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I. Message from the President                                  
The Annual Report provides an opportunity to take stock and to draw
lessons from the past twelve months. During the year, Geneva Call
placed a special emphasis on the follow-up of the signed Deeds of
Commitment, pursued dialogue with numerous non-signatory groups,
organised two unprecedented international conferences and initiated
research to consolidate its knowledge on armed Non-State Actors
(NSAs) and their use of landmines:

1. Monitoring and follow-up on the signatories of the Deed of Commitment: In its early
days, Geneva Call successfully persuaded NSAs to sign the Deed of Commitment. However, it
soon became evident that greater efforts needed to be made in order to secure compliance of
these NSAs. This became the priority over the year, with Geneva Call assisting signatory NSAs
to implement the Deed of Commitment and launching a new monitoring mechanism whereby
signatories are requested to report on the measures they have taken to comply with their com-
mitments. By December, about half of them had submitted reports.

2. Engagement: Geneva Call resorted to patience and diplomacy to convince groups that
were still reluctant. The first signatories were perhaps the easiest to engage, whereas those with
which Geneva Call is currently negotiating will probably take longer to persuade. Another
challenge also rapidly emerged: how should one react when faced with armed actors prepared
to reduce their use of landmines and avoid placing civilian populations in jeopardy, while
refusing totally to give up this weapon? Should one adopt the "all or nothing" policy or the
"step by step" approach instead? Geneva Call, while convinced that landmines are an indis-
criminate and unacceptable weapon, and firmly maintaining its ultimate goal of a total and
unconditional ban, has opted for a more pragmatic approach, with the hope of alleviating the
suffering of civilian populations.

3. Organizing Conferences: Geneva Call convened two international conferences, both of
which were "world firsts". These conferences demonstrated the advantages of an inclusive
approach with and within armed groups. The first brought together women engaged in armed
opposition groups; while the other was an occasion for leaders from around twenty NSAs to
review the Geneva Call process and to encourage their peers to join the mine ban.

4. Conducting Research: New research was initiated by Geneva Call to provide a compre-
hensive mapping of the use of landmines by NSAs. This research would allow to enhance
existing engagement strategies, and to better inform the international community on the extent
of this problem.
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Rising to these challenges and implementing a vast number of activities required energy and
commitment from a motivated team of staff, convinced group of donors and an enthusiastic lot
of volunteers. In addition, the field operations were handled by a competent and experienced
set of partners, most of them being national chapters of the International Campaign to Ban
Landmines (ICBL). I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of them wholeheartedly.

At headquarters, Geneva Call further strengthened its internal structure. It opted for a new legal
status, i.e.  becoming a Foundation and thereby increasing its transparency and accountability
towards donors and partners. It expanded its board (effective from 2005) and is currently set-
ting up an advisory committee. Furthermore, it commissioned an external evaluation to analyse
the efficiency of its work. In recognition of its strong commitment towards humanitarian
action, Geneva Call was designated as a strategic partner of the Swiss Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs.

Finally, the civilian populations, the ultimate beneficiaries of Geneva Call's endeavours, expe-
rienced improvements, due to the signatories respecting their commitments, refraining from
mine use, and initiating or supporting mine clearance and mine risk education programs. In
some cases, they have requested assistance to destroy their stockpiles. The link between mine
action and peace-building was becoming more evident.

The year 2004 was therefore one of opportunities and challenges; a year in which Geneva Call
progressed, despite facing a certain number of obstacles. With efforts under way to reinforce
its organizational structure and closer collaboration with local NGOs, Geneva Call is well pre-
pared to face the new challenges of 2005.

Elisabeth Reusse-Decrey
President
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Most armed conflicts today involve one or more
armed Non-State Actors (NSAs) either fighting
government forces or each other. In such situa-
tions, NSAs are directly involved in the landmine
problem, as many of them use, manufacture and
stockpile anti-personnel (AP) mines. Between
2003 and 2004, 60 NSAs were found to be using
landmines in 21 countries. Moreover, in instances
where NSAs operate in or exercise de facto control
over mined land, as in Sri Lanka, Colombia or
Somalia, the communities living in these areas are
seriously affected due to poor access to humanitar-
ian aid. NSAs also influence the mine policy of
States. Some governments cite NSA presence in
their territory as a reason for not joining the Mine
Ban Treaty (MBT) or for not being able to fulfill
their obligations under the MBT. For all these rea-
sons, engagement of NSAs in mine action is essen-
tial to achieve a universal ban on AP mines. 

Geneva Call was created in response to this reali-
ty, as an impartial, international humanitarian
organization dedicated towards engaging NSAs to
adhere to a total ban on AP mines and to other
humanitarian norms. To facilitate this process,
Geneva Call provides an innovative mechanism by
which NSAs, which are not eligible to enter into
the MBT, can join the ban by signing a parallel
commitment called the "Deed of Commitment for
Adherence to a Total Ban on Anti-Personnel Mines
and for Cooperation in Mine Action" (Deed of
Commitment). The Government of the Republic
and Canton of Geneva is the custodian of these
signed Deeds. Under the Deed of Commitment, some
of the main obligations signatory groups agree are:

• To prohibit under any circumstances the use,
production, stockpiling and transfer of AP mines
and other victim-activated explosive devices;

• To undertake, and cooperate in, stockpiles
destruction, mine clearance, victim assistance,
mine awareness and various other forms of mine
action programs

• To allow and cooperate in the monitoring and
verification of their commitment by Geneva Call,
notably by providing information and compliance
reports as well as allowing field visits and inspec-
tions; and

• To treat their commitment as one step or part
of a broader commitment in principle to the ideals
of humanitarian norms.

By December 2004, 26 NSAs from the Philippines,
Sudan, Iraq, Somalia, Burma/Myanmar, India and
Burundi had signed the Deed of Commitment.
Other groups have unilaterally declared their
opposition to mine use and/or support mine action.
Yet, engaging NSAs goes beyond obtaining signa-
tures. Geneva Call assists such signatory groups to
transform their commitments into action by organiz-
ing workshops to disseminate their mine ban poli-
cy to the rank and file, facilitating technical sup-
port for mine action via specialized partner organ-
isations and promoting the launch of mine action
programs in areas under their control. Geneva Call
also monitors compliance by requesting signatory
groups to report on measures they have put in place
towards implementing the Deed of Commitment.

II. Geneva Call's Mission                                                     
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Compliance is also monitored by networking with
independent local and international organisations
operating on the ground and through onsite verifi-
cation missions where alleged violations are
reported.

As with all rules of international humanitarian
law, in order to be truly
effective, the anti-personnel mine ban norm must
be respected by all parties to an armed conflict,
State and non-State actors alike. In order to
demonstrate their commitment to this norm,
armed groups should consider signing the
Geneva Call's "Deed of Commitment".

Jacques Forster, Vice-President of the ICRC,
First Meeting of the Signatories to Geneva

Call's Deed of Commitment.

In short, landmines are weapons, once in the ground, will not respect cease fire or cessation of hostilities.
They are a weapon of choice against poor people as they don't kill Presidents, Generals or Members of
Parliaments.  They are just poor man's "nuclear bombs" and weapons of poor mass destruction.  Their use
is a crime against humanity. The logic of the Sudanese experience is that "landmines" must be depoliti-
cised and you do not need to wait for a political peace agreement to save innocent lives. Cross-conflict
dialogue on issues of humanity do not amount to political legitimisation of rebels, terrorists, non-state
actors or whatever name you may call them.

Letter sent to the ELN by the SPLM/A, June 2004

A signatory group filling in the compliance report
of Geneva Call
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• The Organization on Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and the European Parliament (EP)
voted resolutions calling on armed Non-State Actors (NSAs) to sign the Deed of Commitment, while the
African Union (AU) encouraged initiatives like Geneva Call to ensure the full universalization of the MBT
in Africa.

• In collaboration with the Program for the Studies of International Organization(s) of the Graduate
Institute of International Studies (PSIO-HEI), Geneva Call organized two unprecedented conferences in
Geneva: in August, 32 combatant and ex-combatant women gathered for a workshop to discuss their expe-
riences within armed opposition groups and their potential roles in promoting humanitarian norms; the sec-
ond conference, The First Meeting of the Signatories to the Geneva Call Deed of Commitment, was convened
in November in partnership with the Armed Groups Project of the University of British Columbia, and
sought to review Geneva Call's work and achievements to date.

• Ongoing dialogues took place with non-signatory NSAs in Burma/Myanmar, Burundi, India, Indonesia,
Iran, Nepal, Somalia/Somaliland, Sri Lanka and Western Sahara/Morocco.

• In Colombia, Geneva Call co-organized, with the Colombian Campaign Against Landmines (CCCM),
the first International Forum on Anti-personnel Mines, Armed Non-State Actors and Humanitarian
Agreements, a national forum with Indigenous- and Afro-Colombian representatives and five regional
forums. Geneva Call was the only international NGO to be invited to become a member of the new
Humanitarian Commission of Antioquia in Colombia.

• Geneva Call organized or supported local partners in a number of mine ban workshops in Burundi,
Egypt, Somalia/Somaliland and Sri Lanka.

• In Burma/Myanmar, Geneva Call supported a Mine Risk Education (MRE) training of trainers program
for the NSAs which had signed the Deed of Commitment.

• Geneva Call conducted a field mission to Somalia to follow up on the signing of the Deed of
Commitment by 16 faction leaders in 2002, and subsequently facilitated the launch of a Somali campaign to
ban landmines.

