
and will do our part to promote it.

This 14. Deed of Commitment complements, or supersedes, as the case may be, any existing unilateral declaration 
of ours on children and armed conflict.  

Any reservation to this 15. Deed of Commitment must be consistent with its object and purpose, international 
humanitarian law, and the minimum obligations of State parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict. It must be expressed in writing upon 
signature and will be periodically reviewed towards attaining the highest possible respect for the rights of chil-
dren. Geneva Call will be the final arbiter on the permissibility of any reservation. 

This 16. Deed of Commitment shall take effect immediately upon its signing and receipt by the Government of the 
Republic and Canton of Geneva which receives it as the custodian of such deeds. 





Partners and Staff List
Africa

Afrique Enjeux, Senegal• 
Association pour la Promotion Rurale de l’Arrondissement • 
Nyassia – Solidarité, Développement, Paix (APRAN- SPD)
Association Sénégalaise des Victimes de Mines (ASVM), • 
Senegal
Association Solidarité Développement (ASD), Senegal• 
Institute for Practical Research and Training (IPRT), • 
Somalia/Somaliland
Kabonketoor, Senegal• 
Saharawi Campaign to Ban Landmines (SCBL), Western • 

Sahara

Asia
Committee for Internally Displaced Karen People (CIDKP)• 
Indian Institute for Peace, Disarmament and • 
Environmental Protection (IIPDEP)
Karenni Social Welfare Development Center (KSWDC)• 
Mindanews• 
Negros Alliance for Human Rights Advocates (NAHRA)• 
Rural Urban Peoples Linkages, Inc. (RUPEL)• 
Salam, Inc.• 
United NGO Mission of Manipur (UNMM)• 

South Caucasus
Agency for Social, Economic and Cultural Development, • 
South Ossetia
Association “Inva-Sodeystvie” (AIS), Abkhazia• 
Association of Disabled Women and Mothers of Disabled • 
Children (DEA), Zugdidi
Association of the Women of South Ossetia for Democracy • 
and Human Rights, South Ossetia
Azerbaijan Campaign to Ban Landmines• 
Bridge of Friendship – Kartlosi• 
Centre for Civic Initiatives, Nagorno-Karabakh• 
Lady Cox Rehabilitation Centre for Persons with • 
Disabilities, Nagorno-Karabakh
Nagorno-Karabakh Committee of the ICBL• 
Women’s Crisis Center, Baku• 

Colombia
Asociación de Cabildos Indígenas del Pueblo Siona (ACIPS)• 
Asociación de Cabildos Indígenas Norte Cauca (ACIN)• 
Cabildo Mayor Awa de Ricaurte (CAMAWARI)• 
Campaña Colombiana contra Minas (CCCM) • 
Coalición contra la vinculación de niños, niñas y jóvenes al • 
conflicto armado en Colombia, COALICO 
Compromiso Humano• 
Escuela de Derecho Propio de los Pastos Laureano • 
Inampués Cuatin
Organización Zonal Indígena del Putumayo (OZIP)• 
Unidad Indígena del Pueblo Awa (UNIPA)• 

Middle-East 
Kurdistan Organization for Rehabilitation of the Disabled • 
(KORD)

Nashit Association, Lebanon• 

Centre for Humanitarian Dialogue• 
Child Soldiers Initiative• 
Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers• 
DanChurchAid (DCA) / DCA Mine Action• 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)• 
Handicap International (HI)• 
Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC)• 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL)• 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)• 
Landmine Action• 
Mines Advisory Group (MAG)• 
UN Action against Sexual Violence in Conflict – Stop Rape • 
Now
UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara • 
(MINURSO) and its Mine Action Coordination Centre 
(MACC)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)• 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of • 
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA)
United Nations Office in West Africa (UNOWA)• 
Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict• 

Local Partners

International 
Organizations, INGOs 

and NGOs
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Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and • 
Human Rights
Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed • 
Forces (DCAF)
Geneva Centre for Security Policy (GCSP)• 
Graduate Institute of International and Development • 
Studies, Geneva
Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining • 
(GICHD)
International Institute of Humanitarian Law, San Remo• 
International Peace Institute (IPI), New York• 
KOFF-Centre for Peacebuilding• 
Small Arms Survey• 
University of Lancaster• 

Institutes, Research 
Centres, Universities



Adrian Goodliffe, • Programme Officer, Africa
Alessio di Sanzio, • Communications & Events Officer
Armelle Seby, • Programme Officer, Latin America
Armin Köhli, • Programme Officer, Middle East
Aurélie Lamazière, • Coordinator for Gender Issues
Chris Rush, • Senior Programme Officer, Asia
Elisabeth Decrey Warner, • President
Jonathan Somer, • Children and non-State actors Coordinator & Legal Advisor
Judith Binzegger, • Assistant to the President
Karima Jambulatova, • Programme Officer, South Caucasus
Katherine Kramer, • Programme Director, Asia, Coordinator for Landmines & Other Explosive Devices
Latifa Benmou, • Housekeeping
Markus Haake, • Programme Director, Europe & South Caucasus
Martin Damary, • Managing Director (until August)
Mehmet Balci, • Programme Director, Middle East & Latin America
Nestor Montilla, • Project Officer, Colombia †
Nicolas Florquin, • Programme Officer, Africa (until March)
Nuray Acik, • Programme Assistant
Pascal Bongard, • Programme Director, Africa & Policy Advisor
Reno Meyer, • Programme Officer
Sami Ben Ayed, • Head of Finance & Administration
Stefano Campa, • Webmaster (until October)
Thomas Payot, • Bookkeeper
Tim Carstairs, • Head of Communications & External Relations
Yolvi Padilla, • Project Officer, Colombia

          † It is with sadness that we announce that Nestor Montilla passed away in June 2010. 