• Geneva Call actively took part in the First Review Conference of the MBT, and released on this occa-
sion the initial findings of its research into the use of landmines by NSAs.

III. 2004 Hightlights                                                              
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AAff rr ii ccaa
Having in previous years successfully engaged
several armed Non-State Actors (NSAs) in Africa,
it was now important for Geneva Call to concen-
trate on the follow-up of their commitments and
assist them in implementation and in monitoring. 

Burundi

General conflict situation

Whereas the largest rebel movement, the Conseil
National pour la Défense de la Démocratie-Forces
pour la Défense de la Démocratie (CNDD-FDD)
joined the transitional government, the Parti pour
la Libération du Peuple Hutu-Forces Nationales de
Libération (Palipehutu-FNL), despite exploratory
talks in January, continued to stage sporadic
attacks against the army, primarily in its strong-
hold Bujumbura Rurale.

Landmine situation

The landmine contamination is a product of the
civil war. Although there is no accurate data
regarding the exact scope of the problem, both the
army and the NSAs have been using landmines.
Since 1993, hundreds of victims from landmine
accidents have been recorded. In December 2003,
the CNDD-FDD signed the Deed of Commitment,
shortly after the ratification of the Mine Ban
Treaty (MBT) by the government. 

Geneva Call activities

In January, further to discussions held in Geneva
after signing the Deed of Commitment, the CNDD-
FDD organized a press conference in Bujumbura
announcing its intention to destroy its mines, and
requested technical assistance from Geneva Call.
According to the CNDD-FDD, its stocks com-
prised army mines it had cleared or captured. In
response, Geneva Call brought a specialist from
the Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD) to
Bujumbura to advise on the destruction process
and to explore possibilities for launching mine
clearance programs. After the first operation, ten-
tatively planned in February, was delayed for tech-
nical and political reasons, it was decided that a
joint destruction of the CNN-FDD and the army
stocks was preferable. Efforts to persuade the gov-
ernment to reconsider its intention of retaining
1'200 mines for training, and to give up a certain
amount for destruction, have not yet succeeded.
Subsequently to the February mission, the FSD
started to develop a mine clearance program for
Burundi. 

IV. Geneva Call Operations Worldwide                               



10

The CNDD-FDD participated in The Workshop of
Women Combatants in Armed Opposition Groups
and The First Meeting of the Signatories to
Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment.

In February, Geneva Call was invited to attend an
international roundtable on mines organized by the
International Campaign to Ban Landmines (ICBL)
and the Centre d'Alerte et de Prévention de
Conflits (CENAP), to which the government and
the CNDD-FDD participated. On this occasion,
the Burundi Campaign to Ban Landmines, led by
CENAP and Geneva Call's partner the Centre
Indépendant de Recherche et d'Initiative pour le
Dialogue (CIRID), was launched. In December,
Geneva Call cosponsored a series of advocacy
workshops organized by the Burundi Campaign in
follow up of the First Review Conference of the
MBT (the "Nairobi Summit on a Mine-Free
World"). The workshops, which aimed at raising
public awareness on the landmine problem and the
mine ban commitments made by the government
and the CNDD-FDD, opened in Bujumbura and
continued in five mine affected regions. 

In response to allegations made by the army of
mine use in Bujumbura Rurale, the Palipehutu-
FNL denied the allegations and reiterated to
Geneva Call its policy of no mine use. Geneva Call
was informed that the movement's congress, held
in Tanzania in April, decided not to sign the Deed
of Commitment at that time because ongoing mili-
tary operations would prohibit independent moni-
toring and would thus expose the Palipehutu-FNL
to further accusations.

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Combined with an improving political situation,
the ratification of the MBT by the government and
the signature of the Deed of Commitment by the
CNDD-FDD, have given a much needed boost to
the launch of mine action programs in Burundi.
The United Nations Mine Action Service
(UNMAS) has established a coordination centre in
Bujumbura, and several international non-govern-
mental organizations (NGOs) such as FSD and
Dan Church Aid (DCA) were preparing to start
emergency surveys and clearance in anticipation
of the repatriation of refugees from Tanzania.
Throughout 2004, the CNDD-FDD played an
active role in sensitizing the population on the
landmine problem, sharing information on the
emplacements where it had laid mines and propos-
ing stockpiles destruction. 

However, the army appeared less cooperative,
which contributed to the delayed stock destruction
by the CNDD-FDD. Geneva Call will continue to
assist the Burundi Campaign in persuading the
government to take more proactive action in
implementing its obligations under the MBT, and
will also continue to engage the Palipehutu-FNL to
sign the Deed of Commitment.

Never a war was won due to the use of mines.
But peace is always hindered due to the pres-
ence of mines.

Edward Lino, Commander, Sudan People's
Liberation Movement/Army
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Somalia/Somaliland

General conflict situation

Somalia has been without an effective central gov-
ernment since the overthrow of the Siyad Barre
regime in 1991 and subsequent fighting among
factions. In the northwest, the Republic of
Somaliland declared independence in 1991 but has
not been recognized internationally. Numerous
peace efforts culminated with the Somali National
Reconciliation Conference (SNRC) launched in
2002 in Kenya. Despite recurrent violations of the
cessation of hostilities agreement, a Transitional
Federal Government (TFG) was established late
2004, incorporating most faction leaders and war-
lords, but has yet to relocate inside Somalia and to
start functioning. The authorities of Somaliland
did not take part in the SNRC.

Landmine situation

Nearly three decades of warfare has left Somalia
with a serious landmine problem. Outside the northern

areas, there is currently no international humanitar-
ian mine action being conducted. As there has been
no internationally recognized central government,
Somalia could not accede to the MBT. Yet, as early
as 1997, Somaliland authorities expressed their
commitment to the ban and in November 2002, in
the wake of the cessation of hostilities agreement,
16 factions signed the Deed of Commitment. 

Geneva Call activities

In September, Geneva Call led a field mission to
northeast Somalia/Puntland, Hiran and Bakol
regions, to follow up on the commitments. The
purpose of the mission was to assess the landmine
situation and the progress made by signatory fac-
tions in implementing the Deed of Commitment.
The mission had been delayed due to security con-
cerns, lack of funding and difficulties in coordinat-
ing among factions. 

Geneva Call mission members with signatory faction represen-
tatives in Hiran region. Credit: Geneva Call
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The assessment team, comprising specialists from
the FSD and Danish Demining Group (DDG), met
with local authorities, UN agencies, NGOs and
landmine survivors and visited mine affected
areas, hospitals, rehabilitation centers, as well as
military camps. In Hiran and Bakol, it was the first
time, since 1991, that international NGOs had
come to assess the landmine situation. The team
enjoyed a high degree of cooperation from the sig-
natory factions, some of which gave access to their
stockpiles. Overall, the mission enabled Geneva
Call and its partners to gauge the significant
impact of landmines and unexploded ordnance
(UXO) on the local population and the need for
assistance. As a result, both DDG and FSD have
prepared Explosive Ordnance Disposal and Mine
Risk Education (MRE) projects for Somalia. A full
report of the mission, presenting the main findings
as well as its key conclusions and recommenda-
tions, is available on:
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publica-
tions/gc-15sep04-somalia.pdf. 

Following the mission, Geneva Call organized a
meeting at the Somali Aid Coordination Body to
report on the findings and to promote the launch of
mine action activities in areas controlled by signa-
tory factions. Participants included the mission
members, United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), United Nations International
Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF), the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),
Handicap International, the European Commission,
donor countries and media. The mission report was
widely distributed by email. 

Two women from Somali factions participated in
The Workshop of Women Combatants, whereas

three factions, representing all the Somali signato-
ries, attended The First Meeting of the Signatories
to Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment.

Throughout 2004, Geneva Call met non-signatory
factions to encourage them to join the ban.
Meetings took place on the fringes of the SNRC in
Nairobi, and involved notably Mogadishu leader
Mohamed Qanyare Afrah and officials of the
Jubba Valley Alliance (JVA). The JVA leadership
confirmed its interest in signing the Deed of
Commitment in the near future. Moreover in
December, thanks to lobbying efforts undertaken
by UNDP and Geneva Call, a Somali delegation
led by the TFG Prime Minister Ali Mohamed
Gedi, attended the First Review Conference of the
MBT. Mr Gedi declared the new government's
intention to accede to the MBT in 2005, in conti-
nuity with the signing of the Deed of Commitment
by most of the current TFG members in November
2002 as faction leaders. 

Launch of the Somalia Coalition to Ban
Landmines (SOCBAL)

In November, Geneva Call, together with its
local partner, the Institute for Practical Research
and Training (IPRT), facilitated the launch of a
national campaign against landmines by a dozen
of Somali NGOs in Hargeisa. Many NGOs
throughout Somalia expressed interest in joining
SOCBAL.
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Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

The mission to Somalia confirmed the commit-
ment of the signatory factions to cooperate in mine
action. The next step will be to undertake humani-
tarian mine action. Some local capacity exists but
it is very limited. International assistance is there-
fore imperative, starting with clearance, stockpile
destruction and MRE. In 2005, Geneva Call will
continue with its efforts to mobilize international
assistance, disseminate the mine ban at grassroots
level and support SOCBAL. Community-based
organizations and local NGOs have a critical role
to play in advocacy, mine awareness and monitor-
ing and their capacities should be enhanced. 

NSA stockpiles in military camp in Puntland.
Credit: Geneva Call

Engagement of the "Republic of Somaliland"

In June, Geneva Call met with a high-level dele-
gation, led by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, to
discuss the possibility for Somaliland to confirm
its mine ban policy by signing the Deed of
Commitment. The Landmine Monitor researcher
for Somalia/Somaliland facilitated the meeting.
Key issues addressed involved discussion of
Somaliland's concerns regarding its status vis-à-
vis Somali factions and the added value of the
Deed of Commitment compared to a unilateral
declaration. The delegation appeared favorable
to signing the Deed and on its return to Hargeisa,
after consultation, confirmed the government's
agreement. In late 2004, the visit of a delegation,
led by the Vice-President for that purpose, was
postponed. Nevertheless, Somaliland sent
observers to The First Meeting of the Signatories
to Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment.
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SUDAN

General conflict situation

Civil war has engulfed southern Sudan since 1983.
As part of the peace process, the Government and
the largest rebel movement, the Sudan People's
Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), signed
the Nuba Mountains cease-fire agreement in
January 2002. In May 2004, they agreed on
remaining key issues, thus paving the way for a
comprehensive peace accord. However, the out-
come of the north-south process has been put into
doubt with the conflict and humanitarian crisis that
escalated in 2004 in Darfur.

Landmine situation

Landmines have been used extensively by both the
Government of Sudan (GoS) and NSAs, including
the SPLM/A. As a result, Sudan, especially the
south, is severely mine-affected. In 1996, the
SPLM/A unilaterally declared a moratorium on the
use of AP mines and commissioned a local organiza-

tion, Operation Save Innocent Lives (OSIL), to
clear mines in areas under its control. In 2001, the
SPLM/A decided to renounce totally the use of AP
mines by signing the Deed of Commitment. The
GoS ratified the MBT two years later. 

Geneva Call activities

Geneva Call distributed widely the report of the
mine ban education workshop it organized in
southern Sudan with the SPLM/A, and OSIL late
2003. The workshop promoted awareness of the
Deed of Commitment obligations and developed
recommendations for dissemination and imple-
mentation. Due to lack of funding, the series of fol-
low up regional training workshops that were rec-
ommended by the participants in 2004 have been
postponed. 

The SPLM/A sent delegates to The Workshop of
Women Combatants in Armed Opposition Groups
and The First Meeting of the Signatories to
Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment.

In June, the SPLM/A appealed to Colombian
NSAs to end mine use and consider a total ban.
The message was read during the International
Forum on Anti-personnel Mines, Armed Non-State
Actors and Humanitarian Agreements organized in
Bogotá by Geneva Call and the Colombian
Campaign against Landmines.

Geneva Call participated in the Sudan's first
National Mine Action Strategy Conference organ-
ized by the UNDP and UNMAS late August 2004
in Nairobi. The conference resulted in the GoS and
the SPLM/A signing a six-year common mine
action strategic framework.
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In October, following several mines incidents that
led to the deaths of two aid workers and allegations
of mine acquisitions/training, Geneva Call was
solicited by UN agencies to engage NSAs operat-
ing in Darfur. As a result, Geneva Call has been
evaluating the need for a preventive intervention
by collecting information on the incidents and con-
sulting different stakeholders.

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

The preparations for the series of follow-up mine
ban workshops are now in full swing, and are bet-
ter incorporating the changes resulting from the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (signed in
January 2005). MRE and Explosive Remnants of
War destruction activities are expected. Geneva
Call will also continue to closely monitor the situ-
ation in other regions of Sudan, particularly
Darfur, and explore possibilities for engagement.

AAss ii aa
In 2004, Geneva Call was limited in the amount of
progress it was able to make in Asia due to the lack
of funding for planned activities in the region. This
said, Geneva Call was able to receive compliance
reports from nearly all Asian signatory groups and
there was a strong Asian presence in the two inter-
national conferences convened by Geneva Call:
The Workshop of Women Combatants in Armed
Opposition Groups and The First Meeting of the
Signatories to Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment. 

Burma/Myanmar

General conflict situation
Burma/Myanmar has been engaged in a civil war
since independence. In 2004, Burma/Myanmar
had more than 30 armed opposition groups con-
centrated primarily along the borders with
Bangladesh, India, China, Laos and Thailand. 

Landmine situation

Burma/Myanmar has not yet ratified the Mine Ban
Treaty (MBT) nor signed the Convention on

MRE training of trainers for the two Burmese signatory
groups. Credit: Geneva Call



Conventional Weapons (CCW). It is the only coun-
try in South East Asia where the regular armed
forces engage in mine warfare. Many of the 30 or
so opposition groups have used, or continued to
use, anti-personnel (AP) mines and victim-activat-
ed explosive devices. Some maintain stockpiles.
Many have shared the technology for manufactur-
ing AP mines, and most have lost combatants due
to their own mines and/or those laid by the govern-
ment forces. According to the Landmine Monitor
2004 report, nine out of 14 states and divisions in
Burma/Myanmar suffer some level of landmine
contamination. Mine use by the government and
opposition groups was increasing, as were the
number of victims. Two NSAs, the Arakan
Rohingya National Organisation/Rohingya
National Army (ARNO) and the National United
Party of Arakan/Arakan Army (NUPA) signed the
Deed of Commitment in 2003. 

Geneva Call activities

The two signatories, ARNO and NUPA, submitted
their compliance report in 2004 and attended
The First Meeting of the Signatories to Geneva
Call's Deed of Commitment. The Karen National
Union, the greatest landmine user among the oppo-
sition groups, also attended the meeting as observ-
er. 

In June, Geneva Call sponsored a Mine Risk
Education (MRE) training of trainers for the two
signatory groups. It is intended that the groups will
then be able to impart this information to popula-
tions at risk. In addition, the ARNO expressed its
willingness to destroy its stockpiles of AP mines,
accumulated from demining efforts. However,
because of the tense situation along the
Bangladeshi/Burmese border, this was not possible.

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Due to lack of funding, a field trip planned for the
Thai-Burmese border to meet with the non-signa-
tory groups was postponed. Geneva Call hopes to
pursue this activity in 2005 and to continue to
expand its engagement work with non-signatory
groups. 

Indonesia

General conflict situation

The Aceh-Sumatra National Liberation Front/Free
Aceh Movement (ASNLF/GAM) have been active
in Aceh since 1976. In May 2003, the Government
of Indonesia broke off negotiations with the
ASNLF/GAM and began a military campaign
against the insurgency - thus ending a year long
ceasefire that had been negotiated by the Centre
for Humanitarian Dialogue in Geneva. Martial law
was imposed -replaced by civil emergency in May
2004 - and all foreigners, including journalists,
were barred from Aceh until the Tsunami devastat-
ed the province on 26 December 2004. 
The Free Papua Movement (OPM), on the other

16
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hand, has been active in West Papua since 1963.
There were no significant military clashes with the
OPM in 2004, yet the province remained closed
off, with the exception of the provincial capital
city.

Landmine situation

Indonesia had signed the MBT in December 1997,
but has not yet ratified it. After the fighting recom-
menced in Aceh, the press reported some landmine
incidents, all attributed to ASNLF/GAM.
However, none of these reports have been inde-
pendently confirmed and ASNLF/GAM has
denied the allegations. There were no reports of
landmine use by the OPM. 

Geneva Call activities

Geneva Call held several discussions with the
ASNLF/GAM leadership in Sweden and Geneva
during 2004. The leaders expressed a keen interest
in the mine ban and repeatedly declared their no
AP mine use policy citing the dangers AP mines
would pose to their own combatants, to civilians
and to animals. This has been confirmed by
ASNLF/GAM's military spokesman in Aceh. The
ASNLF/GAM sent a delegation to The Workshop
of Women Combatants in Armed Opposition
Groups as well as a delegation, as observers, to
The First Meeting of the Signatories to Geneva
Call's Deed of Commitment. At the meeting, the
ASNLF/GAM publicly stated that it "look(s) for-
ward in the future to be also a signatory of the
Deed of Commitment once all the procedural mat-
ters are settled", namely its concern with the
inability of independent monitors to verify any

allegations that might be made against it, given
that Aceh had been closed to internationals and
journalists since the declaration of martial law in
May 2003.

Geneva Call discussed the mine ban with the
Papuan Presidium Council on several occasions in
Geneva. Through these contacts, information has
been passed to the OPM commanders for consid-
eration.

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Though neither Aceh nor West Papua are heavily
mine-affected areas, they are important for the
mine ban movement. If the ASNLF/GAM commit
to the mine ban in the midst of the campaign being
conducted by the Indonesian Armed Forces, it will
send a message to other NSAs facing a similar sit-
uation, which have been reluctant in committing to
a total ban of AP mines.
The situation in West Papua sheds light on yet
another perspective of the mine ban, one of pre-
vention. In a region rife with NSAs, where
weapons and technology are readily available, it
becomes prudent to engage not only those NSAs
currently using AP mines, but those which could
use them in the future. 

Even as there have been positive developments
with regards to the advancement of the mine ban
among NSAs in Indonesia, the main challenge will
be the monitoring of any commitments obtained,
as both Aceh and West Papua are currently inac-
cessible to independent verification. Geneva Call
will continue engaging both groups, while explor-
ing ways to resolve this issue.



CPN-M mine and IED stocks
Credit: Nepal Campaign to Ban Landmines
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Nepal
General conflict situation

The conflict between the government and the
Communist Party of Nepal - Maoists (CPN-M),
which began in 1996, has expanded to include all
of Nepal's 75 districts. There have been two failed
attempts at negotiating a resolution to the conflict,
the most recent one lasting from January until
August 2003. 