Regular Staff

Temporary Staff and Consultants
Mohamed Abdulkadir Ahmed, Alvaro Cabrera, Isidore Caldes, Julian Espinosa, Peter Gaechter, Carlos Guarin, Jahison Insuasty, Anid 
Khalifah, Silvana Lisca, Maziar Mostafavi Kachani, Caprice Mpaka, Helder Da Silva Carvalho, Jessica Sinclair, Ann-Kristin Sjöberg, 
Nelleke Van Amstel.

Anaïs Antreasyan, Marta d’Alia, Helder Da Silva Carvalho, Cristiana Desideri, Christelle Genoud, Spencer Greenhalgh, Laurence 
Gros, Rainer Gude, Marta Kolakowska Della Martina, Pauline Lacroix, Giulia Marchettini, Melissa Martino, Céline Monnier, Gaia 
Montauti d’Harcourt, Marie Claire Peytrignet, Ioana-Maria Puscas, Mauro Sassòli, Caroline Simond, Jessica Sinclair, Fairouz Stern, 
Nelleke Van Amstel, Ilaria Vena.

Interns

Raj Rana - The Wolfgroup, Glenn O’Neil - Owl RE, Eric Zellweger - Evaluanda.

Evaluations

Prof. Marco Sassòli• , Chairman of the Board of Directors, Professor of International Law at the University of Geneva
Priscilla Hayner• , Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors, Independent Consultant; Senior Advisor, Centre for Humanitarian 
Dialogue
Bertrand Reich• , Secretary of the Board of Directors, Lawyer, Member of the Geneva Bar Association
Prof. Vera Gowlland-Debbas• , Emeritus Professor of International Law at the Graduate Institute of International and 
Development Studies
Tom McCarthy• , Former Senior Advisor to the UN High Commissioner of Human Rights
Eric Sottas• , Director of the World Organization Against Torture
Ruth-Gaby Vermot• , Former Member of the Swiss Parliament and of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe
Elisabeth Decrey Warner• , President of Geneva Call, Former President of the Parliament of the Republic and Canton of 
Geneva

After ten years with Geneva Call, Prof. Andrew Clapham resigned from the Board in 2010. Geneva Call would like to thank him 
for his sincere and dedicated contribution to the development of the organization.

Board
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ANSA  armed non-State actor
AQIM   Al Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb 
AP  Anti-personnel mine
APRAN-SDP  Association pour la promotion rurale de l’arrondissement de Nyassia – Solidarité, Développement et Paix
AV  Anti-vehicle mine
BGF  Border Guard Forces
CNAMS   Centre National Antimines du Sénégal 
CNCCAI   Commission Nationale pour la Collecte et le Contrôle des Armes Illicites
CPA  Comprehensive Peace Agreement
CPP   Communist Party of the Philippines
CSO  Civil Society Organization
DCA  DanChurchAid
DDR  Disarmament, Demobilization & Reintegration
ECHO  European Commission Humanitarian Aid & Civil Protection 
ECOWAS  Economic Community Of West African State
ELN  Ejército de Liberación Nacional (National Liberation Army)
ERW   Explosive Remnants of War
FARC  Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia - Ejército del Pueblo (Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
  Colombia - People’s Army)
GBV  Gender-based violence
GICHD  Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining
GOSS  Government of South Sudan
HPG   People’s Defence Forces 
ICBL  International Campaign to Ban Landmines
ICRC  International Committee of the Red Cross
IED  Improvised Explosive Device
IHL  International Humanitarian Law
IHRL  International Human Rights Law
IPI   International Peace Institute
ISS  Institute for Security Studies
KDPI   Kurdistan Democratic Party-Iran
KONGRA-GEL  Kurdistan People’s Congress/People’s Defence Forces (HPG)
KNLA   Karen National Liberation Army
KNU   Karen National Union
KRG  Kurdistan Regional Government 
LURD  Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy
MAG  Mines Advisory Group
MFDC   Mouvement des Forces Démocratiques de Casamance
MNJ   Mouvement des Nigériens pour la Justice
NMSP   New Mon State Party 
MACC  Mine Action Coordination Centre
MILF   Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
MINURSO  UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
MNLA   Mon National Liberation Army
MRE  Mine Risk Education
NDFP   National Democratic Front of the Philippines 
NGO  Non-governmental organization
NPA   New Peoples’ Army
OSCE  Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
PAICMA  Presidential Program for Mine Action (Programa Presidencial para la Acción Integral contra Minas 
  Antipersonal
PDKI   Democratic Party of Iranian Kurdistan
PJAK   Party for Freedom and Life in Kurdistan 
PKK   Kurdistan Workers’ Party
PNLO   Pa’O National Liberation Organisation
PPLO   Pa’O Peoples Liberation Organisation
SMAC  Somaliland Mine Action Centre

Acronyms 
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SNF  Somali National Front
SRSG   Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General
SSNPLO   Shan State Nationalities Peoples’ Liberation Organization
TFG  Transitional Federal Government
UN  United Nations
UNDP  United Nations Development Programme
UNICEF  United Nations Children’s Fund
UNMM   United NGO Manipur Mission
UNOCHA United Nations Office for the Coordiation of Humanitarian Affairs
UNSC  United Nations Security Council
UNOWA  UN Office in West Africa
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A large print of this photograph is available for sale, with proceeds in support of Geneva Call’s work.