Landmine situation

Both parties to the conflict are laying mines or
improvised explosive devises (IEDs) in significant
numbers, and have their own production capacity.
The CPN-M uses mines more extensively than the
government, with victim-activated mines (pressure
and tripwire), command detonated mines (remote
control), and explosive devices with timers. The
government is not party to the MBT nor has it
signed the CCW. All 75 districts are now mine-
affected. Landmines are frequently planted in
civilian areas, including farmland, roadsides,
schools and playgrounds. In 2004, landmines,
IEDs and other explosive devices claimed 1445
victims, of whom 707 were civilians.

Geneva Call activities

In February, Geneva Call was invited to attend a
seminar on conflict and development in Nepal
organized by the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC) and the Graduate Institute
of International Studies (HEI). The seminar
explored how the SDC and NGOs could work
together and build confidence between the parties
on humanitarian and development issues. Geneva
Call seized the opportunity to meet with the Nepal
Campaign to Ban Landmines (NCBL) and people
with links to the CPN-M. 
After the collapse of the ceasefire in August 2003,
it became illegal to meet the CPN-M in Nepal. In
order to pursue this dialogue, Geneva Call has
been trying to establish contacts with the group
outside of the country. 

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Nepal is in a severe crisis situation. Mine use has
intensified. Geneva Call, in partnership with the
NCBL, has developed a program for 2005 that will
entail developing a code of conduct on AP mines
for both parties to the conflict as well as conduct-
ing a public advocacy campaign on the AP mine
ban. 
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North East India

General conflict situation

Though not as internationally well-known as
Kashmir, or as high-intensity as the Communist
and Maoist insurgency in the country, the seven
states of North East India have numerous armed
ethnic opposition groups. The Nagas were the first
to form, closely followed by other movements,
and, by the 1980s, nearly the entire North East was
encompassed in low-intensity violence. Today,
there are over 100 active armed ethnic groups of
various sizes operating in the region, many main-
taining links with each other. Only a few are in the
process of dialogue with the government for a
peaceful settlement to the conflict.

Landmine situation

India has not yet acceded to the MBT, but has
signed the CCW and its Additional Protocol II. It
also maintains a policy not to use AP mines in its
internal conflicts. Several armed ethnic groups in

the North East, most notably the National
Democratic Front of Bodoland and the United
Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA), both from
Assam State, have been involved in the use, man-
ufacture and transfer of AP mines or equally indis-
criminate IEDs. 

Geneva Call activities

At the request of the National Socialist Council of
Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) (NSCN-IM) when they
signed the Deed of Commitment in 2003, Geneva
Call and the Indian Campaign to Ban
Landmines/Indian Institute for Peace,
Disarmament and Environmental Protection,
planned a mine ban education workshop for the
Naga tribes to aid the NSCN-IM in disseminating
its mine ban commitment. The workshop was to be
followed by similar workshops on the mine ban in
each of the other six states of North East India,
with a focus on reaching out to the other ethnic
opposition groups by highlighting the commitment
made by the NSCN-IM. Although they received
substantial support in Nagaland and among the
local administration, the workshop planned for
mid-2004 in Nagaland had to be postponed at the
request of the central government and was expect-
ed to take place in early 2005. 

The NSCN-IM has taken their mine ban obliga-
tions very seriously. It submitted a compliance
report and sent a delegation to The Workshop of
Women Combatants in Armed Opposition Groups
and to The First Meeting of the Signatories to
Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment. They are also
actively promoting the mine ban among other
groups in the region. So far, at least five NSAs
have responded with interest as a result of the
NSCN-IM's advocacy efforts.



Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

The central government's request to postpone the
mine ban education workshop demonstrated the
fact that more work needs to be done to gain its
support for Geneva Call's involvement in the
North East; this remains the greatest challenge for
2005. This is especially imperative as, following
advocacy efforts undertaken by the NSCN-IM,
there appear to be at least five NSAs in the North
East interested in discussing the mine ban with
Geneva Call. Despite an increase in bombings
throughout the North East in the latter quarter of
the year, significant progress was made with
regards to the peace process with the NSCN-IM,
and prospects for moving forward with the
planned activities are encouraging.

Philippines

General conflict situation

Four NSAs have not signed a peace agreement
with the government: the Communist Party of the
Philippines/New People's Army/National
Democratic Front of the Philippines (CPP/ NPA/

NDFP), the Revolutionary Workers' Party of
Mindanao (RPM-M), the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front/Bangasamoro Islamic Armed Forces
(MILF/BIAF) and the Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG).
There has been some progress towards peace with
the CPP/NPA/NDFP and the RPM-M, however,
only the MILF/BIAF has entered into a ceasefire
and a formal peace process. 

Landmine situation

Though not a heavily mine-affected country, the
Philippines has been a strong supporter of the mine
ban. It was a core member of the group of States
who brought about the MBT, despite the use of AP
mines and victim-activated IEDs by NSAs in the
country. The government ratified the Treaty in
December 1997. The MILF/BIAF and the
Revolutionary Proletarian Army - Alex Boncayao
Brigade (RPA-ABB) were also the first to sign the
Deed of Commitment in March 2000, while anoth-
er group, the RPM-M signed in September 2003. 

Geneva Call conducted its first field verification
mission in April 2002 as a result of Armed Forces
of the Philippines (AFP) allegations of
MILF/BIAF mine use. At that time, the
MILF/BIAF reaffirmed its commitment to the
mine ban. However, the AFP continued making a
smaller number of mine use allegations against it,
up until the arrival of the International Monitoring
Team of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference. The MILF/BIAF always denied these
allegations.

Both the CPP/NPA/NDFP and the ASG are said to
be using AP mines, though in discussions with
Geneva Call the former insists that it uses com-
mand-detonated mines only.

20
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Sri Lanka

General conflict situation

The government and the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have been engaged in a civil
war since 1983. A ceasefire was signed in February
2002, which remains in place. Peace talks began in
September of the same year, only to be suspended
in June 2003. The country currently faces a situa-
tion of "no war" and, yet, "no peace" either.

Landmine situation

Both sides of the conflict have used AP mines, and
the LTTE has used IEDs. Most of the landmine
contamination is in the northern and eastern
provinces in areas under the control of the LTTE
and directly affects the lives of the Tamils. The
government has thus far taken the lead by acceding
to the CCW and its Additional Protocol II and vol-
untarily deciding to submit an Article 7 report for
the MBT.
One of the key issues within the peace process has

Geneva Call activities

The MILF/BIAF, responding to Geneva Call's fol-
low up work, sent delegations to The Workshop of
Women Combatants in Armed Opposition Groups
and to The First Meeting of the Signatories to
Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment. Geneva Call
also received a compliance report from the
MILF/BIAF. 

A first meeting was also held with the NDFP in the
Netherlands in August. An invitation was extended
and accepted for CPP/NPA/NDFP participation in
The Workshop of Women Combatants in Armed
Opposition Groups but declined the invitation to
The First Meeting of the Signatories to the Geneva
Call's Deed of Commitment. NDFP representa-
tives have said that the CPP/NPA does not use vic-
tim-activated mines, only "command-detonated
landmines aimed at specific and legitimate mili-
tary targets". 

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Through its experience in the Philippines, Geneva
Call learned the valuable lesson of working with
several local partners as well as maintaining direct
contact with the NSAs. Geneva Call plans on trav-
eling to the Philippines in early 2005 to consoli-
date links with the groups, as well as to seek new
partnerships and to evaluate how best to strength-
en the monitoring mechanism.

La humanización del conflicto expresada en la
atención y solución  de  la crisis humanitaria, en
la protección de la población y atención a las
victimas y en la regulación de armas, es un
camino hacia la construcción de la Paz.

ELN letter sent to Geneva Call, November
2004



22

been the rehabilitation, reconstruction and normal-
ization of the north and east and the resettlement of
internally displaced persons (IDPs), which is high-
ly dependent on mine clearance. With no clear
progress towards peace and neither party to the
conflict having made a mine ban commitment, a
number of donor governments are considering sus-
pending further aid to mine clearance programs. 

Geneva Call activities

Geneva Call held a number of separate meetings
with the LTTE's Peace Secretariat and the govern-
ment to discuss ways in which to move forward
with the mine ban. Though the LTTE has been
open to discussions, acknowledging the dangers
AP mines pose to their own constituency, partici-
pating in The Workshop of Women Combatants in
Armed Opposition Groups and The First Meeting
of the Signatory Groups to the Deed of Commitment
as observers, they have yet to take a concrete step
towards the mine ban.

On 15 May 2004, Geneva Call organized, in part-
nership with the Inter-Religious Peace Foundation
and Landmine Action UK, a workshop in Jaffna,
one of the most densely populated and mine affect-
ed areas in Sri Lanka. The workshop focused on
informing local NGOs and civil society groups
about the global efforts to ban AP mines, mine
action taking place in Sri Lanka, and strategizing
how to obtain a mine ban commitment from both
the government and the LTTE. The workshop was
the first concerted effort to launch local pressure
groups. The initiative has since been taken up by
the Landmine Ban Advocacy Forum, a Colombo
based network of local and international organiza-

tions advocating the mine ban in Sri Lanka (report
available on http://www.genevacall.org/news/testi-
events/gc-15may04-jaffna.pdf).

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

At present, both parties appear receptive to the
mine ban concept, however, the momentum
towards the ban must be maintained, especially in
the current climate of increased tension between
the parties and the further delay in the resumption
of peace talks. The greatest challenge is to ensure
the total mine ban commitment is made jointly or
in a reciprocal manner. Geneva Call is continuing
its engagement of the LTTE and discussions with
the government, while simultaneously building
support for the mine ban both within Sri Lanka and
internationally, specifically among affected popu-
lations and the Tamil Diaspora. 

Jaffna mine ban workshop
Credit: Geneva Call
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LLaa tt iinn     AAmmeerr ii ccaa
Colombia is Geneva Call's most important pro-
gram, and is the only conflict in the hemisphere
involving heavy mine use.

Colombia
General conflict situation

Colombia has suffered from an internal armed con-
flict for more than 40 years, involving several
armed Non-State Actors (NSAs) fighting the State,
as well as each other. The Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC) and the
Ejercito de Liberación Nacional (ELN) are the two
major groups, with the Autodefensas Unidas de
Colombia (AUC) paramilitary forces also playing
an important role. Two peace processes are under
way, with the paramilitaries and with the ELN;
however, an agreement between the FARC and the
Colombian Government appears a long way off. 

Landmine situation

Colombia acceded to the Mine Ban Treaty (MBT)
in 2003 and claimed to have destroyed its last

stockpile in October 2004. Colombia is heavily
contaminated by anti-personnel (AP) mines,
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and unex-
ploded ordnance (UXO). The FARC, the ELN and
the AUC still use mines and IEDs. It is reported
that there are two victims per day in Colombia,
40% of whom are soldiers of the regular armed
forces.

Since the signature of the MBT, the government
has made many efforts to collect information on
the mine problem, but so far no humanitarian dem-
ining activities have begun due to the ongoing con-
flict. Thus the situation for the population remains
unchanged.

Geneva Call activities

In June, Geneva Call, in partnership with the
Colombian Campaign to Ban Landmines (CCCM)
convened, in Bogotá, the First International Forum
on Anti-personnel Mines, Armed Non-State Actors
and Humanitarian Agreements, with participation
from the International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), United Nations (UN) agencies, interna-
tional and Colombian NGOs working in mine
action, human rights and humanitarian issues. The
goal was to explore ways to secure local humani-
tarian agreements, by learning from earlier experi-
ences in Colombia and elsewhere. It was the first
time that mines and NSAs were the object of a
public debate. It took place in an especially diffi-
cult situation: the peace process between the gov-
ernment and the armed groups had been suspend-
ed since December 2003, the NSAs refusing any
discussion with the current government.

The Colombian Vice-President, Dr. Francisco
Santos, took part in the opening ceremony, and
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authorized Mr. Francisco Galán, spokesman of the
ELN, to leave Itagui high security prison, for a few
hours, to make a statement on behalf of the
Comando Central in front of the participants,
which read: "The ELN proposes to work on a
humanitarian agreement to find an accord on the
limitation of use of mines and IEDs, a general
amnesty for political prisoners and war prisoners
and a temporary bilateral cease-fire. An agree-
ment that could, in the whole, open the way for a
political solution that every Colombian dreams of.
We invite Geneva Call and the Colombian
Campaign Against Landmines to accompany us in
the process of building this humanitarian agree-
ment". 

During two days, participants to the Forum
exchanged ideas, held roundtables and heard testi-
monies on national and international experiences.
The Forum was widely publicized, and reached its
objective to sensitize the Colombian population on
this subject.The objectives of the first national
meeting of Indigenous- and Afro-Colombians on
Anti-Personnel Landmines, Non-State Actors and
Humanitarian Agreements, which took place in
August in Bogotá, were to give affected indige-
nous communities and internally displaced persons
(IDPs) for the first time the possibility to explain
their situation and to explore how their specific
concerns could be integrated into Geneva Call's
Colombian program. The meeting was attended by
80 Indigenous- and Afro-Colombian representa-
tives, many of whom had traveled for days in order
to attend, and was extensively covered by the
national media.

After these two national forums, five regional
forums were organized with local communities in

At the Forum, from left to right: Francisco Galan - ELN, L.P.
Herrera - Observatory on Mines/ Government of Colombia,
E. Reusse-Decrey - Geneva Call
Credit: Geneva Call

Engagement of the ELN and the FARC

On several occasions, Geneva Call travelled to the
Micohumado "pilot zone", which the ELN had accepted
to be a test case for mine action, by demining of a 15-
kilometre stretch of road. This was the first "humanitari-
an" demining initiative implicating an NSA in
Colombia's history. The ELN and the community of
Micohumado asked Geneva Call to facilitate internation-
al verification. However, at that time, the government
refused to allow such verification.
Geneva Call, during a joint mission in Europe with the
CCCM, met with different Colombian opposition mem-
bers and established an indirect dialogue with the FARC.
Geneva Call was invited by the FARC for a direct discus-
sion, but for political reasons, this was postponed.

Local communities demonstrating for international
verification. Credit: Geneva Call
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Antioquia, Santander, Meta, Caldas and Choco. 
The objective was to increase awareness of the
dramatic consequences of the use of landmines
and IEDs, in the hope of reaching the general pub-
lic, the media, local and regional authorities,
organizations and community leaders, the armed
forces and NSAs.

At the conclusion of the Antioquia Forum, the gov-
ernor proposed the creation of a "Humanitarian
Commission that builds the bases of a humanitari-
an approach that will permit us to demine the East
of Antioquia, one of the most affected zones in the
Department", which would include 21 local NGOs
and local authorities' representatives. Geneva Call
was the only international organization invited to
be part of this Commission. In September, Geneva
Call participated in a mission to visit the three
most affected communities in the region: San
Francisco, Argelia, and San Carlos.

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Geneva Call's work brought to the fore many
important issues which required careful consideration:

• How to work with NSAs refusing to commit to
a total ban (see Message from the President,
above).

• The importance of having government sup-
port: as soon as this support decreases, the work
becomes more complicated, and has humanitarian
consequences on the civilian population (by refus-
ing the international verification in Micohumado,
the government penalizes the population). 

• In the Bogotá Forum, Geneva Call was clear-
ly requested by an NSA, the ELN, to be associated
in wider humanitarian and ceasefire discussions,
issues which go beyond the organization's present
mandate.

Geneva Call is convinced that it will be through
local humanitarian agreements that some progress
will be possible in Colombia and will pursue its
work in this way.

Participants to one of the regional forums
Credit: Geneva Call

The national government of Colombia offers guar-
antees to Geneva Call to engage illegal armed
groups; we hope that they will succeed as they did
so far with 25 armed groups in the Philippines,
Burma, Iraq, Somalia, Sudan, Burundi and India.
We, Colombians, hope that common sense will pre-
vail and that people understand that deprivation
and armed attacks against the poorest and future
generations is the way towards isolation and rejec-
tion, towards impoverishment and scarcity.

Francisco Santos, Vice-President of Colombia,
June 2004
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MMMMiiiidddddddd llll eeee     EEEEaaaassss tttt     aaaannnndddd     NNNNoooorrrr tttt hhhh     AAAAffff rrrr iiii ccccaaaa

General conflict situation

From the Western Sahara/Morocco to Iraq, numer-
ous conflicts continued to affect the region.
Interstate conflicts were for the most part frozen
(in particular, between several Middle Eastern
states and Israel), without active hostilities but
without significant progress towards peace.
Several conflict situations involved armed Non-
State Actors (NSAs): Algeria, Iran, Iraq,
Palestine/Israel, Lebanon, Western Sahara/Morocco,
and Yemen.

Landmine situation

Landmines are present throughout the region, usu-
ally as a result of interstate conflicts, some going
back to the Second World War. In some areas, such
as Iraqi Kurdistan, it seems that governments used
anti-personnel (AP) mines to control populations.
NSAs had not been major users of landmines, with
the possible exception of the Polisario Front; on
the other hand, booby-traps and IEDs were
weapons of choice for NSAs in Iraq,
Palestine/Israel, and Algeria.

Geneva Call activities

In The First Meeting of the Signatories to Geneva
Call's Deed of Commitment, the two Iraqi
Kurdistan Regional Governments jointly reported
progress made in the fight against landmines and
highlighted the needs for assistance, in particular
in terms of demining. They also requested that
Geneva Call assist in mobilizing more internation-
al support and in disseminating the mine ban to
their rank and file. Geneva Call continued to dis-
cuss with them the importance of the new central
government acceding to the Mine Ban Treaty
(MBT).

Geneva Call urged the Democratic Party of Iranian
Kurdistan (DPIK) to sign the Deed of Commitment
following the unilateral declaration against the use
of landmines it issued in 2002. The DPIK partici-
pated as observer in The First Meeting of the
Signatories to Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment.

Geneva Call initiated contacts with the National
Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) in order to
have direct dialogue with the Mujahedin-e Khalq
Organization (MEK). The NCRI sent a delegation
to The Workshop of Women Combatants in Armed
Opposition Groups and participated as observers at
The First Meeting of the Signatories to Geneva
Call's Deed of Commitment.

Geneva Call held meetings with the Polisario
Front in Europe. A field mission to visit the
Western Sahara/Morocco was prepared for the first
part of 2005.

Geneva Call co-sponsored a workshop on land-
mines in Egypt with Protection of Armaments and
Consequences, a local anti-landmine advocacy
NGO, in November 2004, which aimed at building
grass-roots support for the mine ban. It informed
NGOs and the media on NSA issues, and distrib-
uted an Arabic version of its 2003 Annual Report,
which was published for the event. 

Lessons learned and perspectives for 2005

Due to the political and military situation, the rel-
evant actors, States and NSAs still see AP mines as
an important weapon. With some notable excep-
tions (Iraqi Kurdistan Regional Governments for
the Deed of Commitment, Algeria, Jordan,
Mauritania, Tunisia and Yemen for the MBT), the
question of banning mines is not on the agenda.
Geneva Call believes that public advocacy, in col-
laboration with local partners, will be the best way
forward in 2005.
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IIIInnnn tttt eeee rrrrnnnnaaaa tttt iiii oooonnnnaaaa llll     CCCCoooonnnnffff eeee rrrr eeeennnncccceeeessss

THE WORKSHOP OF WOMEN COMBAT-
ANTS IN ARMED OPPOSITION GROUPS

WOMEN IN ARMED OPPOSITION GROUPS
SPEAK ON WAR, PROTECTION AND OBLIGA-
TIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL HUMANITAR-
IAN AND HUMAN RIGHTS LAW

Geneva Call and the Program for the Study of
International Organization(s) of the Graduate
Institute of International Studies (PSIO-HEI)
organized an unprecedented workshop in August
in Geneva, during which 32 women combatants or
former combatants belonging to some 18 armed
Non-State Actors (NSAs) met with peace and
human right activists, humanitarian actors, and
academics. This event allowed participants to
exchange their experiences of women within
armed opposition groups and to discuss their
potential roles in promoting Human Rights (HR)
and International Humanitarian Law (IHL),
including in mine action. The workshop investigat-
ed ways in which women and girls under 18 enter
into NSAs, their roles, and the threats to their
rights and physical and mental integrity from both
outside and within. The workshop also covered
disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration
(DDR) issues raised by the participants. It looked
into potential gains and obstacles facing women
and girls within armed groups and those wishing to
work with them in promoting and enforcing IHL
and HR. A report of the proceedings authored by
Dr. Dyan Mazurana is available on http://www.geneva-
call.org/resources/testi-publications/gc-29aug04-
long.pdf.

THE FIRST MEETING OF THE SIGNATO-
RIES TO GENEVA CALL'S DEED OF COM-
MITMENT

In November, prior to the First Review Conference
of the Mine Ban Treaty, Geneva Call, in collabora-
tion with the PSIO-HEI and the Armed Groups
Project of the University of British Columbia,
organized a parallel meeting for NSAs in Geneva.
The meeting's aims were:

• To review Geneva Call's work;

• To identify the challenges that signatory
groups face in implementing their obligations
under the Deed of Commitment; 

• To better understand why some NSAs have
not yet adhered to the mine ban; 

• To create a forum for best practices to be
shared and learned; 

• To explore the pros and cons of Geneva Call

2 women combatants from the Kosovo Liberation Army
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expanding its mandate to other humanitarian
norms;

• To analyze the links which exist between mine
action and peace building involving NSAs.

The three-day event brought together represen-
tatives from signatory groups and prospective sig-
natory groups from more than twenty-two war-
torn countries, humanitarian actors, academics,
diplomats and mine action practitioners. Many sig-
natory groups reported on the steps they had taken
to implement their obligations. A number of chal-
lenges were identified, such as the need for techni-

cal assistance in destroying their stockpiles, clear-
ing land under their control, and assisting sur-
vivors. The representatives of the NSAs were par-
ticularly pleased to have, for the first time, an
international forum to express their opinions and
to share their experiences with their peers. NSAs
reaffirmed the trust and confidence they place in
Geneva Call as an impartial and independent inter-
national humanitarian organization. The meeting
ended with concrete recommendations which
Geneva Call is now in the process of integrating
into its working practices. A report of the confer-
ence is available on http://www.genevacall.org/news/testi-
events/gc-nov04-report.pdf.

The spirit of the Conference: two 
NSA leaders, one representative 
of the European Commission, 
one Academic and one representative
of Geneva Call.

From left to right: S. Barzani, 
Iraqi Kurdistan Regional Government, 
D.Spence, European Commission, 
Dr. D. Warner, Graduate Institute 
of International Studies, 
Dr. Z. Abdullah, Aceh Sumatra 
National Liberation Front and 
E. Reusse-Decrey, Geneva Call 
Credit: Geneva Call

Geneva Call thanks the rapporteurs and interpreters who worked hard for the success of the two conferences:

Alexandra Spanu, Alistair Sparke, Anki Sjöberg, Anne Glatz, Anouk Alena, Christel Goumaz, Claudia Fresan Payas, Cristina
Fertis, Delphine Brunel, Dima Yared, Fan Lilianne Fan, Farah Mihlar Ahamed, Flore-Anne Bourgeois, Gabriella
Steinemann, Helena Ziherl (Coordinator), Ilaria Ercolano, Jennifer Cassels-Scupham, Kevin de Souza, Martin Georgos
Kelemenis, Melissa Su Thomas, Navitri Ismaya Putri Guillaume, Simone Buchman, Sophie Huber (Coordinator), Sophie
Quinchard, Theodros Abate, Vera Chrobok, Vivianne Guye-Bergeret, Ximena Mojica Puentes.
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V. Research                         
(map taken out)

In November 2004, the United Nations Mine
Action Service (UNMAS) publicly highlighted the
need to gather, systematize, and analyze informa-
tion related to AP mine use by NSAs, reflecting the
growing awareness among the various humanitari-
an actors active in the landmine question. Since
June 2004, Geneva Call had already conducted an
initial analysis of the general trends of landmine
use by armed Non-State Actors (NSAs) covering
the years 2003 and 2004. The findings were pre-
sented in the summary report The Involvement of
Armed Non-State Actors in the Landmine
Problem: A Call for Action (hereafter "Executive
Summary"), which was released at the Review
Conference of the MBT. The report was widely
distributed to government and NGO representa-
tives during the conference. The report was well
received, arousing a keen interest for the issue of
NSA mine use and creating expectations for fur-
ther research.  
The Executive summary clearly indicates that the

number of NSAs using landmines significantly
exceeds the number of States employing such
weapons. Due to their low cost of production and
easy availability, landmines (AP, AV, victim-acti-
vated, command-detonated, vehicle-activated)
have become a weapon of choice for NSAs. In
fact, Geneva Call found that over 60 NSAs
allegedly used landmines in 21 countries during
2003-2004. 
In the light of the widespread landmine use by
NSAs documented in the Executive Summary, it
became clear that there was an urgent need for a
detailed analysis of how and why NSAs used
mines and the extent to which the civilian popula-
tion was affected. Furthermore, Geneva Call's
experience in engaging NSAs suggests that in-
depth information was still needed on what NSAs
could and indeed are doing to contribute to the
landmine solution. To better understand this situa-
tion, Geneva Call has initiated a research project
that investigates the involvement of NSAs in the
landmine problem and their positive contribution
to a landmine ban and mine action. Two reports are
expected on these issues of which the first is
scheduled to be published in late 2005. 
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Some key findings from the Executive Summary:

• NSAs mainly use landmines offensively, targeting agents of the State (military personnel, police and paramilitary
forces). However, defensive and "nuisance" mine use is also wide-spread. 

• Among the group of 60 NSAs, close to about 50 have used victim-activated AP mines, handmade mines or improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) that could be triggered by a person.

• Just over 30 NSAs were found to have made use of factory-made landmines, while close to 40 used handmade
mines/IEDs.

• The frequency of the use of landmines among NSAs differ from one to another. There are also significant regional vari-
ations. For instance, African NSAs currently use factory-made landmines, while Asian NSAs prefer to produce and use
IEDs.

• Easy availability to IED material (including UXO, self-manufactured explosives, cheap and easily accessible industri-
ally produced explosives) and knowledge and technology transfer among NSAs are prime factors for the spread of  the land-
mine problem.
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VI. Public Advocacy            
Geneva Call attaches great importance to promot-
ing the case for NSA engagement at various levels.
There is paramount need for public advocacy as
the nature of the subject itself (i.e armed NSAs) is
surrounded with much sensitivity and controversy.
Therefore, it is necessary to ensure all work
Geneva Call engages in, is transparent and the
international community is kept constantly
informed of developments with regard to NSAs,
mine ban and other humanitarian issues. The fol-
lowing events helped Geneva call to express it's
mission and it's work to the public.

2004 EVENTS

• In January, Geneva Call participated in a
career forum organised by the Graduate Institute
for International Studies (HEI) in Geneva. The
main aim was to provide information about
Geneva Call's work to the students who in future
will be dealing with work related to international
affairs.

• In March, Geneva Call presented a paper on
the NSA issue at a workshop organised by the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC),
Kenyan and Canadian governments, aimed at
assessing progress made in implementing the Mine
Ban Treaty (MBT) in countries of east Africa.
Participants included government delegates from
across the region, and international organizations.
The NSA issue was reflected in the workshop's
recommendations.

• As a result of Geneva Call's continued collab-
oration with members of the European Parliament

(EP), this body adopted in April a new resolution
which underlined the importance of the engage-
ment of NSAs in the landmine ban. During the
subsequent Review Conference of the MBT, the
EP delegation invited participants to pay more
attention to the NSA issue and called on NSAs to
sign the Deed of Commitment.

• In June, Geneva Call hosted a meeting for
members of the "Universalization Contact Group"
to update them on its activities and to discuss the
inclusion of the NSA issue in the upcoming MBT
Review Conference. The group brings together
States Parties to support efforts to universalize the
MBT.

• In June, at the invitation of the International
Peace Bureau and the Fundacio per la Pau, Geneva
Call presented its work at the conference "Towards
a World Without Violence" held in Barcelona.

• In June, the Swiss Department of Foreign
Affairs organised a meeting with the generals,
graduates of the Colombian 'Escuela Superior de
Guerra', and for the second time Geneva Call pre-
sented its work in Colombia.

• Also in June, Geneva Call participated in the
Ottawa working meeting organized by the
Canadian Peace-building Coordinating Committee
called "Next steps for children and armed conflict:
a strategic discussion". 

• In July, Geneva Call attended the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Organisation for Security and
Co-Operation in Europe (OSCE) in Edinburgh and
encouraged delegates to support a Resolution on
"Measures to Promote Commitments by Non-State
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Actors to a Total Ban on Anti-personnel Landmines"
sponsored by the Swiss delegation. This was the
first time that the OSCE had debated and adopted
a resolution on landmines that includes the issue of
NSAs, citing the Deed of Commitment as an exam-
ple.

• In July, Geneva Call met with the European
Commission in Brussels to present Geneva Call's
work in Colombia and explore further areas of
joint interest.

• Geneva Call shared its expertise in an interna-
tional workshop on Engaging armed groups in
peace processes organised by Conciliation
Resources in London in July. The workshop
enabled practitioners to exchange and reflect on
the challenges of engagement. The proceedings
were to be consigned in a thematic volume of
Conciliation Resources' Accord series in which
Geneva Call has contributed a piece on its work in
Colombia.

• In September, Geneva Call presented its activ-
ities before the International Seminar for
Diplomats organized by the Program for the Study
of International Organization(s) (PSIO) of HEI.

• In October, in response to a parliamentary
question put forward by members of the EP on
anti-personnel (AP) mines and NSAs, the
European Commission confirmed its political and
financial support to Geneva Call.

• In October, Geneva Call was one of the keynote
speakers at an international meeting organized in
Montreux by the Swiss Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs, entitled The role of States in the

universal ban of anti-personnel mines in internal
armed conflicts. This was the first activity
launched by Switzerland following its proposal at
the Fifth Meeting of State Parties in Bangkok to
create and take the lead of an informal group on
the NSA issue.

• In November, Geneva Call participated in  the
conference for Women defending peace organized
jointly by the Suzanne Mubarak Women's
International Peace Movement and the Swiss gov-
ernment. More than 1'300 women came from
around the world to take part in this event which
was held in Geneva.

African States support NSA engagement

In September, the Second Continental
Conference of African Experts on Landmines
was convened by the African Union (AU) in
Addis Ababa, to review progress made in the
implementation of the MBT and to prepare a
common African position on AP mines to be sub-
mitted to the Review Conference.
Geneva Call was invited to discuss the need to
engage Non-State actors (NSAs) in the mine ban
issue. The Conference adopted a declaration
calling upon all NSAs "to respect the interna-
tional norm established by the [MBT] and wel-
comes efforts by NGOs to engage those actors,
with the aim of securing their commitment to
respect the highest standards of international law
and humanitarian norms".
In 2005, Geneva Call has been invited to present
its activities to the Peace and Security Council of
the African Union in Addis Ababa. 
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• In November, Geneva Call shared its experi-
ences in the workshop of Non-State Actors, Peace
Processes, Human Security and the Anti-
Landmines Campaign organised by the Non-State
Actors Working Group (NSA WG) of the
International Campaign to Ban landmines (ICBL).

• During the First Review Conference of the
MBT, held in Nairobi in November, Geneva Call's
President pointed out that "a mine free world will
be reached only if all the users of mines are invit-
ed and supported to cease using mines." 30 States
mentioned the problem of mine use by NSAs in
their statements of which six applauded the work
done by Geneva Call. In addition, the European
Union and the African Union insisted on this ques-
tion, as did the Geneva International Center for
Humanitarian Demining and the ICBL. The final
documents adopted by the conference made refer-
ences to the importance of engaging armed NSAs
in an AP mine ban.

• During the course of the year, Geneva Call met
with the French Foreign Ministry and various
French politicians to discuss issues relating to
Colombia and how the French government could
contribute to Geneva Call's work.

A DOUBLE AMPUTEE CYCLE FOR
GENEVA CALL

Swiss double amputee and ultra-distance cyclist
Armin Kohli participated in one of the most diffi-
cult bicycle races in the world, the Tour of Africa,
to help raise awareness of AP mines and Geneva
Call's work. Prior to his departure in January,
Geneva Call and the Swiss Foundation for Mine
Action (FSD) organised a press briefing, attended
by Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey, Switzerland's
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The 120-day race
route passes through Egypt, Sudan, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia, Botswana,
Namibia and South Africa. 

When Armin arrived in Kenya in March, five local
athletes, including a blind cyclist and a cyclist with
an amputated leg joined him until Nairobi, where
they were greeted by reporters and a host of gov-
ernment officials including the Permanent
Secretary of the Kenyan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Canadian High Commissioner and the
Swiss Ambassador. Geneva Call with the Kenya
Coalition Against Landmines organised a public
reception presided by the Kenyan Minister of

In parallel to the "Nairobi Summit", Geneva Call hosted
a side-event to report on the First Meeting to the
Signatories of Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment and to
present the initial findings of research undertaken on the
use of landmines and NSAs (see chapter V, Research) 
At the request of the Colombian Vice-President, Geneva
Call facilitated a meeting between the delegations of the
Government of Colombia, the Government of Sudan and
of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army
(SPLM/A), in order to exchange views on their respec-
tive situations. The Colombian delegation was interested
in learning on how the landmine ban in Sudan con-
tributed to build confidence among the parties.

Armin, Geneva Call and FSD Special Ambassador
Credit: Geneva Call
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Sports, Gender and Culture to welcome Armin to
Nairobi and provide a forum for him to discuss his
reasons for supporting the landmine ban. Armin's
message was a dual-one, that a disability is not an
inability and that he was raising funds for Geneva
Call's work and FSD's activities. Proceeds raised
by Armin were donated to Geneva Call and the
FSD.

Armin also attended the "Nairobi Summit" along-
side Geneva Call and the FSD and gave many
interviews aimed at raising awareness of the
importance of engaging NSAs and demining areas
under their control. He was selected to be part of
the group of five victims who were introduced dur-
ing the opening ceremony of the First Review
Conference of the MBT.

GENEVA CALL’S
COMMUNICATION MATERIAL

PUBLICATIONS

• During the year , Geneva Call published three
general newsletters and three newsletters on
Colombia.

English:
http://www.genevacall.org/newsletters/newslet-
ters.htm
Spanish:
http://www.genevacall.org/SPAGNOLO/newslet-
ters/newsletters.htm

• The full proceedings of the International Forum
on Anti-personnel Mines, Armed Non-State Actors
and Humanitarian Agreements organised in
Bogota in June was published in Spanish. 
http://www.genevacall.org/SPAGNOLO/news/lat-
est-news.htm

• The 2003 annual report translated into Spanish
and Arabic.
Spanish:
http://www.genevacall.org/SPAGNOLO/resources
/testi-publications/gc-annual-report-03-esp.pdf
Arabic: 
http://www.genevacall.org/ARABO/resources/testi
-publications/gc-annual-report-03-ara.pdf

• An analysis of the general trends of landmine use
by NSAs (2003-2004), "The Involvement of Armed
Non-State Actors in the Landmine Problem: A Call
for Action".
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publica-
tions/gc-summary-04.pdf

• The report of the Mine Ban Education Workshop
held in southern Sudan in October 2003.
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publica-
tions/gc-1oct03-sudan.pdf

• The report of the field mission to Somalia.
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publica-
tions/gc-15sep04-somalia.pdf

VIDEO

Geneva Call produced a 15 minutes educational
video, in English and in Spanish for neophytes
on the problem of landmines and NSAs involve-
ment. This video has been used during all the
workshops organized in Colombia and in sever-
al international conferences.
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• The report of the proceedings of "Women in
Armed Opposition Groups Speak on War, Protection
and Obligation under International Humanitarian
and Human Rights Law".
http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publica-
tions/gc-29aug04-long.pdf

• An executive summary of the First Meeting of
Signatories to Geneva Call's Deed of Commitment
http://www.genevacall.org/news/testi-events/gc-
nov04-report.pdf

EXHIBITION

Geneva Call's exhibit, "Engaging Armed Non-
State Actors in the Anti-personnel Mine Ban" was
displayed during several workshops and the
Intersessional Standing Committee meeting, held
in Geneva in February. 

We are at the African Union extremely pleased
with the efforts undertaken by Geneva Call to
ensure an effective implementation or at least
the respect of the Ottawa
Convention by the NSAs. We are pleased because
Africa is the most affected
continent in terms of landmines, we are pleased
because we see this effort
as a part of this overall effort to promote peace
and security in Africa.

El Ghassim Wane, Director, Conflict
Management Centre, African Union

There is nothing political about this approach,
which is driven by a purely humanitarian con-
cern. The same one that led certain countries in
1996 to turn their back on the CCW and to
launch the Ottawa process. There too, people
had to cross new borders and to "invent" new
procedures. 

René Haug, First Counsellor, Permanent
Mission of Switzerland to the UN

WEBSITE

A number of improvements were made to
Geneva Call's website; most notably, a part of
the contents was translated into Spanish and
Arabic. A search engine was also added to make
resources and documents more easily accessible.

www.genevacall.org
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Geneva Call     
BALANCE SHEET

AT 31 DECEMBER 2004
YEAR 2004

Currency: CHF

Geneva , 05 April 2005

ASSETS                                                      

CASH

Petty cash
Postal account 

Bank UBS account

OTHER ASSETS

Recoverable withholding tax
Other assets

Grants to be received

TOTAL ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Creditors 
Other liabilities 

Grants paid in advance
Subsidy from Geneva Canton

Subsidy from the Swiss Confederation 
Subsidy from European Commission

Subsidy from United Nations - UNMAS
(Italy)
Others

FUNDS/DEFICIT CARRIED FORWARD

Funds brought forward
Operating Surplus/loss for 2004

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND FUNDS 

1.25
26'455.92

495'722.08

536.18

9,016.10
46,291.04

21,000.00
40,915.58

191,250.00
17,500.00

135,282.41
103,721.71

50,000.00

522'179.25

55'843.32

578,022.57

559,669.70

18,352.87

23,519.09
5,166.22

578,022.57
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Geneva Call       
STATEMENT OF

INCOMES AND
EXPENDITURES

AT 31 DECEMBER 2004
YEAR 2004

Currency: CHF

Geneva , 05 April 2005

INCOMES

Subsidy from the Swiss Confederation 
Subsidy from European Commission 

Donations for NSA Conference
Donations for Women Combattant

Conference
Subsidy from United Nations - UNMAS

(Italy
Subsidy from United Nations - UNMAS

(UK)
Subsidy from United Kingdom

Subsidy from City of Geneva
Donation from the Karl Popper Foundation

Donation from 'Association'
Grant from Geneva Canton

Other donations

EXPENDITURES

OPERATING SURPLUS / LOSS

INTEREST AND OTHER INCOME

Interest earned
Other income

SURPLUS/LOSS

355,000.00
270,551.57
130,414.67
104,258.05

71,909.71

89,205.21

33,582.15
30,000.00
30,000.00
9,000.00
8,750.00

18,051.86

832.32
13,920.51

1,150,723.22

-1,170,642.27

-19,919.05

14,752.83

-5,166.22
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Geneva Call Balance

• In December 2004, Geneva Call
received a grant of CHF 200'000
from the Republic and Canton of
Geneva and dispatched 1/12 of this
amount in its 2004 "income"
accounts, and the other 11/12 in its
2004 "grants received in advance"
accounts, for use in 2005.

• In kind contributions:
- City of Lancy, office space, value:
CHF 19'000.
- Republic and Canton of Geneva,
secretary/receptionist, value CHF
44'000.

• Voluntary work: approximately
CHF 80'000.

Geneva Call has ended the financial
year of  2004 keeping in line with the
estimated targets. The donors have
responded generously to the various
projects, both ongoing and new. As
compared to 2003, Geneva Call has
grown by approximately 20% reflect-
ing a steady increase in its capacity to
engage armed groups and to promote
the Deed of Commitment. Indeed, the
increase in our budget has reflected a
stronger emphasis on advocacy and
on follow-up activities.
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Deed of Commitment
under Geneva Call for adherence to
total ban on anti-personnel mines and

for cooperation in mine action

WE, the (NAME OF THE NON-STATE ACTOR),
through our duly authorized representative(s),

Recognising the global scourge of anti-personnel
mines which indiscriminately and inhumanely kill
and maim combatants and civilians, mostly inno-
cent and defenceless people, especially women
and children, even after the armed conflict is over;

Realising that the limited military utility of anti-
personnel mines is far outweighed by their
appalling humanitarian, socio-economic and envi-
ronmental consequences, including on post-con-
flict reconciliation and reconstruction;

Rejecting the notion that revolutionary ends or just
causes justify inhumane means and methods of
warfare of a nature to cause unnecessary suffering;
Accepting that international humanitarian law and
human rights apply to and oblige all parties to
armed conflicts;

Reaffirming our determination to protect the civil-
ian population from the effects or dangers of mili-
tary actions, and to respect their rights to life, to
human dignity, and to development;

Resolved to play our role not only as actors in
armed conflicts but also as participants in the prac-
tice and development of legal and normative stan-
dards for such conflicts, starting with a contribu-

tion to the overall humanitarian effort to solve the
global landmine problem for the sake of its vic-
tims;

Acknowledging the norm of a total ban on anti-
personnel mines established by the 1997 Ottawa
Treaty, which is an important step toward the total
eradication of landmines;

NOW, THEREFORE, hereby solemnly commit
ourselves to the following terms: 

1. TO ADHERE to a total ban on anti-personnel
mines. By anti-personnel mines, we refer to those
devices which effectively explode by the presence,
proximity or contact of a person, including other
victim-activated explosive devices and anti-vehi-
cle mines with the same effect whether with or
without anti-handling devices. By total ban, we
refer to a complete prohibition on all use, develop-
ment, production, acquisition, stockpiling, reten-
tion, and transfer of such mines, under any circum-
stances. This includes an undertaking on the
destruction of all such mines.

2. TO COOPERATE IN AND UNDERTAKE
stockpile destruction, mine clearance, victim assis-
tance, mine awareness, and various other forms of
mine action, especially where these programs are
being implemented by independent international
and national organizations.

3. TO ALLOW AND COOPERATE in the moni-
toring and verification of our commitment to a
total ban on anti-personnel mines by Geneva Call
and other independent international and national
organizations associated for this purpose with
Geneva Call. Such monitoring and verification
include visits and inspections in all areas where
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anti-personnel mines may be present, and the pro-
vision of the necessary information and reports, as
may be required for such purposes in the spirit of
transparency and accountability.

4. TO ISSUE the necessary orders and directives
to our commanders and fighters for the implemen-
tation and enforcement of our commitment under
the foregoing paragraphs, including measures for
information dissemination and training, as well as
disciplinary sanctions in case of non-compliance.

5. TO TREAT this commitment as one step or
part of a broader commitment in principle to the
ideal of humanitarian norms, particularly of inter-
national humanitarian law and human rights, and
to contribute to their respect in field practice as
well as to the further development of humanitarian
norms for armed conflicts.

6. This Deed of Commitment shall not affect our
legal status, pursuant to the relevant clause in com-
mon article 3 of the Geneva Conventions of
August 12, 1949.

7. We understand that Geneva Call may publicize
our compliance or non-compliance with this Deed
of Commitment.

8. We see the desirability of attracting the adher-
ence of other armed groups to this Deed of
Commitment and will do our part to promote it. 

9. This Deed of Commitment complements or
supercedes, as the case may be, any existing uni-
lateral declaration of ours on anti-personnel mines.

10. This Deed of Commitment shall take effect

immediately upon its signing and receipt by the
Government of the Republic and Canton of
Geneva which receives it as the custodian of such
deeds and similar unilateral declarations.

List of Signatories (as end of 2004)

Burundi

• Conseil National pour la Défense de la Démocratie-
Forces pour la Défense de la Démocratie (CNDD-FDD)
(faction of Pierre Nkurunziza)

North East India

• National Socialist Council of Nagalim (NSCN)
(faction of Thuingaleng Muivah)

Iraqi Kurdistan/Iraq

• Kurdistan Regional Government-Erbil (led by
the Democratic Party of Kurdistan)

• Kurdistan Regional Government-Sulaimanyia
(led by the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan)

Under Article 1 of the Deed of Commitment,
anti-personnel (AP) mines are defined as those
devices which effectively explode by the pres-
ence, proximity or contact of a person, including
other victim-activated explosive devices and
anti-vehicle mines with the same effect whether
with or without anti-handling devices. This
includes commercially manufactured AP mines,
victim-activated improvised explosive devices
(IEDS), anti-vehicle mines that can be triggered
by the weight of a person.
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Burma/Myanmar

•Arakan Rohingya National Organisation (ARNO) 

• National United Party of Arakan (NUPA)

Philippines

• Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF)

• Revolutionary Proletarian Army - Alex Boncayao
Brigade (RPA-ABB)

• Revolutionary Workers' Party of Mindanao
(RPM-M)

Sudan

• Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army
(SPLM/A)

Somalia

• Banadiri (Chairman Mohamed Osman Maye)

• Hiran Patriotic Alliance (HPA)/Somalia Reconciliation
and Restoration Council (SRRC) (Chairman
Hasan Abdulle Qalad)

• Jowhar Administration (Chairman Mohamed
Omar Habeb "Dhere")

• Puntland State of Somalia (President Abdullahi
Yusuf)

• Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA)/SRRC (fac-
tion of Chairman Col. Hassan Mohamed Nur
"Shatigudud"

• Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA) (faction of

Chairman Sheikh Adan Madobe)

• Somali African Muki Organisation (SAMO)
/SRRC/Nakuru (Chairman Mowlid Ma'ane
Mohamud)

• Somali National Front (SNF)/SRRC (Chairman
Mohamed Sayid Aden)

• Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM)/SRRC
(Chairman Gen. Aden Abdullahi Nur "Gabyow")

• Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM)
/BIREM (Chairman Abdullahi Sheikh Ismail)

• Southern Somali National Movement (SSNM)
/SNA/SRRC (Chairman Abdulaziz Sheikh Yusuf)
- Transitional National Government (TNG)

• United Somali Congress (USC)/Somali National
Alliance (SNA/SRRC) (Chairman Hussein Farah
Aideed)

• USC/North Mogadishu/SRRC (Hilowle Imam
Omar)

• USC/SNA/SRRC/Nakuru (Chairman Osman
Hassan Ali "Ato")

• USC/Somali Salvation Army (SSA) (Chairman
Omar Mohamoud Mohamed "Finish")

Mr. President, if it's the specific role of NGOs to
engage Non-State Actors, if it's evident that States
can't do this work, it's also evident that this work can't
be done without States and we would like to underline
the need of support from governments in this work. 

Statement of Geneva Call, Nairobi, December
2004
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